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2015 is Year of the Poor as PH 
awaits Pope 
MANILA - The Catholic Bishops Con-
ference of the Philippines (CBCP) 
declared 2015 as the "Year of the 
Poor" as the country prepares for 
the arrival of Pope Francis, who has 
been dubbed the champion of the 

poor. 

“We as the Church of the Poor are 
called to renew our commitment to 
Christ’s mission and to always take 

(Continued on page 7) 

“ H AG U PI T ”  

“Evacuation rather than rescue” 

Typhoon-weary Filipinos rode out 
the weakened fury of Ruby 
(international name Hagupit ) with 
steely resolve and clockwork prepa-
rations thus avoiding massive loss of 
lives and destruction. 

With grim memories of Yolanda still 
fresh on their minds, government 
authorities braced for the worse but 
nevertheless mobilized an estimated 
1.6 million people along the path of 

the cyclone, first reported to be car-
rying strength of more than 200 
KPH (kilometers per hour), and cat-
egorized as a “supertyphoon” like 
Yolanda. 

But as it made its first of four land-
falls in Eastern Samar, it gradually 
begun losing steam but not before 
doing considerable damage to the 

(Continued on page 6) 

Soldiers join together to pull a fallen tree toppled by Typhoon Hagupit in Eastern Sa-
mar, in central Philippines on Dec. 8.  Nearly 13,000 houses were crushed and more 
than 22,300 were partially damaged in Eastern Samar province, where Hagupit first hit 
land as a category 3 typhoon on Saturday, local officials said. (Photo: NBC News) 

In this issue, we are introducing two 
columnists joining our Opinion/
Editorial page(OP-ED). 

PETER PAUL DE LA CRUZ, seasoned 
community journalist writes his 
maiden column titled “Currents and 
Waves “, an incisive analysis of 
events, personalities, milestones and 
other relevant issues within the com-
munity, the Canadian milieu, in the 
Philippines and global concerns. 

He is a founding member of the Phil-

ippine Press Club of Ontario (PPCO) 
and became its first president, serving 
for two-and-a half terms until he took 
a sabbatical to concentrate on his job 
at a government-funded corporation 
where he is project manager. 

Paul brings with him a wealth 
of  journalistic experience that spans 
more than a decade . 

Manila- based DIEGO “DING” FRANCO 

(Continued on page 6) 

OUR NEW OP-ED TEAM  

By Waves News staff 

 
‘Fight of the Century’ is on? 

“We are ready.  Let's make 
it happen. May 2.  May-
weather versus Manny 
Pacquiao.  Let's do it. ” 

- Floyd Mayweather, Jr. 

"He (Mayweather) has 
reached a dead end. He 
has nowhere to run but to 
fight me."  

- Manny Pacquiao 

By t.f.soriano 

No more running around the bush. 

Manny Pacquiao has vowed to chase 
Floyd Mayweather into ring submis-
sion after the undefeated American 
offered to fight him next year.  

The biggest sports buzz of this year 
2014 is the inevitable mega fight 
between Manny Pacquiao and Floyd 
Mayweather. Will it finally material-
ize? 

Hardly had the spectators exited the 
Cotai Arena at the Venetian after 
Pacquao thrashed contender Chris 
Algeiri in 12 rounds via six knock-
downs, on Nov.22, the big question 
being bandied about is:  Will  there 
be a Pacquiao-Mayweather meeting, 
the ultimate fight that will decide 
who is the better pound for pound 
boxer in the world.? 

(Continued on page 3) 

JAILHOUSE HOTEL, 
JAILHOUSE ROCK! 
Imagine a jail cell with a Jacuzzi, a 
big screen TV while another one, 
with a music recording studio com-
plete with latest expensive musical 
instruments. 

And as you open the drawers in 
those carpeted rooms (called kubols 
in prison jargon) of the 20 or so high 
profile drug lord convicts, you are 
greeted with diamond crusted ex-
pensive watches and jewelry (Patek 
Philippe, Rolex) worth millions and 

wads of cold cash some amounting 
P1.5 million plus thousands of US 
dollars.  This is because these pris-
oners conduct their illegal drug 
dealing business while in the slam-
mer. 

