
It’s quite ironic that the late 
Robert Ward Hall of Calga-
ry finally “discovered his 
paradise on earth” but met 
his untimely fate in that 
very same place he loved so 
dearly and called “home” - 
the Philippines. 

An adventurer at heart, his 
family intimated in a press 
statement that he was a self 
made man, in the truest 
sense of the word and a 
well-travelled man who set 
sail across the Pacific finally 
settling in his “home” in 

Davao city (considered as 
one of the safest places in 
Southeast Asia. The new 
Philippine president Rodri-
go Duterte served as mayor 
of this big city). 

Hall was murdered by the 
terrorist and bandit group 
Abu Sayyaf on June 13 only 
two months after another 
Canadian compatriot and 

co-hostage John Ridsdel 
was similarly killed and 
beheaded in April 2016.  

In the aftermath of these 
killings Prime Minister Tru-
deau has steadfastly stuck 
to his policy of not paying 
ransom to terrorist group.  
Hall’s family has issued an 
official statement support-
ing the no ransom payment 
policy. Two other remain-
ing hostages, Maritess Flor 
(Hall’s girlfriend and Nor-
wegian Kjartan Sekkinstad 
are also in danger of being 

executed in days ahead if 
ransom demands are not 
met. 

Meanwhile, ten army bat-
talions (5,000 soldiers) 
have been sent to the island 

(Continued on page 3) 
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PLATITO:  New Pinoy resto joins 
Toronto's mainstream food  
scene on Independence Day eve  

Writer and avant-garde Ricky Caluen introduces us to the “new 
kid on the block” along popular Baldwin Street restaurant row.  

Platito, a Filipino-themed joint that pioneers the iconic all-time 
favourite among Metro Manila’s “jologs”, the beef stew called, 
“Pares”.  SEE SPECIAL FEATURE ON PAGE 17 

The Philippine Independence Day Council (PIDC) of 
Toronto officials led by  Norma Carpio and Filomena 
"Nene" Ticzon, among others, pay tribute and hom-
age to national hero Dr..Jose P.Rizal at the Earl Bales 
park. where his bust is enshrined.  Also in attendance 
are officers and members of the Knights of Rizal and 
Kababaihang Rizalista.  PHOTO  COURTESY OF  KAREN 

PASQUAL-BINADAY. 

The Abu Sayyaf kidnapping-murders 

HALL’S “PARADISE” 
 family supports Trudeau’s no ransom policy 

 slain hostage Robert Hall said Philippines is paradise 

 another beheading feared 

By tenny f.soriano 

This file image made from undated militant video, shows Canadians 
Robert Hall, left, and John Ridsdel, right. With a black Islamic State 
group-style flag as a backdrop, Abu Sayyaf fighters beheaded Cana-
dian hostage Hall on southern Jolo island on Monday, June 13, 
2016, after a ransom deadline passed. Enraged by the beheading of 
a second Canadian hostage by ransom-seeking Abu Sayyaf extrem-
ists, Philippine troops pressed a major offensive in the south Tues-
day, June 14, 2016, but there was no sign of an end to the small but 
brutal insurgency that a new president will inherit in about two 
weeks. (Militant Video via AP Video, File)  

PIDC leads 118th Philippine  
Independence Day events 

Pls. see full text of state-
ment of the family on 
page 3 

The Nightingales 
In 

Concert 

Muhammad AliMuhammad AliMuhammad Ali   
January 17, 1942January 17, 1942January 17, 1942———June 3, 2016June 3, 2016June 3, 2016   

   

“Till we meet again, Fly Butterfly, Fly”“Till we meet again, Fly Butterfly, Fly”“Till we meet again, Fly Butterfly, Fly”   
---   Rasheda Ali (daughter)Rasheda Ali (daughter)Rasheda Ali (daughter)   

IN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAM   

Power vocal duo, Bianca Camille Lopez and 
Aizel Izza Prietos, serenaded Philippine Inde-
pendence Day guests and consular officials 
with classic arias and Filipino folk songs at 
the Alliance Francaise theatre June 10 on 
their first leg of their Canada concert tour.  
The two are former vocal artists of the 
famed UP Madrigal Singers.  PHOTO WAVES. 

 

Abu Sayyaf frees 
Filipina hostage 

Story on page 6 
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Statement from family of Robert Hall, 
Canadian killed in Philippines 

Robert Ward Hall was a self-made 
man, in the truest sense of the word. 
He worked his entire life and honed 
his many talents in the pursuit of a life 
for his family, far removed from the 
hardships of his own youth. He owned 
and operated many small businesses 
in his life, from a small engine repair 
shop to a fresh pizza stand. He spent 
25 years building his custom welding 
and fabrication business, which spe-
cialized in a variety of projects from 
custom truck decks to highly delicate 
aircraft repair. 

After retirement, he would use his 
years of experience, many technical 
and artistic skills, and engineer’s mind 
to become a consultant. But his real 
passions were lived outside of his 
businesses. 

A romantic to the very core, Robert 
believed in controlling his own desti-
ny, and that hard work and a desire to 
succeed were the two main ingredi-
ents to any successful endeavor. He 
has been described as a “dreamer”, 
which he certainly was, but more than 
that he was an achiever. He didn’t sit 
around and dream about sailing the 
world; he got up and did it, made it 
happen. 

Robert was a race car driver, and as a 
young man he built and raced his own 
cars. He was a pilot, and took every 
opportunity to fly. Through the years 
we did many cross country trips to 
visit family, and most were done with 
him as the pilot. Robert was an athlete; 
an undersized two way high school 
football player, a championship wres-
tler, a hockey player, and above all he 
loved the beautiful game. Later in life 
he would discover archery, fencing, 
and sailing. He was a coach; coaching a 
variety of soccer and hockey teams 
throughout his life, including a soccer 
team in the Philippines. 

When he moved out west, choosing to 
live on his boat and pursue part time 
acting jobs it became clear; he was 
only a marlin trophy away from the 
full Hemingway. He started another 
small business, a custom carpentry 
and home renovation/repair business. 
It was successful, and he had more 
projects than he had time to do them. 
His business card said simply “Any 
Damn Thing”. Which is Robert in a nut-
shell, any damn thing you wanted 
built, fixed, serviced, repaired, rede-
signed, altered, simplified, or repro-
duced, he could do it. 

Through his consulting, Robert trav-
elled the world; from Chile to China, 
Australia, and Thailand. It was on one 
of these trips that he discovered the 
Philippines. He was resolved to live 
there, to sail across the Pacific, with or 
without company, and make his home 
in what he called his paradise on earth. 

His great adventure, which he under-
took with a single-minded determina-
tion, had its setbacks. Undaunted, in 
the fall of 2014, he set sail with his 
brother across the great unknown. In 
Hawaii, he found another setting that 
he was resolved to see more of, and 
after a brief stay, he again set sail; this 
time alone, across the Pacific. 

He loved everything about the Philip-
pines. The people, he said, are warm 
and gracious. He took an active inter-
est in his community and his neigh-
bors, and coached a local soccer team. 
The port city of Davao, where he lived, 
was renowned for being one of the 
safest places in South East Asia. With 
its mild weather, friendly people and 
in the company of other expats, he 
knew that he had found his home. 

More importantly than the things he 
did, is the way he lived his life and the 

(Continued on page 6) 

Here is a text of the unsigned statement titled “Hall Family Media Release” 
that was issued through the press gallery in Ottawa:  

Ernesto Maceda, 81 

Former Senate President Ernesto Mac-
eda has passed away due to multiple 
organ failure. He was 81. 

Maceda’s son Edmond, in a text mes-
sage to INQUIRER.net, said the ex-
Senator died at 8:58 p.m. at St. Luke’s 
Medical Center in Quezon City. 

“At 8:58 this evening, my father passed 
away due to multiple organ failure. He 
was 81 years old and lived a life dedi-

cated to his family and public service,” 
Edmond said. 

The young Maceda said his wake will 
start on Tuesday at 3 p.m. at Mount 
Carmel Shrine in Quezon City. 

Edmond said Maceda will be interred 
on Saturday, June 25. 

“We ask the public for prayers for the 
eternal repose of his soul,” he added. 

In an earlier interview, Edmond said 
his father may have fell into a coma-
tose state due to complications from 
bleeding after his gallbladder removal 
surgery. 

Maceda successfully recovered from 
the surgical operation last Sunday. 

“He was conscious. He was mentally 
sharp. He can’t speak because there 
was a tube in his mouth but he’s happy 
he made it through the operation,” 
recalled his son. 

That night, Edmond said, Maceda went 
to sleep in a good state. 

But he later suffered internal bleeding 
after his bladder was removed, affect-
ing his heart and kidney. He also un-
derwent a pacemaker surgery to keep 
his heart beating. 

(Continued on page 9) 

Former Senator Ernesto Maceda  
INQUIRER FILE PHOTO 

hideout of the bandit group in an effort 
to rescue the remaining hostages.    

 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said the 
principle behind the “no ransom” poli-
cy, which he enunciated before the 
meeting of the G7 (group of seven eco-
nomic giants including the US, Japan 
and others) was to prevent more Ca-
nadians from being harmed or abduct-
ed in the future or becoming possible 
targets of terrorists. He vigorously 
condemned the murder of Robert Hall 
June 13 at the hands of the Muslim 
extremists and bandit group Abu Say-
yaf in Jolo, Sulu in the Philippines. 

In agreeing to Trudeau’s policy the 
family of Robert Hall declared in an 
unsigned press statement:  “Our fami-
ly, even in our darkest hour, agrees 
wholeheartedly with Canada’s policy 
of not paying ransom to those who 
would seek to undermine the funda-
mental values with which my father 

lived his life.  We stand with the ideals 
that built this country, strength and 
character, resilience of spirit and re-
fusal to succumb to the demands of the 
wretched, in order to satisfy the blood-
lust of the weak.” 

Both Hall and Ridsdell along with two 
others, Maritess Flor and Norwegian 
Kjartan Sekkingstad, were seized by 
armed men in an island resort in Da-
vao del sur, in September 21, 2015 and 
turned over to the kidnapping for ran-
som group Abu Sayyaf,  terrorist ex-
tremists allied with the Al Qaeda. 

They were then ferried to the group’s 
island hideout in Jolo, Sulu, a remote, 
rough and forested area where they 
were held for nine months. 

Hall, the second Canadian hostage 
killed by Southern Philippines bandits 
Abu Sayyaf   ---fell in love with the 
Philippines according to his relatives. 

His family described Hall as a 
“dreamer” but wanted all Canadians to 
know that they wish “his memory to 

(Continued from page 1) 

HALL’S PARADISE 

(Continued on page 6) 

By: D.J.Yap 

Robredo to take 
oath before  
Barangay chair  

Vice President-elect Leni Robredo. INQUIRER FILE PHOTO  

VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT Leni Robredo 
may take her oath of office before a 
Camarines Sur barangay chair even in 
Metro Manila, according to a lawmaker 
who drafted the law allowing barangay 
chairs to swear national officials into 
office. 

Camarines Sur Rep. Salvio Fortuno 
rejected the argument of Agapito 
Rosales, a retired Camarines Sur pro-
vincial prosecutor, who warned that 
Robredo’s oath would have “no force 
and effect” if a barangay chair adminis-
tered it outside the village official’s 
jurisdiction. 

Robredo, the outgoing representative 
of Camarines Sur’s third district, earli-
er announced that she would take her 
oath of office before Ronaldo Coner, 
chair of barangay Punta Tarawal in 
Calabanga town, the “smallest, poorest 
and farthest” village in her district. 

She will be sworn into office on June 
30 in a yet undisclosed location in Met-
ro Manila and separately from Presi-
dent-elect Rodrigo Duterte, according 

to her staff. 

Duterte has opted for simple rites at 
Malacan ang for his own inauguration. 

“With all due respect, Prosecutor 
Rosales’ opinion was based mainly on 
an already superseded old law (Batas 
Pambansa 868) enacted in 1985,” For-
tuno said in a statement. 

He was the principal author of Repub-
lic Act No. 10755, which amended Ex-
ecutive Order No. 292, or the Adminis-
trative Code of 1987, to include 
punong barangay chairs among the 
authorities who could swear in public 
officials, including the President. 

National scope 

The law was signed by President Aqui-
no on March 29. 

Fortuno said the amendatory law 
“intentionally removed the phrase that 
limited the area or jurisdiction where 
the [barangay chair] could validly ad-
minister the oath of office to give lee-

(Continued on page 5) 

PSEi fell after news of Britain’s exit from European Union but... 