After an expose made by ABS-CBN 
network, Justice Secretary Leila De 
Lima made a surprise raid  Decem-
ber 14 of the oldest Philippine pris-

(Continued on page 7) 

Purisima Suspended! 
See related story on page 3 
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Manila Feedback 

Year in Review 2014:  
Top newsmakers in the Philippines 
By Thea Alberto-Masakayan  

They made headlines and spurred debates. 
They were among the most searched news 
personalities in Yahoo Philippines too. Here 
are the people, in no particular order, who 
made big news in the Philippines in 2014.  
(Photos by NPPA Images) 
 
1. Vice President Jejomar Binay 

Given his position as the country’s second-
highest ranking official, it’s normal for Bi-
nay to be newsworthy. But this year has 
been extra controversial for the 2016 presi-
dential polls hopeful—from allegations of 
an overpriced car park to an overpriced 
high school building in Makati, and facing 
(but not attending) a series of Senate hear-
ing probing his supposed Batangas estate. 
Add to that his plummeting ratings in presi-
dential polls. A packed year for the VP, in-
deed. 
 
2. Janet Lim Napoles 

She has not been as visible after her arrest in 
2013 but Janet Napoles still makes news-
rooms busy. Her profuse menstrual bleeding, 
or of having sex at the hospital made people 
cringe—issues that surfaced because she 
sought hospitalization for ovarian tumor. In 
June, Napoles, the alleged mastermind of the 
multi-million Priority Development Assis-
tance Fund (PDAF) scam was charged with 
plunder, alongside Senators Juan Ponce En-
rile, Jose “Jinggoy” Estrada, and Ramon “Bong” 
Revilla. 
 
3. Imelda Marcos 

The former First Lady and now Ilocos Norte 
Representative began the year with a bang 
when she visited and brought wine and flow-
ers to former president Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo, who is under hospital arrest and then 
called President Benigno “Noynoy” Aquino III 
unjust and cruel. In November, Sandi-
ganbayan meanwhile seized Marcos's prized 
paintings by Pablo Picasso, Michaelangelo 

Buonarotti, Francisco de Goya, among others. 
One of the paintings was reportedly pur-
chased in 1983 for a whopping $3.5 million. 
 
4. Manny Pacquiao 

 
The most popular Filipino athlete won in two 
boxing bouts this year (vs Timothy Bradley in 
April and vs. Chris Algieri in November) and 
also donned a basketball jersey instead of 
gloves, when he joined Kia team as a playing 
coach. However, his biggest achievement 
must be the birth of his fifth son, whom he 
and wife Jinkee named Israel. 
 
5. Nora Aunor 

Superstardom and countless acting accolades 
have not been enough to convince 
Malacanang that Nora Aunor deserves to be 
called a National Artist. In July, President 
Aquino thumbed down a nomination for 
Aunor, citing a previous drug-related case in 
the U.S.  
 
Earlier in the year Aunor gained a monument 
in Paoay, Ilocos Norte, the shooting location of 
her iconic film "Himala.” Aunor may have lost 
the prestige and perks of being a National Art-
ist but she’ll always have the support of her 
legions of fans. 
 
6. Jovito Palparan 

One of the country’s most wanted was ar-
rested in August, in a humble hide-out at 
Sta. Mesa, Manila. The emaciated Major 
General once tagged as “berdugo” (butcher) 
said he stayed free for three years with a fa-
cial hair disguise. However, a single ATM 
transaction gave clues on is whereabouts. 
He is charged with the disappearance of Ka-
ren Empeno and Sherlyn Cadapan and is 
detained at the Philippine Army headquar-
ters. 

 

(Continued on page 11) 

BUSAN – While Philippine 
National Police (PNP) chief 
Director General Alan Purisi-
ma has the right to defend 
himself from charges of cor-
ruption, he should stick to 
the rule of law and accept a 
suspension order from the 
Office of the Ombudsman, 
President Aquino said yester-
day. 

“We will follow all the pro-
cesses and procedures man-
dated by law,” the President 
told reporters here on the 
sidelines of the ASEAN-South 
Korea commemorative sum-
mit. 

“We also have to recognize 
that this person has rights 
that should also be protect-
ed,” he added. 

Aquino admitted feeling un-

easy when answering ques-
tions on whether the suspen-
sion has affected his trust in 
Purisima. 

“I’m sure somebody will say 
I’m favoring Director General 
Purisima or I’ve lost trust in 
him,” the President said. 

He said Purisima had told 
him during their latest con-
versation that he was keep-
ing to quarters.   

The President also appeared 
cool to appointing a perma-

(Continued on page 9) 

Already, boxing pundits, 
promoters, oddsmaker and 
even US politicians all 
agreed: Time for Mayweath-
er to face Pacquiao. 

Even Mexican boxing great 
Juan Manuel Marquez had 
urged Mayweather to once 
and for all fight Pacquiao. 

Marquez had even chastised 
Mayweather to stop posting 
photos of him knocking out 
the Pacman cold during 
their last bout a couple of 
years ago. 

Mayweather’s posting was 

obviously aimed to taunt 
Pacquiao but Marquez said, 
“He (Mayweather) should 
fight him first.  Prove he is 
the best not just talk but 
beat the man considered the 
best pound for pound fight-
er for years—Manny 
Pacquiao”. 

For Mayweather, many be-
lieve, it’s time for him to 
stop evading the Pacman, 
walk the talk and to decide 
once and for all who the 
“King of the Boxing Uni-
verse” is, after all. 

For Pacman, with his seem-
ingly resurrected and re-
newed strength and ferocity 
in the ring as shown by his 
one sided match with the 
undefeated Algeiri, will that 
be enough to stain May-
weather ‘s perfect win loss 
record with a convincing 
victory? 

For fans around the world, 

the potential billion dollar 

match will be the “Fight of 

the Century”.  ⦿ 

(Continued from page 1) 

PACQUIAO VS MAYWEATHER 

Fight of the Century is on? 

WBO welterweight champion Manny Pacquiao wins against unde-
feated Chris Algieri.  Will he hand Mayweather his first defeat? 

Marquez 

PNoy does a Pontius 
Pilate, tells Purisima:   
Accept Suspension 

https://ph.news.yahoo.com/blogs/author/thea-alberto-masakayan/
https://anc.yahoo.com/news/what-imelda-marcos-gave-to-gloria-arroyo-151931113.html
https://anc.yahoo.com/news/what-imelda-marcos-gave-to-gloria-arroyo-151931113.html
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YOLANDA PHOBIA SAVED 
FILIPINOS FROM RUBY 

YOLANDA’S 
LEGACY 

Tenny F. Soriano 

At the site where 57 people were killed Nov 23, 2009.  AAP Photo 

What could have been another catastrophe was averted 
with the onset of “Ruby” (international name: Hagupit ) 
in the week of December 8, 2014. 

Fearing the worst, government authorities in the Philip-
pines seemed to have learned a bitter lesson from super-
typhoon “Yolanda”. 

This time they were well prepared unlike in past disas-
ters of Typhoons Ondoy, Pepeng, Pablo and of course last 
year’s deadly and strongest cylone in Yolanda.   

Days before “Ruby” struck land, local government units 
down to the barangay or village levels immediately 
placed into high gear its evacuation plans. 

The result: an estimated 1.6 million people were mobi-
lized and moved to safer grounds and evacuation centers.  
This was the largest movement of people since World 
War II. 

By the time the typhoon made four landfalls in Dolores, 
Samar, Masbate and Romblon, Mindoro and finally in Ba-
tangas, “Ruby” had considerably weakened but not be-
fore causing some damage. 

However, the scope or scale of devastation and loss of 
lives was nowhere within “Yolanda’s” frightening statis-
tics of more than 7,000 deaths and massive destruction. 

It was reported that the latest total number of fatalities 
was placed at between 18 to 21. 

The estimated cost of damage of “Ruby” was pegged at 
some P2 billion but this could have doubled or tripled 
were residents not alerted in a timely manner. 

In the Bicol region, farmers were able to harvest their 
crops while businesses instituted contingency plans days 
ahead of the impending weather disturbance.  As a result, 
millions if not billions of agricultural products were 
saved. 

The importance of disaster management cannot be over-
looked nor underemphasized. 

For a country visited by 20 tropical cyclones each year 
and with at least 8 to 9 of them making landfall, investing 
and training for such emergencies or disasters should be 
high priority. 

Japan, a country that deals with an almost daily occur-
rences of earthquakes remains an economic industrial 
giant because of its high commitment on disaster prepar-
edness and management.   