PH economy seen 
to weather ‘Brexit’ 

 
STORY ON BUSINESS PAGE 15 
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Tenny F. Soriano 

KILLING FIELDS? 

THANK YOU CANADA 

Canadians of Filipino origin as well as expats commemo-
rated their 118th year of Independence June 12, with much 
merriment and traditional rites. 

A day after, June 13,we woke up to a disturbing news that 
a second Canadian hostage, Robert Hall of Calgary, was 
killed, beheaded in the same fashion as another compatri-
ot John Ridsdel last April or less than two months ago. 

Hall and Ridsdel, along with Norwegian Kjartan Sek-
kingstad and Filipina Maritess Flor, were kidnapped in a 
Davao city resort September 21, 2015 and were held hos-
tages by the Islamic extremist and bandit group Abu Say-
yaf in Jolo, Sulu. 

They were mercilessly murdered when both the govern-
ments of the Philippines and Canada failed to comply with 
the terrorist group’s demand to pay ransom of some 
C$16.6 million for each of the hostages. 

The deaths of Ridsdel and Hall have caused no small 
amount of pain over the loss of Canadian lives among Fili-
pinos and Filipino-Canadian here in Toronto and else-
where across the country where in the next few days in 
July 1, they are about to participate actively in the celebra-
tion of Canada’s 149th anniversary as a nation. 

There is also a feeling of embarrassment, if not guilt, that 
it should happen in a country where Canadians and other 
foreigners alike are welcomed with adorable hospitality 
and feted like family, a gesture that is deeply rooted 
among Filipinos. 

But like in other places, there are bad apples and tragedies 
like the Paris attacks, and the more recent Orlando homo-
phobic massacre is alarmingly hounding every peace lov-
ing nation in the world.  

Amid all these adversities, there is much to be thankful for 
and to be gratified knowing that many Canadians have 
expressed their abiding faith and support on Filipinos. 

Even the late Robert Hall, who chose to make the Philip-
pines his second home, described the place as a “paradise 
on earth”, as echoed by his family in their statement. 

Such abiding faith and love on the Philippines and their 
people by Canadians and other people of different races 
soothe our collective nerve in the face of these terrible 
times. 

It further provides us with strength and greater motiva-
tion to be better Canadians, to be a vital cog in the building 
of a kind, compassionate and strong community of na-
tions. 

We therefore offer our thanks and solidarity to every Ca-
nadian as we commemorate with pride Canada day, July 1.  

“Madugo” (bloody).  A vi-
cious all out war against 
drugs and crimes is now in 
full swing even before new 
Philippine president Rodri-
go “Digong” Duterte has yet 
to formally assume office 
July 1, 2016. 

Perhaps getting a cue from 
the campaign promise of 
the new president to con-
front or solve the seeming-
ly rampant drug problem 
and crimes nationwide in 
six months, police and mili-
tary personnel swept 
through many known lairs 
and drug syndicates and 
drug distribution centers 
arresting known suspects 
within the period from May 
10 (a day after Duterte won 
the elections) to June, ar-
resting some 3,760. 

Almost close to 100 sus-
pects have been  killed  in 
reported encounters with 
authorities police and the 
numbers are increasing. 

The incoming president 
himself encouraged plain 
citizens to make arrests or 
shoot and kill suspects in 
drug related cases to which 
Senator Panfilo Lacson lik-
ened to a “wild wild west” 
situation where anybody is 
fair game. 

The incoming national po-
lice chief of the Philippines, 
a former prote ge  of Duterte 
in Davao city, has been 
quoted to say that the war 
will be “bloody”. 

Duterte himself warned 
that the bodies of criminals 
will litter the waters of Ma-
nila bay and would make 
fishes healthy and tasty. 

This “take no prisoners” 
approach by the incoming 
president has the Catholic 
church and human rights 

advocates raising alarm 
bells on possible massive 
human rights violations 
and “extra judicial killings”, 
a disregard for the due pro-
cess of laws. 

They feared of a Philippine 
“killing fields”, a reference 
to the infamous massacre 
sites in Cambodia where 
millions of civilians were 
killed and buried from 
1975 to 1979 by the cruel 
Khmer Rouge under Pol 
Pot’s regime.  

Others said the current 
drug war now raging is 
reminiscent of the violent 
drug cartel battles between 
the Colombian government 
and the then cocaine king-
pin Pablo Escobar.  

Escobar almost brought 
down the Colombian gov-
ernment to its knees, carry-
ing out waves of assassina-
tions of top government 
officials, bombing of gov-
ernment buildings and one 
point made a mock or sym-
bolic surrender by offering 
to be jailed in a prison facil-
ity that he himself ordered 
built.  That prison looked 
more like a resort with its 
own guards and recreation 
facilities, the same luxury 
and amenities that Philip-
pine top drug lords are 
now enjoying while locked 
up in the national peniten-
tiary. 

Already, these known syn-
dicate drug lords, whose 
earnings runs to billions of 
pesos each month have re-
portedly put up a bounty to 
assassinate president 
Duterte to the tune of some 
P50 million pesos (C$1 mil-
lion) and another P10-20 
million pesos for his chief 
of police. 

These are the same drug 

syndicates who are running 
bigtime manufacturing and 
drug-running operations 
inside the confines of their 
jail cells in the national 
penitentiary which were 
exposed recently. 

Duterte, in a recent meet-
ing with businessmen 
warned  the Philippines is 
in danger of being a “narco-
political state” in several 
years if the worsening illicit 
drug problem is not check 
or stemmed. 

He has issued a stern ulti-
matum to police and mili-
tary officers in connivance 
with drug dealers or traf-
fickers to resign or leave 
the service or face dire con-
sequences. “Don’t wait for 
me to embarrass or humili-
ate you,” he said. 

 In Manila ,almost 90 per-
cent of barangays are af-
fected while in the provinc-
es nationwide, the illegal 
trade has become a 
“cottage industry” of sorts 
with cells of families in-
volved in marketing and 
distributions, hence the 
proliferation of the so-
called “tiangges” or small 
market drug dens where 
even a tricycle driver can 
get his “fix” of 
“bato” (shabu or crystal 
meth) for as low as P30 
pesos (less than a dollar). 

This billion peso illegal 
trade has been going on 
since the early 80s with 
supply financed and fuelled 
by syndicates from China, 
Taiwan and other Asian 
countries, with Manila 
serving as the tranship-
ment point. 

Its no small wonder that 
most of the drug busts of 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Bodies pile up as Filipino police show new boss they're tough on drugs 

Bodies pile up as Filipino police follow orders from the top  

By Manuel Mogato | MANILA 

(Reuters) - Philippine police 
killed 11 suspected drug 
dealers during operations at 
the weekend, police said on 
Monday, adding to a surge of 
drugs-related killings since 
Rodrigo Duterte swept an 
election last month on prom-
ises to wipe out crime. 

Duterte's single-issue cam-
paign of tackling illegal drugs 
and other crime within six 
months, and his staunch ad-
vocacy of extrajudicial kill-
ings, struck a chord with Fili-
pino voters. However, rights 
groups have rebuked him 
over concerns that, as presi-
dent, he would live up to his 
nickname of "the punisher". 

The more than 40 drug sus-
pects killed since Duterte's 
May 9 election victory com-
pares with the 39 deaths rec-
orded in the four months 
before it, said National Police 
spokesman Wilben Mayor. 

Duterte takes office on June 
30 and has repeatedly reas-
sured police they would have 
his full support if they killed 
criminals who resisted with 
violence. He has also warned 
that police found to be in-
volved in the drug trade 
would suffer the same fate. 

Speculation has been rife in 
Manila that some police in-
volved in the drugs business 
were clearing the decks be-
fore Duterte takes office by 
eliminating criminals who 
could implicate them. 

However, incoming national 
police chief Ronald dela Rosa 
said drug peddlers were 
killed in legitimate opera-
tions. 

"I would know if these peo-
ple were killed in rub-outs," 
he said in a radio interview. 

Philippines media reported 
on Monday that drug dealers 
were killed when they resist-

ed arrest during operations 
in Manila, Laguna, Bulac-
an, Rizal, Bohol and Cebu at 
the weekend. 

Police said many of those 
killed in those raids and un-
dercover stings had chosen 
not to go quietly. 

"Our undercover agents 
killed two known drug ped-
dlers in sting operations," 
Adriano Enong, police chief 
in Rizal province just to the 
east of Manila, told reporters. 

"There was a shootout be-
tween undercover police of-
ficers and drug peddlers 
when the men sensed they 

had sold 500 pesos ($10.80) 
worth of drugs to police-
men," he said. 

Manila Archbishop Cardinal 
Luis Antonio Tagle gave spe-
cial prayers on Sunday urg-
ing incoming state officials to 
avoid a culture of death and 
reprisal. Those prayers will 
be read each day before the 
new government takes office 
in the deeply religious, pre-
dominantly Catholic Philip-
pines. 

Catholic bishops have been 
disturbed by statements at-
tributed to Duterte warning 
of killings, and by his plan to 

seek the return of the death 
penalty by hanging. 

Duterte has also said some 
journalists were killed be-
cause they were corrupt. 

In southern Davao City, 
where Duterte was mayor 
for more than 20 years, 
rights groups documented a 
total of 1,400 unsolved mur-
ders from 1998, most of 
them petty criminals and 
street-level drug peddlers. 
Duterte denies any involve-
ment. 

(Reporting by Manuel Moga-
to; Editing by Martin Petty 
and Paul Tait) ⦿ 

Drug users smoke shabu, or methamphetamine, at an undisclosed 
drug den in Manila, Philippines June 20, 2016.REUTERS/STAFF 

A drug addict lights a soda cover containing residues of shabu, or 
methamphetamine to re-use at an undisclosed drug den in Manila, 
Philippines June 20, 2016.REUTERS/STAFF 

way to the choice of the elect-
ed public official, especially if 
he or she is the President of 
the Philippines.” 

He said Rosales based his ar-
gument on Batas Pambansa 
868, which authorized baran-

gay chairs “to administer the 
oath of office within the prov-
ince or city where his baran-
gay is located to elective pub-
lic officials.” 

A first 

But the congressman noted 
that the amendatory law simp-
ly states that “the [barangay 
chair] is authorized to admin-

ister the oath of office to any 
government official, including 
the President of the Philip-
pines.” 

“If the intention is still to limit 
the area or jurisdiction where 
the [barangay chair] could 
administer the oath to public 
officials, what need is there to 
amend the law?” he said. 

Fortuno also lauded Robredo 
for her decision to be sworn 
into office by a barangay chair, 
making her the “first [second]-
highest official of the land ever 
to take her oath before the 
lowest elected chief executive, 
the [village chief].” 

“By choosing the [village chief] 
to administer the oath of office 
to her, Vice President Robredo 

recognizes [the importance of 
barangay chairs] in the deliv-
ery of front-line government 
services to our people even as 
she avoids the pomp and pag-
eantry of the ceremony,” he 
said. 

“Her simplicity and humility 
really precede her persona,” 
he added.  

– PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIR-

(Continued from page 3) 

ROBREDO TO TAKE OATH... 
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manner in which he impacted 
the people who knew him. He 
believed in right and wrong, in 
doing the right thing even 
when it was difficult or no one 
was watching, and in helping 
people who couldn’t other-
wise help themselves. Robert 
believed in telling the truth, 
no matter what. He was root-
ed in the philosophies of re-
sponsibility, integrity, and 
respect. He instilled in his 
family that anything worth 
doing was worth doing right 
the first time, that shortcuts in 
life never pan out and that the 
question is more important 
than the answer. 

Robert believed in knowing 
your self-worth, and in never 
settling for less. He was a vol-
unteer, a philanthropist, a 
coach, and a teacher. Robert 
Hall was a son, a brother, a 
father and a grandfather. He 
was a true friend to those he 
held close, and a mentor to 
those who needed guidance. 

He was friendly and open, al-
ways up for a spirited conver-
sation about anything and 
everything. He lived with the 
idea that you only had so 
much time, “only so many 
heartbeats” as he put it, and it 
was important to do as much 
living as possible while you 
could. 

All those who knew him were 
indelibly touched by his pass-
ing, and surely are seeking 
some sort of explanation in 
order to help make sense of 
such an unreasonable situa-
tion. 

Please know that the efforts 
taken to free Robert were vast 
and exhaustive. Every option 
was considered, every contact 
was sought. Ultimately, our 
efforts, and those of the vari-
ous governmental agencies 
involved, weren’t enough. 
However; our family, even in 
our darkest hour, agrees 
wholeheartedly with Canada’s 
policy of not paying ransom to 
those who would seek to un-
dermine the fundamental val-
ues with which my father 
lived his life. We stand with 

the ideals that built this coun-
try; strength of character, re-
silience of spirit, and refusal to 
succumb to the demands of 
the wretched, in order to sat-
isfy the bloodlust of the weak. 

We will persevere. 

Robert will continue to live on 
in our hearts and minds, in 
our memories, in our children, 
and in the very manner in 
which we live our lives. Don’t 
forget him. And don’t forget 
about the other families who 
continue to suffer through 
these circumstances. To the 
Ridsdels, the Sekkingstads and 
the Flors; we stand with you 
in your time of grief and strug-
gle, as your loved one stood 
with our Robert. 

Undoubtedly, there is now 
curiosity and interest in Rob-
ert and his life. But you’ll for-
give us for staying away from 
the media. We ask that all me-
dia refrain from contacting 
any members of the family, 
and to please respect our pri-
vacy as we do our best to 
come to terms with this un-
speakable tragedy. ⦿ 

(Continued from page 3) 

Statement … Robert Hall 

CBCP tells lawmen to respect 
rule of law 
By: Jocelyn R. Uy 

Disturbed by the surge of ap-
parent summary killings since 
Rodrigo Duterte won the pres-
idential election last month on 
promises to wipe out crimes, 
the head of the Catholic Bish-
ops’ Conference of the Philip-
pines (CBCP) on Monday ap-
pealed to law enforcers not to 
pursue vigilantism or join any 
vigilante movements. 

In a pastoral letter addressed 
to authorities, Lingayen-
Dagupan Archbishop Socrates 
Villegas lauded their renewed 
zeal to enforce the law and 
apprehend criminals but ex-

pressed concern over the ris-
ing number of reports of vigi-
lante-style killings. 

Police said 11 suspected drug 
dealers were killed when they 
resisted arrest during opera-
tions in Manila and in the 
provinces of Laguna, Bulacan, 
Rizal, Bohol and Cebu at the 
weekend. 

Many of those killed in the 
raids and undercover stings 
had chosen not to go quietly, 
they added. 

(Continued on page 7) 

CBCP President Archbishop Soc-
rates Villegas 

be more than the crude imag-
es retailed by terrorists in his 
worse moments.” 

They also said, “… the efforts 
taken to free Robert were vast 
and exhaustive.  Every option 
was considered every contact 
was sought. Ultimately our 
efforts, and those of the vari-
ous governmental agencies 
involved weren’t enough”. 

There were also reports that 
back channel negotiations to 
come up with the ransom 
money was made a few weeks 
before the imposed June 13 
deadline by the Abu Sayyaf.  
But sources said the funds 
raised came up short of the 
required demand. 

There were also unconfirmed 
reports that some police and 
military men were in conniv-
ance with the terrorist group 
for a “take” or percentage of 
the ransom money. 

The basis for these accusa-
tions stemmed from the 1990s 

wave of kidnappings of for-
eigners by the Abu Sayyaf in 
Mindanao that necessitated 
the intervention of then Liby-
an dictator Moamar Khaddafy 
who “donated” millions of dol-
lars to free the foreign hostag-
es, including some French na-
tionals and Americans. 

The motive behind Khaddafy’s 
generosity was obviously a 
public relations stunt to win 
back the acceptance of the 
western world and other na-
tions because of their terrorist 
image at that time (remember 
the PANAM bombings and 
other incidents perpetuated 
by the dictator’s terror group). 

The huge amount of money 
dangled by Libya attracted the 
corrupt among police and mil-
itary personnel in Mindanao 
including some “negotiators” 
who wanted “commissions” 
from the Abu Sayyaf, in the 
event the money is paid. 

This situation further embold-
ened the Abu Sayyaf to stage 
more and more abductions as 
it has become a lucrative 

trade. ⦿ 

(Continued from page 3) 

HALL’S “PARADISE” 

Abu Sayyaf frees Filipina 
hostage Marites Flor 

Marites Flor with President-elect Rodrigo Duterte after she was 
released from captivity by the Abu Sayyaf. (courtesy of ABS-CBN) 

The Duterte camp has se-
cured the release of Abu 
Sayyaf hostage Marites Flor. 

The Abu Sayyaf released 
Flor through an emissary. 
She walked for over an hour 
to the house of Sulu Gov. 
Abdusakur Tan II before 
she was turned over to the 
custody of the military’s 
Joint Task Force. 

Incoming peace process 
negotiator Jesus Dureza ac-
companied Flor to a plane 
that flew them from Jolo 
airport to Davao City, where 
they met Duterte during the 
turnover ceremony at the 
Davao City Police headquar-
ters.   

“We were able to negotiate 
for the release of Marites 
Flor,” Duterte announced. 

Flor was one of the four kid-
nap victims at Ocean View 
Resort, Island Garden City 
of Samal, Davao del Norte in 

September 2015. 

Her partner, Canadian Rob-
ert Hall, was beheaded after 
the June 13 ransom dead-
line had lapsed. The other 
Canadian, John Ridsdel, was 
beheaded in April  

The other Canadian, John 
Ridsdel, was beheaded in 
April. 

Flor shed tears as she re-
called how her fiance , Hall, 
was murdered by the Abu 
Sayyaf. 

“I’m here now and even if 
my fiance  is no longer here, 
at least I was able to leave 
alive,” Flor said in a dzBB 
radio interview. 

“I could not be strong dur-
ing the last nine months,” 
she said in Filipino. “I got 
through the first eight 
months with my fiance, but 
they beheaded him, so that 

(Continued on page 8) 

 

BOUNTY FOR DUTERTE ET AL NOW P1 BILLIONBOUNTY FOR DUTERTE ET AL NOW P1 BILLIONBOUNTY FOR DUTERTE ET AL NOW P1 BILLION   

Duterte: I’ll top drug lords’ Duterte: I’ll top drug lords’ Duterte: I’ll top drug lords’ 
bounty offerbounty offerbounty offer   
'SLAUGHTER THEM, GET PROMOTED' 
 
By: Nestor Corrales  

DAVAO CITY—President-elect 
Rodrigo Duterte did not mince 
words when he talked about 
the plan to assassinate him. 

Duterte said he could match 
the bounty placed by drug 
lords on his head. 

“No questions asked, pataasan 
kami ng presyo,” the tough-
talking mayor said during the 
turnover of command ceremo-
ny at the Davao City Police on 
Friday. 

The 71-year-old incoming 
President said he would pro-
mote policemen who would 
“slaughter” those involved in 
drugs and wanted to assassi-
nate him. 

“If they put up P100 million, I 
will give you P150 million, 
slaughter them. I will give you 
a promotion on the spot, from 
PO1 to general,” he said. 

Reports have surfaced that 
top and crime lords are rais-
ing a P1-billion bounty for the 
heads of Duterte and incom-
ing Philippine National Police 
chief Ronald de la Rosa. 

Dela Rosa has earlier claimed 
that the bounties were offered 
by drug lords incarcerated in 
the New Bilibid Prison. 

Duterte remained unfazed by 
these threats as he pushed for 
the reimposition of death pen-
alty under his administration. 

He said drug lords and crimi-
nals need not to be afraid be-
cause they would surely die.  

“You don’t have to be afraid. 
You will surely die…You pay 
for what you’ve done,” he told 
in a speech before policemen 
here. 

He said policemen should not 
be afraid to do their jobs and 
he would take care of them. 

“Just do your job according to 
the law,” he said. 

He reiterated his orders to the 
police to kill criminals resist-
ing arrest. CDG  
– INQUIRER.NET 
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So far, more than 40 drug suspects had 
been killed since Duterte’s poll victory 
on May 9, compared with the 39 record-
ed in the four months before it, accord-
ing to Chief Supt. Wilben Mayor, spokes-
person of the Philippine National Police. 

Special prayers 

On Sunday, Manila Archbishop Luis An-
tonio Cardinal Tagle gave special pray-
ers urging incoming state officials to 
avoid a culture of death and reprisal. 

Those prayers will be read each day 
before the new government takes office 
in the deeply religious, predominantly 
Catholic Philippines. 

Catholic bishops have raised concern 
over statements attributed to Duterte 
warning of killings, and by his plan to 
seek the return of the death penalty by 
hanging. He has also said some journal-
ists were killed because they were cor-
rupt. 

Duterte’s single-issue campaign of tack-
ling illegal drugs and other crimes with-
in six months, and his staunch advocacy 
of extrajudicial killings, struck a chord 
with voters. 

However, rights groups have rebuked 
him over concerns that, as President, he 
would live up to his nickname of “The 
Punisher.” 

Rising vigilantism 

“We are disturbed by an increasing 
number of reports that suspected drug 
peddlers, pushers and others about 
whom reports of criminal activity have 
been received, have been shot, suppos-
edly because they resist arrest,” Villegas 
said. 

“It is equally disturbing that vigilantism 
seems to be on the rise. Media has car-
ried reports of bodies, apparently of 
homicide or murder victims, showing 
up on whom placards announcing their 
supposed crimes are writ large!” he 
added. 

Duterte takes office on June 30 and has 
repeatedly reassured policemen they 
would have his full support if they killed 
criminals who resisted with violence. 

He has also warned that police found to 
be involved in the drug trade would 
suffer the same fate. 

Speculation 

Speculation has been rife in Manila that 
some police involved in the illegal drugs 
trade were clearing the decks before he 
formally assumes the presidency by 
eliminating criminals who could impli-
cate them. 

However, the incoming PNP chief, Chief 
Supt. Ronald dela Rosa, said drug ped-
dlers were killed in legitimate opera-
tions. 

“I would know if these people were 
killed in rubouts,” he said in a radio in-
terview. 

Villegas’ pastoral appeal to law enforc-
ers was issued amid fears raised by the 
Commission on Human Rights and 
rights groups that pronouncements on 
monetary rewards to law enforcers and 
civilians who would kill or injure crimi-
nals might trigger more human rights 
abuses and summary executions. 

Duterte has repeatedly threatened that 
he would order the killing of drug lords 
and criminals. 

Reward money 

In a speech during his thanksgiving par-
ty in Davao City early this month, the 
President-elect had raised the bounty 
for killing drug lords from P3 million to 
P5 million, P2 million as a reward for 
every slain illegal drug “distributor,” 
and P50,000 for small-time drug ped-
dlers. 

Some local government officials have 
also offered bounties for the killing or 
injury of criminals in their cities. 

In Mlang, North Cotabato province, in-
coming Interior Secretary Mike Sueno 
said a big-time drug lord operating in 
neighboring South Cotabato province 
had sent surrender feelers for fear of 
being killed following the reward sys-
tem. 

Sueno declined to name the drug lord 
but said the latter’s lawyer relayed his 
desire to give up two weeks ago. 

Buy-bust operation 

In Tagbilaran City in Bohol province, 
police killed a suspected pusher and 
arrested seven others in a buy-bust op-
eration on Sunday. 

The fatality was identified as Rogaciano 
“Tano” Omus Jr., of Pamaong Extension, 
Cogon District, Tagbilaran, an alleged 
peddler of drugs to students and tricy-
cle drivers. 

Villegas stressed that it was never mor-

ally permissible to receive reward mon-
ey to kill another, saying that bounty-
hunting even if the object of the man-
hunt was a suspected criminal was no 
different from a “mercenary” or a “gun-
for-hire.” 

“We understand the difficulties that law 
enforcers face, the daily risk to life and 
limb but not only civil society but also 
the Church counts on them for the flour-
ishing of a society where all enjoy the 
blessings of a regime under laws that 
are just and institutions that are fair,” 
he said. 

Guidelines 

The pastoral letter offered law enforc-
ers guidelines that encourage them to 
uphold morality when going after crimi-
nals. 

They can only “shoot to kill” solely on 
the ground of legitimate self-defense or 
the defense of others, which has been 
clearly spelled out by law and jurispru-
dence, Villegas reminded them. 

“And for purposes of Catholic morality, 
it is necessary to emphasize that you, as 
law enforcers, can ‘shoot to kill’ only 
first, when there is unjust provocation; 

(Continued from page 6) 

CBCP TELLS LAWMEN... 
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“shabu factories” almost always have 
Chinese personnel (such as chemists 
who are mostly illegal aliens) and their 
protectors from the police and mili-
tary. 