In the same vein, the Philippines is exposed to the so-
called tropical cyclone zone of the Pacific Rim and in the 
“volcanic ring of fire”, and therefore should place a high 
premium on such disaster and emergency management 
programs. 

The legacy of fear brought about by “Yolanda” remains 
etched in the minds of families and survivors of that No-
vember 2013 national tragedy. ⦿ 

The nightmares of last year’s 
“Yolanda” is this year’s valua-
ble lesson for typhoon 
“Ruby” (international name: 
Hagupit). 

By the time international 
weather forecasters catego-
rized the disturbance into a 
supertyphoon, government 
authorities down to the ba-
rangay level had already put 
into place a nationwide evac-
uation plan ahead of the in-
coming tropical cyclone. 

By the time Ruby has made 
four landfalls and weakened 
considerably, some 1.6 mil-
lion people were already out 
of harm’s way. Safe and 
sound in evacuation centers. 

Filipinos have learned the 
bitter way. It took more than 
7,000 lives and billions worth 
of damaged properties, crops 
and infrastructure before we 
realize the importance of dis-
aster preparedness and man-
agement. 

It was only after “Ondoy” 
when people and government 
realized the painful truth:  to 
prepare for disaster before it 
happens.  As you can see now, 
almost every municipality 
had invested in search and 
rescue equipment such as 
rubber boats or rafts, warn-
ing devices, then training a 
core of rescue volunteers 
who respond at any given 
time. 

These equipment saved a lot 
of lives in Marikina whenever 
the perennial floods of their 
river occur. And these are 
basic or standard equipment 
that every local government 
unit should have had a long 
time ago but somehow, prior-
ities were misplaced until the 
great deluge came. 

******** 

NAME GAME:  There’s an on-
going debate on what to call 

the area bounding Wilson 
and Bathurst in North York.  
Some suggest Filtown, Philip-
pine Town, Manila town or 
Little Manila.  My friend and 
colleague Bong Faldas has a 
sensible name:  Little Philip-
pines. 

Congen Jones Mahilum said 
naming the area Little Philip-
pines is like belittling or de-
grading the stature of the 
country. 

But Bong counters there is 
such names as Little Italy 
here in Toronto, even Little 
Portugal. 

I don’t see anything wrong 
with Little Philippines.  Affix-
ing the adjective “Little” 
means only a representation 
of the much bigger thing or 
place.  In this case, when we 
talk of “Little Philippines” we 
talk of an area or a group of 
people that symbolically rep-
resent a piece of the bigger 
place which is in this case, the 
Philippines. 

In short, “Little Philippines” 
in Toronto is a “microcosm”, 
a representation or a mini-
version of a place. 

We can also name it: “Nayong 
Pilipino” which reminds me 
of the defunct Nayong Pilipi-
no Park located near the 
Ninoy Aquino International 
Airport. 

At that time it was drawing 
tourists and locals alike be-
cause of its mini-versions of 
the various regions in the 
Philippines. 

******** 

KORINA’S GAFFE: For the 
second time, ABS-CBN chief 
correspondent Korina 
Sanchez, aka Mrs. Mar Roxas 
drew the ire of netizens for 
her typhoon Ruby booboo 
imploring divine providence 
to let typhoon Ruby to alter 

course and instead hit Japan. 

While it’s understandable 
that what Korina meant was 
that Japan is better capable of 
handling disasters like earth-
quakes or cyclones than the 
Philippines, it’s obvious that 
prudence should have the 
better part of her being a 
journalist worth her salt. 

It is irresponsible to mouth 
such statements, moreover 
so, on national television.  It 
showed a lack of respect to-
wards the sensibility of a na-
tion, in this case the Japanese 
people who are known to 
have a high sense of polite-
ness, courtesy and sensitive-
ness. 

For one who could one day be 
the First lady of the Philip-
pines, tact and diplomacy is 
imperative and not to be giv-
en to such childish and un-
professional bearing. 

An apology is in order. 