Lately, there are reports that the 
“Sinaloa” Mexican drug cartel has also 
infiltrated the Philippine illegal drug 
market, too. 

The surge of killings of known top drug 
pushers and distributors could be 
meant to silenced them as they could 
potentially “tell” or expose their pro-
tectors. 

***** 

WHAT’S UP?  The Philippine Independ-
ence Day Council (PIDC), led by its 
President Norma Carpio, set the tone 
for a fitting or meaningful observance 
of the 118th Philippine Independence 
day at Earl Bales Park.  They paid hom-
age to the national hero Dr. Jose P. Ri-
zal, who was one of the principal rea-
sons why we have this freedom. 

Rizal’s bust is a landmark at Earl Bales 
managed and maintained by the 
Knights of Rizal. 

It was Rizal who initiated the peaceful 
struggle for independence from Spain 
with Andres Bonifacio and others, 
providing the armed resistance against 
the colonizers. Both paid for their lives. 

In the meantime, others community 
organizers were partying or cozying up 
to their movie idols, while some rack-
ing up entrance money to fund their 
“charitable projects”. 

The PIDC is the flagship and pioneer 
organization that coordinates the com-
memoration of related events to the 
annual observance of Philippine Inde-
pendence day in the Filipino communi-
ty of Toronto and environs. 

***** 

Regina Paz “Gina” Lopez, scion of the 
network giant ABS-CBN, is the new 
secretary of the department of envi-
ronment and natural resources (DENR) 
under the Duterte presidency. 

 Good choice. She is a known environ-
mentalist and an anti-mining advocate. 

Before her appointment, Lopez was the 
head of ABS-CBN charitable institution, 
Lingkod Kapamilya Foundation, and 
the Pasig River rehabilitation commis-
sion. 

She was responsible for the reforesta-
tion of the La Mesa Dam watershed 
reservation, the rehabilitation of the 
Pasig river and initiating the massive 
clean-ups of nearby esteros (tidal 
channel used as a drainage canal in 
populated districts). 

***** 

Why are the Abu Sayyafs so elusive? 

Local officials in Sulu said authorities 
will have a difficult time to track and 
capture the bandit group known for 
kidnappings of foreigners. 

“They are sharing part of the huge 
amount of ransom money with local 
people of the community where they 
hide and this serves as a bribe not to 
divulge their whereabouts to pursuing 
lawmen,” said the local official. 

The big sum of cash they pay to locals 
plus, the fears of reprisals if they be-
tray the Abu Sayyafs, make them look 
the other way, they added. ⦿ 

(Continued from page 4) 

COUNTERPOINT : KILLING FIELDS 

The new DENR secretary Gina Lopez with President-elect Rodrigo “Digong” Duterte.  

(from RTVM video) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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118TH PHILIPPINE INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATIONS  

Markham Mayor Frank Scarpitti  after unveiling his pasalubong birthday present to Filipinos - 6' Jose Rizal fullsize 
monument on 7' pedestal will rise up at its Luneta Gardens in Boxgrove Park, facing Rizal Ave in Markham, Ontario. 
Artist's concept by Mogi Mogado. With MFFC CoChair Ramon Ombao, ConGen Rosalita Prospero, Councillor Alex 
Chiu, MPP Michael Chan, MP Bob Saroya and Catholic School Trustee Marlene Mogado.   PHOTO MOGI MOGADO 

ConGen Rosalita Prospero, MPP Michael Chan, 
Mayor Frank Scarpitti, 2016 Miss Manila Icess Rawlings 
& Runner Up Angela Alcantara at  the Philippine flag 
raising.  PHOTO BY MOGI MOGADO 

The Philippine Independence Day Council (PIDC) set 
the tone of a meaningful 118th observance of Philip-
pine Independence June 12 as they paid homage to 
the national hero Jose P.Rizal at Earl Bales Park. 

A bust of the national hero is enshrined at the park 
where annual tributes and rites are being observed 
by the Knights of Rizal and their female counterpart, 
the Kababaihang Rizalista. 

As the flagship Filipino community organization that 
orchestrates annual celebrations of Philippine Inde-
pendence Day, the PIDC has deviated from the usual 

celebrity-laden ,unrelated mish mash of show biz 
personalities to mark the hallowed event. 

Instead it focused on the role of the national hero, 
Rizal who was initiated the real struggle for national 
independence.    

The wreath laying rites was not merely symbolic but 
emphatically send the message that future celebra-
tions reflect the true meaning of why Filipinos must 
continue to safeguard their freedom anywhere else 
in the world. ⦿ 

PIDC president Norma Carpio, Nene Ticzon and Rose 
Cruz as they lay the wreath at the Jose Rizal monument 
at Earl Bales Park.  VIDEO GRAB FROM FILIPINOWEB-
CHANNEL. 

LBC SEND BY AIR, GET A PRIZE PROMO.  Raffy Policarpio, 
LBC Country Manager and Area Head for East Canada 
hands out a free certificate to Ms. Alcaraz, a happy To-
ronto customer. 

Philippine Independence Council sets the tone for 

the 118th Philippine Independence Day celebrations 

 Philippine Consulate General’s Flag Raising and Salu-salo sa Almusal event  

hurts very badly.” 

The fate of Norwegian hostage Kjartan Sek-
kingstad is unknown. The Abu Sayyaf is demand-
ing a P300-million ransom for his release. 

Duterte said efforts are underway to free Sek-
kingstad 

“I don’t want to pick a fight with anybody, but 
there will be a time. I have to confront Abu Say-
yaf”, Duterte said during the turn over ceremo-
ny. 

“Their kidnapping must stop. It has given us a 

very bad image,” he added. “There will be a reck-
oning one of these days.” 

At the same time, he warned his fellow Minda-
naoans not to join the bandit group, saying he 
would unleash a war on them. 

Duterte reiterated his warning to the Abu Sayyaf 
to surrender and release their hostages or face 
the consequences. 

Duterte acknowledge the efforts of (incoming) 
secretary Jesus Dureza and (Sulu) Governor Ab-
dusakur Tan (II) who were instrumental to the 
safe release of Flor. 

In a separate interview peace process negotiator 
Jesus Dureza revealed that ransom was not paid 
for Flor's release. He also said there was no in-
volvement by the Aquino government. ⦿ 

(Continued from page 6) 

ABU SAYYAF FREES FILIPINA HOSTAGE... 

The Philippine Consulate General officers and staff treate eguests from Toronto Filipino community to a special gathering to celebrate the 118th Philippine Independence Day 
on June 12.  Aside from the delicious Filipino breakfast treat,  the Nightingales (Bianca Camille Lopez and Aizel Izza Prietos) and the SOSA Rondalla provided the wholesome 
entertainment.  PHOTOS BY ARIEL RAMOS 

https://www.facebook.com/frank.scarpitti.1
https://www.facebook.com/mogi.mogado?fref=photo
https://www.facebook.com/frank.scarpitti.1
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Invitation to all devotees to the Virgin of Penafrancia! 
 

2016 Penafrancia Novena Schedule 
Starts at 2:00 pm 

Our Lady of the Assumption Church, 2565 Bathurst St., Toronto ON 
  

DATE  PROVINCIAL SPONSOR    RECEPTION 

JUNE 19 CAMARINES SUR—Magistrado, Velarde & 

                                     Padua families  Church Hall  

JULY 17 CAMARINES SUR—Nabua Assoc. of Canada Church Hall 
 

FOR MORE INFO AND IF YOU WANT TO BE A PROVINCIAL SPONSOR 

Bobby Achacon 647 456-3641  Paeng Nebres 416 618-1362 

Noli Aquino  416 226-5286  Gidget de la Torre 647 531-1582 

Felix Reyes  905 896-4958 

“I got news this morning that 
he became unconscious. When 
I arrived (in the hospital), the 
doctors were trying to revive 
his heart. I guess his heart 
failed. It wouldn’t respond,” 
Edmond said. 

Shortly before Monday noon, 
Jimmy Policarpio, Maceda’s 
chief of staff for 16 years, said 
Maceda was deemed 
“clinically dead” with a life 
support machine connected to 
him. 

Around 3 p.m., Edmond told 
INQUIRER.net that chances of 
his father recovering were 
very slim. 

He said he and his siblings 
were just waiting for their 
eldest brother to arrive from 
Hong Kong before they dis-

connect the life support ma-
chine. 

The former Senate leader 
started his stint in the Senate 
in 1971 but his term was cut 
short when martial law was 
declared in 1972. 

After martial law, Maceda was 
again elected to the Senate 
from 1987 to 1992. During his 
term, Maceda was acknowl-
edged for filing the most num-
ber of bills, delivering the 
most number of privilege 
speeches, and for having per-
fect attendance in the Senate. 
He was Senate President from 
1996 to 1998. 

He was then appointed am-
bassador to the United States 
by former President Joseph 
Estrada from 1999 to 
2001. TVJ-  THE PHILIPPINE 
INQUIRER 

(Continued from page 3) 

ERNESTO MACEDA, 81 

second, when there is a real, not only conjectur-
al, threat to your life or to the lives and safety of 
others…,” he said. 

Not justified 

“Third, when there is due proportion between 
the threat posed and your own use of a firearm 
aimed at the threatening subject.” 

The CBCP official said killing a suspect outright 
despite extensive surveillance work done on 
him or her was “not morally justified,” stressing 
that suspicion was not the moral equivalent of 
certainty and that punishment may only be met-
ed only on the ground of certainty. 

The attempt to stop a suspect from fleeing 
should be through “nonlethal means” unless his 
or her escape puts others in harm’s way, the 
archbishop said. 

Villegas exhorted the public to report all forms 
of vigilantism that they have personal 
knowledge of as their moral duty as Catholics 
and Christians. 

“For greater reason is it a duty to keep away 
from any participation and any form of coopera-
tion with vigilantes and vigilante movements,” 
he added. 

Flaws of system 

Noting that the impunity that criminals enjoyed 
reflected the flaws of the country’s criminal jus-
tice system, he appealed to the public not to be 
quick in blaming law enforcers, prosecutors and 
judges. 

“We must all ask ourselves whether or not by 
our silence, our indifference, or worse, our acts, 
we may have contributed to the proliferation of 
crime and the increase in criminal activity,” he 
said. 

He urged prosecutors and judges to remain firm 
“in their consecration to justice” as “there can 
be no greater insult to the Creator than to use 
the gifts of intelligence, discernment and one’s 
success at legal studies for ends contrary to 
builds the Body of Christ and contributes the 
building of the Kingdom of God.” With reports 
from Williamor A. Magbanua, Inquirer Min-
danao, and Leo Udtohan, Inquirer Visayas ⦿ 

(Continued from page 7) 

CBCP TELLS LAWMEN... 



June 2016  10 

 

Waves Filipinos Making News 

COMMUNITY TO ADVERTISE please email at filipinonewswaves@gmail.com 

Filipino Canadian Parents Association in Catholic Education -FCPACE officers were guests at TCDSB 
Proudly Pinoy Day celebration on May 28, 2016. L- R : Paulina Corpuz, Christine Manrique, Nilo Ang, 
Ben Corpuz, Ward 12 Trustee Nancy Crawford, Manny Ching, Manny Lim, Tony San Juan and Ward 8 
Trustee Garry Tanuan.( Photo by: Joseph Redoblado) 

HAPPY 
SILVER 

Wedding Anniversary 
 

TONY & NANCY MENDOZA 
 
LEFT PHOTO:  The young couple on 
their wedding day, June 1, 1991. 
 
RIGHT PHOTO shows Nancy and  
Tony (25 years later) with their first 
grandchild, Damian. 

A Dinner to Remember 

Philippine Consulate Gen-
eral is proud to pre-
sent Chef Myrna Dizon 
Segismundo,  an acclaimed 
Filipino chef,  with a pas-
sion for traditional Filipino 
cooking at the: 

 
Culinary Cities of the World- Manila 
Featuring Guest Filipino Chef Myrna Segismundo 

 
Chefs' House Restaurant  
6.30 P.M., Tuesday, 28 June 2016 
215 King Street E, Toronto, ON, M5A1J9 
                        
For booking, contact the Chefs’ House at 
tel (416)415-2260; or visit their website: 
(www.thechefshouse.ca). 
 
Chef Segismundo will be accompanied by skillful 
Filipino pastry Chef Gilda Fran Sandique.  To-
gether with the chefs and student chefs of 
George Brown School of Culinary Arts, a dis-
tinguished culinary school in North America, 
Chef Segismundo and Chef Sandique will prepare 
a delectable full course Filipino dinner. 

 

Flores de Mayo at OLA 

In celebration of the 118th Anniversary of the  
Proclamation of Philippine Independence 

Rolly Mangante with Tess Cusipag, Miss Manila organizer congratu-
lates the new Miss Manila, Icess Rawlings.  PHOTO ARIEL RAMOS 

KAPATIRAN SA KAUNLARAN.  Photo shows the tandem of Jojo Tadu-
ran and Manolo Arnaldo, the anchormen of radio program, Kapati-
ran Sa Kaunlaran, over www.pinoyradio,com, 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm 
every Sunday. The program features the works of the different Filipi-
no organizations in Toronto City and other cities and towns in the 
province of Ontario and other parts of Canada. The said radio pro-
gram is both a public service and public affairs in totality. Pls. get in 
touch with Manolo Arnaldo at marnado@pnbrcc.com, cell:416 -897  
6440 or jojotaduran@netzero.net, cell: 416 - 357-4602. (St. Jame-
stown News Service) - dindo orbeso/manny papa  

Raymond Vidal gave his dad, Jun, a very meaningful            JR Edwin Marquez Salespara (R) after receiv- 
Father’s day gift—his graduation!                                            Ing his confirmation certificate. 

Joey Abrenilla (right) and youth volunteers joined the Flores de Mayo procession around the streets 
surrounding Our Lady of Assumption Church in North York. 

tel:%28416%29415-2260
http://www.thechefshouse.ca/
http://www.pinoyradio%2Ccom%2C/
mailto:marnado@pnbrcc.com
mailto:416%20-897%20%206440
mailto:416%20-897%20%206440
mailto:jojotaduran@netzero.net
tel:416%20-%20357-4602
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ADVERTISE WITH WAVES 

647 718-1360 
 

filipinonewswaves@gmail.com 
 

With WAVES,  
your ad ripples 

Performing at  

Taste of Manila? 

THAT’S HUGE! 

CALL 416 845-4984 

Icess Rawlings  
is Miss Manila 2016! 

Miss Manila 2016 Icess Rawlings (centre) with Angela Alcantara (1st runnerup) and 
Queeny Bombase (2nd runnerup).  The well-attended, well-organized pageant was 
held June 4, 2016 at the Korean Cultural Centre.  Emceed by Aura Joy Mitchel (Miss 
Manila 2012) and Edward de Juan, proceeds will go towards the Fiesta Filipina Build-
ing Fund.  PHOTO BY ROMY MARQUEZ 
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 National Shrine of our Mother of Perpetual Help 
 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

131 McCaul St, Toronto 

(416) 598-3269 
 

WEEKLY WEDNESDAY MASS & DEVOTIONS: 
7:30 am * 9:30am * 12 noon, * 2:30pm * 5:05pm * 7:00pm 

Even the WAVES obey Him... Religious Inspirations 

Passages : In Remembrance 

 

Eduardo Castrillo 
 
October  31, 1942 — May 18, 2016 

 

A multi-awarded nationalist Filipino sculptor, Eduardo Castrillo, died 

on May 18, 2016, at the Asian Hospital in Muntinlupa due to cancer.  
Castrillo studied Fine Arts in the University of Sto. Tomas and is a 
primed sculptor known for his brass and metal works. He is known 
for his legacy of cultural heritage monuments that embody the 
identity of the nation. His works include the People Power Monu-
ment along EDSA and the Pinaglabanan Shrine. 

Atty. Melanio (Mel) P. Catre 
 
October  22, 1939 — May 22, 2016 

It is with profound sadness we announce the passing of Mel on May 22, 2016. He was 76 yrs. old. Mel 
was born in Surigao City, Philippines to Fernando & Lea Catre. He comes from a big family of 13. Mel 
graduated with a Bachelor of Laws from San Beda College, Manila, Philippines and with a Masters of 
Business Administration, Ateneo de Manila, Philippines. He also learned fluid Parisian French while 
studying at the Université de Paris. He was a law partner with Catre, Cruz & Faylona Law firm in Manila 
and a corporate lawyer for Mobil Philippines before immigrating to Canada in 1972. His first job in Can-
ada was a Provincial Prosecutor for the Crown Attorney’s office at the Toronto City Courts. He also 
worked for Sun Life & All State Insurance companies. He was a tireless and active volunteer for the 
Filipino-Canadian community. He previously chaired the Community Alliance for Social Justice organi-
zation in Toronto. He was also a member of council of the College of Physiotherapists of Ontario and 
member of the board of directors – Ontario Place Corporation and Canadian National Exhibition. He 
also served on several committees including being an adviser on for the Toronto Police Commission. 
He was the Chairman of the Borough of Scarborough Multicultural & Race Relations Committee, the 
Chairman of the National Congress of Filipino Canadian Associations, and the President of the Federa-
tion of Ontario Liberal Satellite Multicultural Organizations (FOLSAT). He also wrote a column for vari-
ous Filipino Canadian newspapers (i.e. Atin Ito, etc.) Mel was predeceased by his wife, Erlinda G. Catre, 
his parents Fernando & Lea Catre, three brothers Lorenzo, Jose and Marcelino and sister Juliana. He is 
survived by his children, Dr. Mel G. Catre Jr.(Terri), Nick Catre (Chantal), Hector Catre(Heidi), grandchil-
dren Monica, Rebecca, Daena, Lindsay, Jamie & Dax, siblings Epitacia (Al), Angie, Pablita (Teddy), Josie 
(Mel), Carmelita (Ben), Fernando Jr, Jovie & Salve(Arleen). Donations in lieu of flowers can be made to: 
The Erlinda Catre Scholarship Fund (Att'n: Brother Domenic Viggiani) De La Salle College, Toronto, ON, 
M4V 1H7   

ST. JOSEPH EMBODIES WHAT ALL FATHERS SHOULD ASPIRE TO 
— BIOLOGICAL DADS, OR NOT 
BY CHRISTOPHER RANDALL  

There is no single recorded 
word uttered by him in the 
entire New Testament, and his 
role in the Scriptures is very 
modest, but when it comes to 
fatherhood, and the qualities 
that made a good father in the 
Catholic faith, Joseph’s exam-
ple speaks volumes. 

To mark Father’s Day, we 
spoke to the Rev. Msgr. Arthur 
A. Holquin, episcopal vicar for 
divine worship for the Diocese 
of Orange and pastor emeritus 
of Mission Basilica San Juan 
Capistrano, about what les-
sons fathers in the modern 
Catholic faith can learn from 
St. Joseph. 

A whole lot, it turns out. 

Think about it: According to 
the traditions and mores of 
the time, no Jewish man loyal 
to the Torah ever would ap-
proach, or have anything to do 
with, an unmarried girl who 
was pregnant. 

But here was Joseph, to whom 
an angel said in a dream, 
“Take Mary for your wife,” 
which he did, despite her 
bearing the Son of God by way 
of the Holy Spirit. 

“This should initially tell us 
something significant about 
the character of Joseph,” 
Holquin says. 

“Joseph was not going to be 
victimized, if you will, by the 
cultural mores of the day,” 
Holquin says. “Instead, he was 
going to listen to the Word of 
God that came to him in a 
dream. And that takes a tre-
mendous amount of trust and 
openness to God’s will.” 

Trust and openness: two qual-
ities that remain critical for all 
Catholics, not just fathers. 

But since it’s June 19, we’ll 
focus on dads. 

Joseph is most often men-
tioned in the Gospel of Luke, in 
what are collectively known as 
the “Infancy Narratives” (Luke 
2:1-39). One of Luke’s main 
sources for his Gospel talked 
about the story of Jesus’ birth 
and early life. 

As we all know, Joseph was a 
carpenter. As a father, Joseph 
really nailed it, Holquin says. 

He always has been regarded 
as head of the Holy Family, but 
this was no traditional family. 
Joseph was a foster father. 

“In Catholic theology, we don’t 
say Joseph is the father of Je-
sus, but he is, of course, a 
faithful husband to Mary,” 
Holquin says. 

And since, according to Catho-
lic faith, Mary remained a vir-

gin, this means Joseph served 
as Mary’s (and Jesus’) protec-
tor, and that Joseph and Mary 
never were sexually intimate. 

“Now that,” Holquin says, 
“takes an exceptional man.” 

He added: “Joseph was a man 
of integrity, a man of principle, 
and a man who was faithful to 
his calling from God, which 
was to be a loving and protec-
tive presence for both Mary 
and Jesus.” 

Holquin cited the story of 
Herod’s slaughter of the inno-
cents, and Joseph’s response 
to it, which is emblematic of 
his quality as a fatherly pro-
tector. 

What did Joseph do? He took 
Mary and Jesus to Egypt. The 
trio lived as immigrants, deal-
ing with all the challenges im-
migrants have faced for centu-
ries. 

In addition to protector, Jo-
seph was a mentor to Jesus — 
another role to which all fa-
thers should aspire. 

Although Jesus, according to 
Scripture, “grew in wisdom, 
age and grace before God,” 
implying he had some super-
human gifts, his human nature 
had to grow and develop, too, 
Holquin says. 

And Joseph was a mentor to 
him in this regard. 

“Even though it’s not in the 
Scriptures,” Holquin says, “one 
can safely conclude that Jesus’ 
personality and his character 
was influenced by Mary and 
Joseph. How could it not be? 

“And that is the greatest gift a 
father and mother can give to 
their children: the shaping of 
their character and the men-
toring of their virtues.” 

Holquin cited what he called 
the “beautiful story” in the 
Gospel of John when Jesus 
meets a woman at a well who 
had been married a number of 
times. 

“First of all, Jesus simply talks 
to her,” says Holquin, some-
thing no other respectable 
man at the time would do. 
“Then he brings out her story, 
not to condemn her but to say, 
‘You are thirsting for some-
thing in your life.’ That kind of 
sensitivity and dialogue Jesus 
picked up because that’s what 
happened in his own family.” 

Sensitivity, compassion, being 
a careful listener, being non-
judgmental; these and many 
other traits of Jesus must have 
been present in Joseph, 
Holquin says. And they are 
qualities present in all good 

fathers, he added. 

Holquin says Joseph, as a fa-
ther, cultivated values that 
stand in stark contrast to to-
day’s less-than-civil times–a 
noisy, social media-driven 
culture that too often seems 
bent on driving people apart 
rather than bringing them to-
gether. 

“A good parent is one that 
mentors civility and that nur-
tures a sense of community; a 
bridge builder, not a wall 
builder,” says Holquin. 

Catholics do not celebrate St. 
Joseph on Father’s Day. The 
Feast of St. Joseph is March 19, 
which happens to be the day 
when, traditionally, the swal-
lows return to Mission San 
Juan Capistrano. 

But Joseph is a role model who 
should be emulated by all fa-
thers every day of the year, 
Holquin says, even though 
Joseph didn’t have anything to 
say about fatherhood himself 
in the New Testament. 

“One can say,” Holquin says 
with a smile, “that Joseph was 
the strong, silent type.”  
OCCATHOLIC.COM  
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THE FUTURE OF MONEY 

Massive money-transfer 
industry disrupted by 
startups 
DEIRDRE KELLY 

The Globe and Mail (REPRINTED) 

How Canadians interact with money – both physical and digital – is 
changing as financial technology evolves. 

TransferWise entered 
Canada in April and al-
ready the London-based 
money transfer startup 
is changing how many 
Canadians send money 
abroad. 

Allowing for peer-to-
peer transfers at a frac-
tion of the price charged 
by traditional money-
transfer methods, the 
financial technology 
company, founded in 
2011, has quickly 
amassed converts in a 
country with a sizable 
foreign-born population. 

More than 6.7 million people in Canada, or more than 20 per cent of the entire 
population, were born elsewhere, the highest proportion among the Group of 
Eight countries, according to the latest figures from Statistics Canada. 

Many immigrants maintain ties with their countries of origin, annually moving 
mountains of cash back home. 

Money-transfer fees 
can range from 5 per 
cent to more than 10 
per cent of the sum 
moved, depending on 
the service, type of 
transfer and location of 
the receiver. There are 
also varying foreign-
exchange fees, some-
times with hidden 
costs. 

“It’s a huge business,” says Michael Goodbody, head of content and communica-
tions for TransferWise in New York. 

“We know that at least $30-billion a year is transferred in and out of Canada,” 
elaborates Mr. Goodbody, citing data supplied by the World Bank. 