 ******** 

MULTI-TASKING PACQUIAO: 
If Manny Pacquiao wants to 
beat Floyd Mayweather that 
is if that mega fight material-
izes, he should start rethink-
ing his priorities, or simply 
stop being a superman.  His 
foray into the world of pro-
fessional basketball will not 
only distract him to achieving 
a victory over Mayweather, it 
could terribly cause him 
harm while playing. A simple 
ankle sprain, a pulled groin or 
a back injury can jeopardize 
his boxing career. Like box-
ing, basketball is a fast, gruel-
ling and physical game. 

To fight Mayweather, 
Pacquiao should be more 
than 100 percent fit and con-
ditioned.  To beat him, he 
need a convincing win short 
of a knockout.⦿ 

PNoy does a Pontius 
Pilate, tells Purisima:   
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As we write this, Super Ty-
phoon Ruby, right on sched-
ule in its destructive course 
has blown itself away off into 
the South China Sea leaving 
on its wake teeth-gnashing 
stories of agony, hunger and 
loss and again, the resilience 
of our people as we rise up to 
the everyday life of surviving. 

The unforgettable Yolanda 
has left many lessons and 
when Ruby was correctly 
charted to hit when and 
where, most of our country-
men in the areas warned to 
be directly on the path and 
wrath of the typhoon fled to 
evacuation centers early, thus 
a minimal figure of casualty 
this time compared to 
Yolanda’s thousands of lives 
lost. 

Watching live stream of news 
of the typhoon on television, 
we shared with the rest a col-
lective sense of relief as the 
national and local govern-
ments took control of the dis-
aster situation, organized well 
planned operations, cancelled 
classes and marshalled peo-

ple to seek the safety of the 
facilities prepared for this 
contingency. Only the confu-
sion in earlier reporting of the 
death toll disarmed us from 
our comfort zone and made 
us wonder if this is what ails 
us all. There is something 
wrong with our appreciation 
of “mathematics”. The Philip-
pine Red Cross addition of 21 
casualties is far higher than 
the official National Disaster 
Risk Reduction and Manage-
ment Council’s (NDRRMC) 
equation of less than my five 
fingers. This rankled our 
brains and reminded us of 
election times when COME-
LEC and PPCRV always pre-
sent conflicting numbers dur-
ing the counting of votes. 

Well, on these shores, there’s 
not much difference between 
storms and elections these 
days except that storms are 
natural disasters while the 
other man-made. Yes, they’re 
a regular occurrence and now 
becoming predictable. Ty-
phoons and politics? We  
measure natural calamities 
for their destructive losses to 

life and property and the hav-
oc of politics in terms of cor-
ruption politicians will be 
remembered for. 

We cannot help it but politics 
and storms cannot be sepa-
rated. When natural disasters 
come, politics rear its ugly 
head in the surge of the news. 
While Ruby seethed, Yolanda 
was on equal news-bite. See-
ing the survivors re-live the 
sufferings and grief of the No-
vember 2013 calamity on tel-
evision as Ruby pounded tem-
porary tents and shelters, un-
finished and recently finished 
housing in Tacloban City send 
flashbacks of bitter memories 
and once more of the political 
bickering.  DILG Secretary 
Mar Roxas, who was in the 
midst of the crisis right when 
it started went viral in the 
social media network when 
he fell off a motorcycle while 
visiting areas hit most by the 
typhoon. Netizens raged if he 
should not be cited for violat-
ing a “No Helmet No Ride Pol-
icy”, which made our regular 
coffee-buddy M. Zapanta to 
quip: “Pati ba naman yun sin-

ita pa?” Yes, indeed. And peo-
ple were asking where the 
other presidentiables were 
busying themselves with. Ce 
est la vie in these parts of our 
shores. 

We took note also of how 
preparations for the forth-
coming visit of Pope Francis 
in Tacloban City in January 
and we are relieved that eve-
rything is taken care of. More 
than ever, our people are 
looking forward to His Holi-
ness’ emotionally and spiritu-
ally laden encounter with 
those who suffered in the 
wrath of Yolanda a year ago 
and Ruby just recently. 

A few weeks before Ruby 
struck, the Catholic Bishops 
Conference of the Philippines, 
in a weekly forum and press 
briefing presented the sched-
ules relative to the Pope’s 
mission of “Mercy and Com-
passion” in the country and 
made a plea for the govern-
ment and politicians not to 
use the spiritual and pastoral 
occasion for political gim-
mickry. 