Teresa Torralba is the publisher of Waves News, a Toronto-based Filipino news-
paper, and routinely sends money to the Philippines from Canada. Ms. Torralba 
says it’s a common practice within her community. 

“We Filipinos provide for the whole family, the whole works, neighbours of 
neighbours. The country depends on what we send home.” 

Filipinos in Canada use remittance companies to transfer money more than the 
banks for reasons having to do more with practicality than cost, she says. “We 
always think of the receiving end,” Ms. Torralba says. 

(Continued on page 23) 

International remittances not only contribute to the eco-
nomic growth of less prosperous nations, they provide a 
substantial source of income to banks and money trans-
fer companies involved in the approximately $600-billion 
global remittance industry, according to the World Bank. 
(J.P. MOCZULSKI FOR THE GLOBE AND MAIL  

Teresa Torralba is the publisher of Waves News, a Toronto-based Filipino newspaper, 
and routinely sends money to the Philippines from Canada. Here, she fills out paper-
work to transfer money to the Philippines at the offices of money-transfer company 
Ria in Mississauga, Ont. (J.P. MOCZULSKI FOR THE GLOBE AND MAIL)  

PH economy seen to 
weather ‘Brexit’ 
By: Ben O. de Vera and Amy R.Remo, Doris Dumlao-Abadilla 

Local stocks fell by 1.29 percent across 
the board while the peso weakened by 
41.5 centavos as global markets reeled 
from Great Britain’s game-changing 
decision to break away from the Euro-
pean Union. 

The bloodbath across global markets 
yesterday did not spare local equities 
and the local currency with the main-
share Philippine Stock Exchange index 
shedding 100.06 points or by 1.29 per-
cent to close at 7,629.72 and the peso 
depreciating to 46.950 
from Thursday’s 46.535 against the US 
dollar at the Philippine Dealing Sys-
tem. 

Economists and financial experts, 
however, believe the Philippine econo-
my has enough cushion and the under-
lying fundamentals are strong enough 
to counter head winds from a slow-
down in the United Kingdom and the 
euro-zone arising from “Brexit.” 

April Lee-Tan, head of research of COL 
Financial, said fundamentally, Brexit 
should not have a significant direct 
impact on the Philippines. 

“The UK is not part of the country’s top 
10 export destinations—although the 
UK accounted for around $1.5 billion 
of our total OFW (overseas Filipino 
workers) remittances last year,” Tan 
said. 

“The impact is more indirect as the 
uncertainty as to what would happen 
after a Brexit is causing people to 
switch to safe haven currencies—like 
US dollar, Japanese yen, Swiss franc—

and safe haven financial products like 
sovereign bonds,” Tan said. 

ING Bank Manila senior economist 
Joey Cuyegkeng said the UK decision 
might also affect Asia and the Philip-
pines, as seen in the financial markets. 
“But major central banks and major 
governments are likely to moderate 
the impact of Brexit,” he said. 

“We believe that the economy can 
withstand such external develop-
ments. Higher fiscal deficit spending 
focused on higher infrastructure 
spending and greater disposable in-
comes would likely keep Philippine 
economic growth in the area of 6-7 
percent,” Cuyegkeng said. 

Frederic Neumann, cohead of Asian 
economic research at HSBC, said that 
while markets were in a tizzy now, he 
believed Asia should come through 
this episode “with only a few scratch-
es.” 

“The trade exposure to the UK is mini-
mal for most Asian economies, and 
risks to direct bank financing from UK 
financial institutions appear managea-
ble,” Neumann said. 

Malacan ang said the Philippines 
should fortify itself against possible 
vulnerability by continuing to 
strengthen its macroeconomic funda-
mentals, increase market confidence 
and deal with remaining constraints to 
growth. 

(Continued on page 17) 

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/authors/deirdre-kelly
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PLATITO -- Pinoy Soul Food Changing Baldwin's Character 
RICARDO JORGE S. CALUEN  

It is patio season now in Toronto and this lazy Satur-
day afternoon found my friends Ron,Paul and I hying 
off to Baldwin Village for a look-see. One can never go 
wrong with Baldwin Street. It remains my favourite 
food strip especially when entertaining out-of-
towners whose gustatory preferences I am not famil-
iar with. Cozy bistros and cafes line the street, serv-
ing up a wide array of international cuisine that in-
cludes Japanese, Italian, and French. I've dined in 
most of the bistros in the hood although many of my 
friends and I are partial to Matahari, the Indonesian 
restaurant. Pinoy oldtimers usually flock to Wah Sing 
and Hua Sang, the more senior ones recalling how the 
two Chinese restaurants evolved from one original 
restaurant.  

We almost missed the small signage of this new place 
that announced "Platito". Is it Spanish? "Margaritas", 
the famous Mexican cantina, is already there at the 
corner of Baldwin/McCaul. A closer inspection of the 
menu revealed traditional Filipino brunch items of 
tocilog, longsilog, and tortang talong. What caught my 
attention was "Pares Hilton". I was sure it was pares, 
the popular sweet 'n salty Filipino-style stewed beef 
that I haven't really tasted yet. So, "Platito" it was for 
our early dinner.  

The server was quick to inform us that today was in 
fact the very first day of their two-week soft opening, 
thus, the "Brunch Items" only menu. We settled for 
the pares and the fried chicken on purple yam waffle. 
For cocktails we ordered Palawan Jungle Juice 
(pineapple juice, rum--presumably Tanduay-- and 
calamansi juice) and Calamansi Shandy.  

I mused that I came back to Toronto (I had just re-
turned from a month-long Philippine vacation the 
other night) just to eat pares for the first time. Mean-
while, I thought I saw familiar faces heading their 
way to "Platito". Why, it's the Soriano brood---
children of good friends Tenny and Myrna Soriano---

Anagaile and hubby Rico and Lek (Aris would later 
follow). A brief but warm kumustahan (exchange of 
hello's) ensued, proving it has been some time since I 
had last seen the family. Anagaile mentioned in pass-
ing they have come to "Platito" because one of the 
trio of partners is their friend.  

Our orders came shortly. To our delight, the portions 

were large. Better yet, the dishes were really deli-
cious, the stewed beef very tender. Ron---who had 
once enrolled in a cooking class at George Brown---
tried to establish a dominant herb present in his fried 
chicken (I bravely put in my two cents' worth pontifi-
cating none was present). It was sweet ube waffle, 
indeed, served with butter. Ron had relished his 
drumstick to the bone, as did Paul who unbashedly 
left only the remnants of a beef tendon in his bowl. It 
was Paul who announced to the group he is definitely 
coming back and bringing friends this time.  

We coulnd't help but compare the place and food 
with other Filipino-owned restaurants in Toronto. 
Personally, and from the stand point of one who has 
long worked in the Filipino community, I am happy to 
note the increase in entrepreneurship among second-
generation Filipino-Canadians. It is noteworthy to 
mention that "Platito" is just the kind of place we 
need in downtown Toronto where we could take non
-Filipino friends to try Filipino cooking that is closer 
to the traditional and not too deconstructed or fu-
sion. The interior is spacious and comfortable (more 
tables on the second floor) and the splash of a giant 
jeepney and a rooster on the wall to highlight a Filipi-
no motif was executed tastefully. 

As we went about our business, more and more pa-
trons walked in, filling the tables at the patio. In true 
Pinoy fashion, I had silently considered us as having 
brought good luck to the place for being the buena 
mano (first customers).  

"Platito" is a welcome addition to Baldwin Street's 
famed cuisine du monde, not only because of Pares 
Hilton. And, mind you, it's not not just saucer or plati-
to size serving.  

I certainly look forward to going back to check out 
their Mains. Hopefully, by then they'll add just a little 
more buzz to my Palawan Jungle Juice and serve kape 
barako as postprandial.  ⦿ 

PLATITO—Pinoy Soul Food on Baldwin Street. 

Sari-sari stores to have wi-fi soon 
Ramona Laurel 

 Two hundred forty-eight start-ups from all over the world competed for the seed funding of Microsoft Corporation 

 Quezon City-based company, WiFi Interactive Network (WIN), was fortunately one of the twelve enterprises that got the approval of Microsoft  

 WIN envisions every sari-sari store in the Philippines will provide wi-fi connection to consumers 

WiFi Interactive Network 
(WIN), a Filipino tech start-up 
enterprise, succeeded in get-
ting a ‘thumbs up’ from Mi-
crosoft Corporation in seed 
funding its plan to provide 
every sari-sari store (small 
convenience store) in the 
country with wi-fi connection. 

Said funding is given through 
Microsoft’s Affordable Access 
Initiative, which financially 
provides for ways and solu-
tions that can help trim down 
the cost of accessing the inter-
net and lend a hand in making 
more people connect to the 
worldwide web. 

“The seed funding is for 
US$150,000 and will allow WIN 
to pilot the TV White Space 

(TVWS) technology and service 
small and medium enterprises 
for a year,” WIN Founder and 
President Philip Zulueta said 
in an email interview. 
“Our vision is to break the cycle 
of unaffordable Internet access 
by developing sustainable mod-
els that will bring millions of 
people online and satisfy what 
we believe is a basic human 
need, access to knowledge. In 
this century, there is no reason 
why people should remain un-

connected,” Zulueta added. 

WIN plans to begin next 
month in provinces outside 
Metro Manila like Laguna, Bu-

lacan, and maybe Davao. The 
president said that they are 
still identifying where to chan-
nel TVWS, a wireless data de-
livery system which utilizes 

the frequencies of vacant tele-
vision channels. TVWS signals 
are capable of traveling up to 
ten (10) kilometers through 
thick walls and even over wa-
ters which makes it more su-
perior than regular wi-fi, 
which only has a range of 600 
feet. 

“We are in the midst of rolling 
out in over 100 locations for a 
couple of clients with several 
more pilots in the works. Our 
goal is to get to 10,000 wi-fi 
hotspots within three years, 
depending on how much invest-
ment we are able to raise to 
accomplish this goal,” Zulueta 
said.  KAMI.COM.PH⦿ 

philippine-travel-guide.com photo 

The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipi-
nas (BSP), however, sees vola-
tility in domestic markets in 
the aftermath of Brexit. 

“We can expect more volatility 
in domestic markets in the 
near term. Even as the direct 
Philippine exposure to the UK 
is relatively small, we will 
watch the impact on us via 

contagion from moves in the 
US dollar,” BSP Governor 
Amando M. Tetangco Jr. said in 
a text message. 

Amid expected market volatili-
ty, the BSP “is ready to provide 
liquidity to our market as 
needed,” Tetangco assured. 

As for the peso, Tetangco not-
ed that “while regional curren-
cies are down, the peso re-
mained in the middle of the 
pack.” 

BSP Deputy Governor Diwa C. 
Guinigundo said monetary 
authorities were “closely mon-
itoring the foreign exchange 
market and we remain pre-
pared to act in order to ensure 
orderly transactions and 
smooth wild volatility.” 

Outgoing Finance Secretary 
Cesar V. Purisima also said 
Brexit would only have a mini-
mal impact on the Philippines. 

“The improvement in the fun-
damentals of the Philippine 

economy will put us in good 
stead but should not lull us 
into overconfidence,” Purisima 
said. 

He pointed out that the econo-
my “has a robust domestic 
consumption core, insulating 
it from the bulk of Brexit’s 
effects.” 

But Purisima cited the need to 
look into the possible effect of 
Brexit on Filipinos working in 
the UK. 

“About 200,000 Filipinos work 
in the UK, sending around $1.4 
billion in 2015, about 5.6 per-
cent of the total remittances 
sent back home,” he said. 

Local business groups and 
foreign chambers said Brexit 
was unlikely to have a signifi-
cant direct impact on the Phil-
ippines and its bilateral rela-
tions with the UK. 

Henry V. Schumacher, vice 
president of the European Cham-

(Continued from page 16) 

PH ECONOMY SEEN TO... 

(Continued on page 18) 

https://www.facebook.com/ricardojorge.caluen
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Getting ready for the biggest staging of Filipino fiesta in Toronto  

The Taste of Manila Festival 2016 

Toronto PHL Consul General Rosalita Prospero gets a visit from PCCC officials and 
Taste of Manila organizers Bong Capitin, Rolly Mangante and Teresa Torralba,   

ber of Commerce in the Philippines, ex-
pressed optimism Brexit would not make a 
dent on Philippine trade with British firms, 
nor will this affect the country’s ongoing 
free trade agreement negotiations. 

The Philippine Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (PCCI) and the Philippine Export-
ers Confederation also do not expect Brexit 
to have a direct bearing on the country’s 
economy. 

PCCI president George T. Barcelon ex-
plained there might be an impact insofar as 
trade barriers are concerned. With Brit-
ain’s exit from the EU, there may be some 

preferential concessions that may no long-
er be applicable to the UK. 

Philexport president Sergio R. Ortiz-Luis Jr. 
likewise believed the impact, if any, would 
most likely be indirect at least for Philip-
pine exporters. 

“I don’t see any direct effect of Brexit on 
Philippine electronics exports. The UK is 
not among our top export destinations,” 
added Dan Lachica, president of Semicon-
ductor and Electronics Industries in the 
Philippines Inc. 

As of end-2015, the total bilateral trade 
between the Philippines and the UK was 
estimated to have grown by 30 percent to 
roughly $2.6 billion last year.  With re-
ports from Nikko Dizon, Miguel Camus 
and Estrella Torres / PHILIPPINE DAI-
LY INQUIRER  ⦿ 

(Continued from page 17) 

PH ECONOMY SEEN TO ... 

RetroSPECT to rock 

Taste of Manila 2016 

3-time Aliw awardee for Best Performing Group will headline  

‘I-Baile Mo, I-Disco Mo!”, street dancing on Bathurst Street. 

Hayley Bowdery is 
Mutya ng Maynila 
2016 
Hayley Bowdery was crowned Mutya ng Maynila 
2016 at a pageant organized by Edgar Sulit and Jam 
Rodriguez of IPEN and held June 19 in Toronto.  She 
will be the ambassador of goodwill for the Taste of 
Manila 2016 street festival on Aug20 & 21.   
PHOTO (R) BY TED DIAZ. 

facebook photo 
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Heritage Toronto  
walking tour features 
No. York’s Little Manila 

Heritage Toronto conducted the first walking tour of 
North York’s Little Manila on May 21 as part of its 2016 
Neighbourhood Tours Program.  The participants and or-
ganizers gathered at Bathurst and Wilson Parkette to ex-
perience and explore the ongoing transformation of the 
neighbourhood’s vibrant culture and food market.  There 
is a big concentration of Filipino businesses around the 
Bathurst-Wilson intersection that shows the thriving en-
trepreneurship of Toronto’s Filipino community, one of 
the city’s fastest-growing and most diverse cultural 
groups.  Another tour is scheduled for September 3, 2016.  
 
The tour was put together by Heritage Toronto’s Director 
of Programming: Kaitlin Wainwright; Community pro-
grams and Events Coordinator: Candice McCavitt;  Re-
search Editor & Tour Leader Diana Roldan; Research 
Contributors, Tour Leaders: Yshmael Cabana, Jennilee 
Austria; Other Research Contributors: Amanda Bar-
bosa, Pepito Torralba; Filipino Business Own-
ers: Melchor Galeon, FV Foods / Lorna "Judy" Leal, 
Daily Bread Bakery/ 

Toronto Mayor John Tory, 
Philippine Ambassador to 
Canada Petronila Garcia 
will lead the list of guest 
speakers at the 3rd edition 
of the Taste of Manila along 
Bathurst and Wilson 
streets. 

The annual street festival, 
which draws thousands of 
festival goers to immersed 
themselves in Filipino mer-
rymaking as well as tradi-
tional food and unique cul-
ture from the nation’s more 
than 7,000 islands is to be 
held on August 20 and 21. 

The street-wide event 
which covers the length 
and breadth of the area 
now known as Little Ma-
nila, is now indisputably 

the much –awaited biggest 
summer extravaganza that 
features sampling of Filipi-
no delicacies and fiesta 
food, as well as the famous 
“street food”, celebrities 
courtesy of giant network 
ABS-CBN, local and import-
ed Filipino talents with this 
year’s featured guest the 
Retrospect Pop group, a 3-
time Aliw awardee, who 
will perform live. 

Another feature for the first 
time would be the ANCOP 

Walk 2016 (Toronto leg) to 
raise funds for the poor and 
homeless in the Philippines. 

Major  Title sponsors are 
ONE AYALA comprising of 
BPI, Globe Telecom and 
Ayala Land and ABS-CBN 
while the Philippine Consu-
late General in Toronto will 
open a Philippine pavilion 
with various displays of 
Filipiniana. 

Another first in the festival 
is the opening of a “beer 
garden” that will feature 
San Miguel beer, sponsored 
by Pacific Ark Inc. - official 
distributor of San Miguel 
Beer - a favourite among 
the Filipinos and with the 
classic taste that’s gaining 
international popularity. 

For more details, please see 
our next announcement on 
our following month’s 
(July) issue.  (AFS) 

FOR INQUIRIES 
VISIT  www.tasteofmanilatoronto.com 
EMAIL  thetasteofmanila@gmail.com 

 

Walk Against Poverty & Hopelessness  
REGISTER NOW!  WALK.ANCOPCANADA.ORG  

MAYOR TORY, PHILIPPINE 
AMBASSADOR TO LEAD 
TASTE OF MANILA GUESTS 

http://www.tasteofmanilatoronto.com
mailto:thetasteofmanila@gmail.com
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Nicasio Musngi Pardo & Estela Maligmat PardoNicasio Musngi Pardo & Estela Maligmat PardoNicasio Musngi Pardo & Estela Maligmat Pardo   

60th60th60th   Wedding AnniversaryWedding AnniversaryWedding Anniversary   

Nicasio and Estela have reached a milestone—60 years of  

being together and being in love.  Family and friends joined 

the grand celebration held on June 14 at Rembrandt Banquet 

hall. The couple was blessed with five children.  In attendance 

were daughter  Gene Pardo-Elamparo, Richard &  Jing Pardo, 

Geraldine Pardo-Aman & Jerry Aman & Jeff Pardo.  Son Sonny 

Pardo and daughter-in-law Evelyn Seguan-Pardo from the 

Philippines were unable to attend.   

Nicasio and Estela have 7 grandchildren:  Cleo Pardo Vivas, RJ 

& Randall Pardo, Samantha, Danielle & Ryleigh Aman, and Jo-

dyne Adams Pardo. And 3 great grandchildren:  Arianna Par-

do, Bariella Pardo Vivas and Karina Pardo Vivas. 

The 270 guests comprising of family and friends were treated 

to so much food, fun and entertainment.    

PHOTOS BY BONG MOLANO 
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(Waves of our Lives) 
 

Host: 

  KUYA NESTOR 

ENTERTAINMENT TO ADVERTISE please email at filipinonewswaves@gmail.com 

Sundays  
8:30 pm - 9:00pm 

Sama-Saya:  TFC hour with Richard Gomez in Pistahan sa Toronto.  On June 11, the veteran actor and 
newly elected Mayor of Ormoc City was the special guest at the annual Nathan Philip Square  festival.  
PHOTO BY ARIEL RAMOS. 

Pres. Duterte asks help 
from Aiza and Liza to 
promote arts and culture 

DAVAO CITY, Philippines – 
Rodrigo Duterte’s staunch 
supporters Aiza Seguerra and 
wife Liza Din o were called for 
help by the President-elect to 
promote arts and culture in 
the country. 

According to ABS-CBN News, 
Aiza disclosed in a brief inter-
view with Davao reporters 
what President Duterte asked 
from them. The singer / artist 
said: 

“..Yun nga yung agenda for 
arts and culture, he’s asking 
us for help. So ayun, magpu-
pulong na kami ng mga artist 
friends so that once we meet 
up with him meron na kaming 
nakahandang mga pwedeng 
gawin.” 

[The agenda is arts and cul-
ture, he’s asking us for help. 
We’ll set a meeting with artist 
friends so that once we meet 
up with him we can give him 
plans and proposals.] 

Liza, on the other hand, said 
she’s happy that the Presi-
dent showed interest in 
working out the arts and cul-
ture industry. 

“Nakakatuwa kase sya mismo 
‘yung nagsalita talaga na nag-
sabi sa amin na parang ‘Let’s 
work on arts and culture. Mga 
Pilipino tayo. You know how 
much I love this country.” 

[It’s nice to hear coming 
straight from him, he said 
‘Let’s work on arts and cul-
ture. We’re all Filipino. You 
know how much I love this 
country’.] 

The couple, who were both 
self-confessed supporters of 
the tough-talking mayor, 
were recently engaged in 
separate issues associated 
with President Duterte. 

Seguerra, in an article by 
Kicker Daily on June 8, urged 
fellow Duterte supporters to 
not become blind followers 
and encouraged everyone to 
be responsible defenders of 
the president-elect, while 
Din o shared her opinion on 
the catcalling issue between 
the incoming president and 
GMA News reporter Mariz 
Umali.—post by Jasmine C/ 
KICKERDAILY.COM 

President-elect Rodrigo Duterte called Aiza Seguerra and 
wife Liza Din o for help in promoting arts and culture. 

The couple were grateful that the incoming president has 
interest in improving arts and culture in the country. 

The two are ardent supporters of the mayor ever since 
the latter decided to run for presidency. 

President-elect Rodrigo Duterte with Aiza Seguerra and Liza Dino.  

 

Richard Gomez 
thrills Toronto  
audience at 
Pistahan ng 
Bayan 2016 at 
Nathan Philip 
Square 

ABS-CBN and TFC mark “Maalaala Mo Kaya’s” 25th anniversary by bringing the program’s inspira-
tional talk series with Ms. Charo Santos, to Filipinos in Madrid for its first destination 
 

“MMK’s” journey with Filipinos and 
their stories reach new heights with the 
global online premiere of “Kwentuhang 
Kapamilya” on TFC.tv 

June 24, 2016 (Madrid, 
Spain) – As part of its 25th 
year of bringing life to the sto-
ries of Filipinos, ABS-CBN’s 
Maalaala Mo Kaya (MMK) 
Asia’s longest-running drama 
anthology, is taking it a plane 
higher as it brings the first 
“Kwentuhang Kapamilya” out-
side the Philippines to kaba-
bayans in Madrid, Spain with 
Ms. Charo Santos, and to Fili-
pinos worldwide via its global 
online premiere on TFC.tv on 
June 27, 8 p.m. Manila time. 

As a way of thanking its view-
ers, ABS-CBN and The Filipino 
Channel (TFC) are bringing 
the storytelling closer to Fili-
pinos of the world by bringing 
no less than Ms. Santos to hear 
for herself, the accounts of 
kababayans who have stories 
to tell and valuable life lessons 
to impart. 

Over the past 25 years, “MMK” 
has become part of the lives of 
Filipinos as it mirrored their 
life struggles, triumphs and 
lessons, as essayed in its ta-
gline “Ikaw Ang Bida Sa 
Kuwento Mo 

First seen on television in 
1991, it has been shared and 
experienced by audiences 
across platforms: radio, mov-
ies, music, books, merchan-
dise and including its sub-
titled version for non-Filipino 
speaking viewers of TFC. 

As an essential part of the an-
niversary, “MMK 25” launches 
“Kwentuhang Kapamilya” 
where overseas Filipinos 

(OFs) will share the stories 
themselves starting in Madrid, 
true to its adage.  The inspira-
tional talk series hopes view-
ers worldwide can derive les-
sons from kababayans who 
have been there. 

The narratives tell of parents, 
siblings and spouses who may 
have had a hard time at first 
but worked their way to suc-
cess and are now able to enjoy 
their lives with their loved 
ones.  Their struggles may 
persist in different forms, but 
at the end of the day, “MMK 
25” wishes to impart that they 
just need to be resilient and 
focused on their dreams. 

Playing key roles as well in the 
first of a series of inspirational 

talks is ABS-CBN Europe, Mid-
dle East and Africa Managing 
Director Kai V. Rodriguez 
and the TFC team in Europe, 
host Amy Perez, singer Jona, 
and Filipino community lead-
ers. 

Together, let us witness the 
stories of kababayans that 
inspire in “Kwentuhang Ka-
pamilya’s” global online prem-
iere on June 27 at 8 p.m. via 
TFC.tv worldwide, for free.  
The first of the inspirational 
talk series can also be seen in 
the Philippines via mmk.abs-
cbn.com. 

Visit emea.kapamilya.com or 
facebook.com/Europe for 
more information. 

Catch the WAVES  
every Sunday at www.pinoyradio.com 

http://mmk.abs-cbn.com/
http://mmk.abs-cbn.com/
http://emea.kapamilya.com/
http://facebook.com/Europe
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Mon Torralba 

MUSIC STAND Thank you to the followers of this page.  
Enjoy the chords to your favourite OPM songs. 