With deep biblical references, 
the Pope’s visit next year is 
about compassion, mercy and 
“in solidarity with the victims 
of recent calamities” accord-
ing to Manila Archbishop Car-
dinal Luis Antonio Tagle. 

The Cardinal appealed to poli-

ticians not to use the image of 
Pope Francis in self serving 
propaganda including wel-
come billboards or as our Edi-
tor Tenny Soriano cited, 
“epal” attempts this time us-
ing the Pope as media ops for 
their Election 2016 agenda. 

Any subtleties and excuse to 
use the Pope in this light can-
not go unnoticed even as Ma-
nila Mayor Joseph Estrada’s 
immediate declaration of Jan-
uary 15 to 19 as school holi-
day in the city is pointed out 
to us by our favourite coffee-
buddy. 

Pope Francis is scheduled to 
hold mass at the Manila Ca-
thedral on January 16 with 
bishops, priests and women 
and men of the religious sec-
tor. He is visiting the Archdio-
cese of Palo in Leyte and offer 
a mass in the morning of Jan-
uary 17 near the Tacloban 
City Airport which was par-
tially damaged by Super Ty-
phoon Ruby and share lunch 
with the poor and survivors 
of the recent natural disasters 
not only from Leyte but in 
neighboring Samar and Bohol 
island provinces as well. Bo-
hol suffered a major disaster 
when a 7.2 magnitude earth-
quake hit the province also 
last year. 

Disasters indeed bring out the 

(Continued on page 9) 

Diego Franco 

WAVES FROM HOME 

I wonder who reads newspa-
pers nowadays. That’s an in-
direct way of asking, who 
would be reading this piece 
and the ones henceforth? 

We are living in a digital 
world where information 
could be had at a click of a 
mouse or at a tap of the tab-
let’s screen.  

Social media platforms such 
as Facebook, Tumblr, Wassup, 
Flipboard, Twitter, etc. have 
become the source of news 
for more and more people 
globally. From the once re-
mote village where I was born 
in Mindanao, I could now in-
stantaneously talk face-to-
face with my relatives there 
who still to this day continue 
to live the pristine barrio life, 
enjoying the fruits of a rich 
land. 

Facebook users alone, for ex-
ample, has reached a number 
equivalent to the population 

of China, which is approxi-
mately 3.5 billion, or almost 
half of the world’s population. 
FB users are no longer limited 
to the younger population as 
the fifty five plus have now 
invaded this media, to the 
dismay of their children. Im-
agine crossing paths with 
your parents on FB?—that’s 
not cool. Many younger peo-
ple have migrated to other 
media like Tumblr, away from 
the company of the older gen-
eration. 

So, with the oldies, who are 
supposed to be the traditional 
newspaper readers, into so-
cial media as well, the ques-
tion to ask is, where’s print 
media going? In short, and 
more direct, where will this 
piece and the ones henceforth 
go? 

Well, this piece, for example, 
could just as well be some 
message in a bottle tossed in 
the currents and waves of a 

turbulent sea. Yet, who knows 
a soul-mate, on a walk by the 
beach, would stumble on it, 
pick it up and  
answer my dreams. What a 
happy ending it would be.  

Think—according to Greek 
mythology, humans were 
originally created with four 
arms, four legs and a head 
with two faces. Fearing their 
power, Zeus split them into 
two separate parts, condemn-
ing them to spend their lives 
in search of their other 
halves. That search, for some, 
is still in progress. For others 
that may remain a dream or-- 
have already ended-- but not 
completely.  

Yes. No wonder people call 
their partners ‘better halves’ 
and not ‘best halves’. No one 
that I know of calls a partner 
a best half. Tell that to the 
Greeks, one might say, but 
that’s another story.  

Nevertheless, I am writing 
again and I am truly delighted 
to receive an enthusiastic 
warm welcome from the peo-
ple behind and “on” this 
newspaper. I’ve known Tere-
sa, Mon, Tenny and Myrna 
long enough to know that 
they genuinely want my com-
pany and with respect, at 
least inside the pages of this 
paper. Let’s see where the 
Currents and Waves would 
take us. 