Please continue to send is your requests at 
wavesnews247@gmail.com. 

Guitar blues:  Eric 
Clapton struggling 
to play guitar 
By David Millward 

Eric Clapton, one of the most iconic guitarists of 
the rock era,  is struggling to play the instru-
ment on which he made his name. 

Clapton, 71, said damage to his nervous system 
had made it hard for him to play the guitar be-
cause of the illness. 

“I’ve had quite a lot of pain over the last year. It 
started with lower back pain, and turned into 
what they call peripheral neuropathy - which is 
where you feel like you have electric shocks go-
ing down your leg,” he told Classic Rock maga-
zine. 

“And I’ve had to figure out how to deal with 
some other things from getting old.’’ 

For years Clapton, whose career encompassed 
playing with John Mayall, Cream and the first 
“super group” Blind Faith, lived a life of rock 
and roll excess. 

He struggled with addiction to alcohol, prescrip-
tion drugs, cocaine and heroin.  

“Because I’m in recovery from alcoholism and 
addiction to substances, I consider it a great 
thing to be alive at all. By rights I should have 
kicked the bucket a long time ago.  

“For some reason I was plucked from the jaws 
of hell and given another chance,’ he said. 

In one interview, two years ago, he paid tribute 
to another rock legend, JJ Cale, who he credits 
with getting him through his darkest days. 

Clapton recently released a new studio album, I 
Still Do, which he supported with a brief string 
of performances in Tokyo. 

There a currently no tour dates scheduled. ⦿ 

Filipino-Canadian group KUYA Productions, made up of brothers Sammy and Bobby Gerongo were 
celebrated and honored at one of the biggest events for songwriters and publishers in both Los An-
geles and in Toronto. As producers on the Billboard-charting pop star Alessia Cara’s smash hit 
“HERE”, the brothers were awarded at the ASCAP (American Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers) Pop Music Awards in Los Angeles for their song which was one of the most performed 
songs in 2015.  In Toronto, SOCAN (Society of Composers, Authors and Music Publishers of Canada) 
awarded them with best Pop/Rock song.  KUYA is best known for their work with international art-
ist such as Nelly, Nicki Minaj and have also released their own artist JRDN who won the Juno R&B/
Soul recording of the year in 2014. ⦿ 

KUYA Productions 
Wins Multiple 
Awards in 2016  

KUYA with Stella and ICON Max Martin at ASCAP POP 
MUSIC AWARDS 2016. 

Magkaisa 
Composer:  Tito Sotto 
Artist:  Virna Lisa 
 

Intro: Bb9 – Gm - G# - C#m 
           F#7sus – (D#m7) Em7 - A7sus 
 

Verse1 
 
  D           A/C# Bm7          /A              G  D/F# 
   Ngayon     ganap ang hirap sa mundo 
      Em           A      A/G       F#m7 
   Unawa ang kailangan ng tao 
        B9        B7b9                 Em  A11 A  C11  A7sus 
   Ang pagmamahal sa kapwa'y ilaan 
 
         D     A/C#    Bm           /A              G  D/F# 
   Isa lang    ang ugat na ating pinagmulan 
     Em         A    A/G           F#m7 
   Tayong lahat ay magkakalahi 
       B9          B7b9                    Em       A7sus 
   Sa unos at agos ay huwag padadala 
 

Chorus 
 
  A7sus-A7-D        (A/C#)       Bm 
   Panahon na (may pag-asa kang matatanaw) 
       (Bm/A)    G                 (D/F#)   Em        A 
   Ng pagkakaisa (bagong umaga, bagong araw) 
    (A/G)  F#m7                              Bm7 
   Kahit ito (sa atin Siya'y nagmamahal) 
                Em         A7sus 
   Ay hirap at dusa 
  A7sus-A7-D                  (A/C#)        Bm 
   Magkaisa   (may pag-asa kang matatanaw) 
  (Bm/A)     G                              (D/F#)   Em   A 
   At magsama (bagong umaga, bagong araw) 
  (A/G)     F#m                                       Bm 
   Kapit-kamay (sa atin Siya'y nagmamahal) 
                   Em          A7sus 
   Sa bagong pag-asa 
 

Verse 2 
 
  D     A/C#-Bm        /A                    G  D/F# 
   Ngayon    may pag-asang natatanaw 
 
     Em        A                 A/G     F#m-F#m7 
   May bagong araw, bagong umaga 
      B9                   B7b9             Em         A7sus 
   Pagmamahal ng Diyos, isipin mo tuwina 
 
   (Repeat Chorus) 
 
  Bb7sus-Bb7-Eb           (Bb/D)       Cm 
   Magkaisa (may pag-asa kang matatanaw) 
  (Cm/Bb) G#                  (Eb/G)              Fm  Bb 
   At magsama (bagong umaga, bagong araw) 
  (Bb/G#)  Gm7                                       Cm 
   Kapit-kamay (sa atin Siya'y nagmamahal) 
                     Fm        Bb7sus 
   Sa bagong pag-asa 
 
   (Repeat Chorus moving chords  
      1/2 step <Bb> higher) 
 
  Bb7sus-Bb7-(Coda) 
   Magkaisa 
 

Coda: Eb-(Bb/D)-Cm-(Cm/Bb)- 
         G#-(Eb/G)-Fm-Bb-(Bb/G#)- 
         Gm-Cm-Fm-Bb7sus 
 
   (Repeat Coda to fade) 

Bayan Ko 
Music: Constancio de Guzman 
Lyrics: Jose Corazon de Jesus 
Artist: Freddie Aguilar 
 
Intro: Fm-Cm-G7-Cm-; (2x) 
          Cm 
 
  Cm 
   Ang bayan kong Pilipinas 
                              G7 
   Lupain ng ginto't bulaklak 
 

Bayan Ko 
Music: Constancio de Guzman 
Lyrics: Jose Corazon de Jesus 
Artist: Freddie Aguilar 
 
Intro: Fm-Cm-G7-Cm-; (2x) 
          Cm 
 

Verse1 
 
Cm 
   Ang bayan kong Pilipinas 
                              G7 
   Lupain ng ginto't bulaklak 
 
   Pag-ibig na sa kanyang palad 
                             Cm 
   Nag-alay ng ganda't dilag 
  Cm 
   At sa kanyang yumi at ganda 
  C7                         Fm 
   Dayuhan ay nahalina 
  Fm               Cm 
   Bayan ko, binihag ka 
      G7                 Cm  G7 
   Nasadlak sa dusa. 
 

Chorus 
 
   C                                   G 
   Ibon mang may layang lumipad 
                                C 
   Kulungin mo at umiiyak 
   C                                Dm7 
   Bayan pa kayang sakdal-dilag 
  G7                                 C 
   Ang di magnasang makaalpas 
   C                         G 
   Pilipinas kong minumutya 
  G7                         C 
   Pugad ng luha at dalita 
  F               C 
   Aking adhika 
              G7                   C 
   Makita kang sakdal laya. 
 
   Ad lib: C-G7-C 
           C-G7-D-G7- 
           C-Dm7-G7-C- 
           C-F-C, G7-C- 
 
   (Repeat Chorus except last word) 
 
               C-Eb-F-C 
        ...laya. 

 

"Music  

is what feelings 

sound like"  

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/music/rockandpopfeatures/11501274/Just-how-good-is-Eric-Clapton.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/music/rockandpopfeatures/11501274/Just-how-good-is-Eric-Clapton.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/music/rockandpopfeatures/10990285/Eric-Clapton-JJ-Cale-got-me-through-my-darkest-days.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/music/rockandpopfeatures/10990285/Eric-Clapton-JJ-Cale-got-me-through-my-darkest-days.html
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“Not everyone over there has identifi-
cation, not everyone has a bank ac-
count and not everyone lives in a big 
city. Remittance companies are on 
every corner. They are convenient. We 
Filipinos tend to use them.” 

International remittances not only 
contribute to the economic growth of 
less prosperous nations, they provide 
a substantial source of income to 
banks and money transfer companies 
involved in the approximately $600-
billion global remittance industry, ac-
cording to the World Bank. 

TransferWise 

“There are more than three million 
Canadians who live abroad and almost 
seven million people living in Canada 
who were born overseas and together 
they pay more than $1-billion in fees 
and other charges to transfer [about] 
$30-billion abroad every year,” says 
TransferWise co-founder, Kristo Kaar-
mann. 

Frustration with the high fees charged 
by banks on international money 
transfers prompted Mr. Kaarmann, a 
former Skype employee, to join forces 
with fellow Estonian Taavet Hinrikus 
to create TransferWise five years ago. 

From a two-man operation, the com-
pany now employs 500 people and 
operates close to 500 foreign currency 
routes. 

The firm has $91-million (U.S.) in 
backing from investors that include 
Andreessen Horowitz, Sir Richard 
Branson, former CitiGroup chief exec-
utive officer Vikram Pandit and PayPal 
founders Peter Thiel and Max Levchin. 

TransferWise permits Canadians to 
transfer funds to any of 60 countries 
in 35 currencies on its international 
money transfer platform, the company 
says. For its service, TransferWise 
charges just 1.2 per cent. 

The service is also quicker. A money 
transfer takes 17 seconds, or 0.5 sec-
onds with the mobile app, the 2015 
winner of Apple’s Most Innovative 
App award. 

Innovating the transfer of money is 
allowing remittance companies to 
pose stiff competition to traditional 
money-transfer operations. 

Payment processing giant Western 
Union Co. and its main competitor, 
MoneyGram International Inc. repre-
sent roughly 20 per cent of the global 
remittance market. 

In North America, MoneyGram oper-
ates out of retail locations, making 
access easy for consumers. 

Western Union, meanwhile, is in Mon-
ey Marts across Canada, in addition to 
other agent locations in supermarkets, 
convenience stores, travel agencies 
and other retailers. It also has an 
online transfer service through credit 
cards or Bank of Nova Scotia or Bank 
of Montreal. 

Ria Money Transfer, a subsidiary of 
the Euronet Worldwide Inc. financial 
service technology company, has more 
than 1,400 locations in Canada. They 
include mom-and-pop shops in the 
country’s ethnic communities. 

 

Marco Amoranto, the business devel-
opment and marketing manager for 
Ria in Toronto, says that the main re-
mittance corridors for Canada are the 
Philippines, Mexico and other Latin 
Americans countries, and the Caribbe-
an. “I’ve worked for several remit-
tance companies since 2002 and at the 
end of the day the customer will 
choose a transfer company they can 
trust with their hard-earned money,” 
Mr. Amoranto says. 

Mobile technology eliminates the 
forms, codes, agents, extra time, and 
fees tied to the traditional money 
transfer process, which is a large part 

of the appeal. 

But expansion of the money transfer 
business is limited by regulatory 
guidelines and the establishment of 
transfer points, especially in develop-
ing countries. 

The money transfer business is vul-
nerable to fraudulent activity and in-
dividual companies are responsible 
for protecting their clients’ funds. 

Remitly 

Seattle startup Remitly, in Canada 
since April, concentrates on transfers 
to emerging economies, among them 
India and the Philippines, two of Cana-
da’s top remittance receiving destina-
tions. 

Canadians send about $2.9-billion to 
India and about $2-billion to the Phil-
ippines each year, according to Remit-
ly co-founder and chief executive of-
ficer Matt Oppenheimer. 

Philippine remittance companies are 
plentiful. But they don’t all comply 
with Europe’s strict anti-money laun-
dering rules. 

In entering the Philippines, Remitly 
promises heightened transparency 

and lowered fees. 

“We’re able to cut cost and increase 
transparency because we don’t rely on 
third-party aggregators for our trans-
actions,” Mr. Oppenheimer says. 
“Instead, we’ve built a proprietary 
network of banks and cash pickup 
locations to deliver funds quickly and 
securely overseas.” 

Customers can access Remitly on any 
device connected to the Internet. 

The app enables people in the United 
States and Canada to send money to 
other countries instantly using the 
company’s express service (starting at 
$3.99 a transaction and linked to a 
debit card) or up to three days using 
the economy service ($0 flat fee and 
linked to a bank account). 

Funds can be transferred to a number 
of partner banks or more than 20,000 
cash pickup locations in receiving 
countries. 

Remitly also charges a fluctuating con-
version fee. “Our pricing moves with 
the Forex market so there is no set 
dollar amount for any transaction,” 
Mr. Oppenheimer says. ⦿ 

(Continued from page 16) 

MASSIVE MONEY-TRANSFER  

INDUSTRY ... 

Ria’s Marco Amoranto 
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