Election activities in the GTA 
are now concluded and I’m 
glad that some clowns did not 
make it as they lost. Only time 
will tell, however, whether 
some of those who won and 
are now in power would re-
strain themselves and refuse 
to be part of the circus, as the 
political arena is often trans-
formed into, what else? Yes, 
into a festival of clowns. It’s 
not that politics is entirely an 
affair for clowns but it is the 
clowns that make politics so. 

Some Filipinos in the GTA, in 
fact, were too eager to join 
politics that in the most re-
cent municipal elections quite 
a number of them shameless-
ly put their names on the bal-
lot. They were declared 
clowns even before they 
started opening their mouths. 
Rumor has it that some of 
them filed their candidacies at 
the behest of-- you know who, 
the king of clowns. 

Iniisip talagang gawing palab-
igasan ang pagka politico. Lo-

co talaga. Mag fund raising na 
lang kayo. 

According to the latest news 
from Ottawa, there are six-
teen available senate seats 
left vacant by those decent 
ones who resigned their posts 
or those who have just 
reached 75 years old. Yes, 
that’s the fact—while you and 
I are working our butts off, 
every single day, to stay alive 
and pay our taxes, these une-
lected freeloaders are earning 
over a hundred thousand dol-
lars per year until they are 75, 
money coming from the taxes 
we pay Ottawa. And what do 
they do for us? Yes, I know. At 
least this one is busy at photo 
ops. That’s one photo oppor-
tunist for you. 

While there are sixteen va-
cant seats, according to the 
news, Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper, this time, is not in a 
rush to fill the vacancies. He 
said there is no clamor for it. 
Yes, and was there clamor 
before? Abolish the senate, I 
should say. It is an anathema 
during this our democratic 
times to have unelected peo-
ple sitting in that red cham-
ber in Ottawa. We should stop 
calling it the red chamber; call 
the senate a chamber pot, in-
stead. 

But then again who am I to 
rain on your parade. After all 
the circus is in town to stay. 
So, Virginia, send in the 
clowns. Merry Christmas to 
you, humbug. ⦿ 

Yes Virginia,  
send in the clowns  

Paul F. De La Cruz 

CURRENTS & WAVES 
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Duterte’s Dilemma: 
THREAT TO SHOOT 
PEOPLE BEHIND 
PRESIDENTIAL PUSH 
EARNS TAKERS 
By Manny Pinol 
 

Colorful and controversial 
Davao City Mayor Rody 
Duterte has a big problem in 
his hand. 

His threat, which was of 
course said in jest, that he 
would like to shoot the peo-
ple behind the move to con-
vince him to run for Presi-
dent has so many takers that 
he may need a lot of bullets 
and burial areas. 

Writes Philippine Daily In-
quirer Ramon Tulfo in his 
column On Target: 

“Davao City Mayor Rody 
Duterte’s threat to shoot an-
yone who prods him to run 
for President in 2016 is be-
ing taken as a challenge, and 
there are many takers. 

“I dare Duterte to shoot me 
for publicly prodding him to 
run for President. 

“Actor Edu Manzano sent me 
a text message, saying, “Can I 
sign up for the SHOOT ME, 
DUTERTE! petition?” 

“My reply: “Sure you can, 
dude, but you’ll have to 
queue up because it’s a long, 
long line.” 

“The “Shoot me, Duterte!” 
challenge has gone viral. 
Cemeteries will be full, if the 
controversial mayor makes 
good his threat. 

“Many Duterte supporters in 
Davao City will soon be 
wearing T-shirts with the 
words, “Pusila ko, Duterte 
(Shoot me)!” emblazoned on 
them.” 

In an attempt to brush off 
calls for him to run for Presi-
dent and discourage people 
from considering him for the 
presidency, Duterte has tried 
everything, even putting for-
ward crazy ideas on how to 
run the Philippines. 

“I don’t want to be President 
because if I become Presi-
dent and I don’t get the re-
forms in government that I 
wanted, I will declare a Rev-
olutionary Government,” he 
once said. 

Did that turn off people? 

No! In fact, the reaction was: 
“Yes, it’s about time a Presi-
dent straightens out every-
thing in this country.” 

Then he declared: “Don’t 
force me to be President be-
cause I will close down Con-
gress!” 

The reaction? “Yes, yes, yes! 
Most of them do nothing but 
pocket their pork barrels 
anyway.” 

“I do not like to be President 
but I become one, I will 
shoot every smuggler, espe-
cially rice smugglers, drug 
dealer, and kidnapper,” he 
also threatened perhaps ex-
pecting that the statement 
would turn off people. 

The response? “Yes, yes, yes! 
That should be done all over 
the country.” 

Duterte has tried all antics 
and delivered crazy state-
ments in a desperate effort 
to wave off the calls for him 
to run for President but he 
finds himself in deeper trou-
ble. 

People who are tired of cor-
ruption in government and 
the rising criminality lap up 
everything that Duterte says, 
even his zaniest idea of gov-
ernance. 

“If I become President, I will 
privatize the GSIS and SSS 
because they have commit-
ted so much injustice to the 
ordinary Filipino wage earn-
ers who after years of hard 
work would discover that 
somebody had availed of a 
loan using their names,” he 
said. 

You think that will discour-
age people? In your life! Peo-
ple even want Duterte to pri-
vatize the Bureau of Cus-
toms. 

How long can Duterte brush 
off calls for him to run for 
President? 

It may not take long before 
he runs out of crazy ideas, 
threats and excuses. 

Soon, the time will come 
when Duterte will have to 
ask himself: “Why do people 
want me to be President?” 

When he realizes that the 
call for him to run for Presi-
dent is not really because he 
is Rodrigo Duterte but be-
cause the Filipinos hunger 
for a leader who could put 
things in order, he may stop 
issuing threats and heed the 
call. 

After all, Duterte, a veteran 
lawyer and a public prosecu-
tor, understands the Latin 
maxim: “Vox Populi, Vox 
Dei.” 

⦿ BotConsultancy 

is a veteran multi-media jour-
nalist and writer par excel-
lence. 

Through his  column aptly 
titled “Waves from Home “he 
will give us insights on the 

developments in the Philip-
pines as they happen . He will 
interpret, analyze, dissect or 
even give us the low downs 
or  “inside info” on the news 
behind the news so to speak. 

Ding has served as a TV-News 
Editor, dabbled in movies as 
scriptwriter (that include 
FAMAS award-winning mov-

ies), political writer and chief 
of staff for a former Caloocan 
mayor. 

Waves News is honoured and 
privileged to welcome Paul 
and Ding into the most excit-
ing, “avant garde” community 
newspaper this side of Toron-
to. ⦿ 

(Continued from page 1) 

OUR NEW OP-ED TEAM 

towns of Dolores and Bo-
rongan, places also hit by 
Yolanda last year. 

But as it continued its path for 
its second, third and fourth 
landfalls in Masbate, Romblon 
and Batangas, it finally lost 
power to just 65 KPH, degrad-
ed to a simple storm. 

And so, in the aftermath of 
Ruby, Filipinos have every rea-
son to thank and celebrate 
their Christmas in stark con-
trast of last year’s deluge 
where 7,000 persons died, 

hunger and homelessness per-
vaded. 

As the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC) has report-
ed: 
 

“There are still remote 
parts of Samar that are 
unreachable, due to 
floods or downed trees 
blocking roads, and 
there could be signifi-
cant destruction and 
loss of life there. 

But for the most part, 
the Philippines looks to 
have averted disaster on 
a national scale. 

For some, it shows the 

government has learned 
its lesson and prepara-
tions were made in 
time.” 

 

The grittiness of the Filipinos 
resolve to face adversity and 
natural calamities like Yolan-
da, Ondoy, Pepeng, Pablo and 
now Ruby is best exemplified 
by Albay’s take on public safe-
ty.  “Evacuation rather than 
rescue, that’s our doctrine,” 
says Cedric Daep, Chief of Al-
bay’s Public safety and emer-
gency management office.  
Albay province is considered 
as a leading model in disaster 
management in the Philip-
pines having set up the disas-
ter office way back in 1995. ⦿ 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Bilibid raid yields shabu, P2 M cash 
By Aie Balagtas See 

MANILA, Philippines - At the 
national penitentiary, privi-
leged inmates stay in car-
peted cells with air-
conditioning, flat-screen TV, 
music bar and even a sauna 
and jacuzzi. 

Raiding teams discovered 
this as they swooped down 
on the New Bilibid Prison 
(NBP) in Muntinlupa yester-
day, seizing illegal drugs and 
luxury items, including five 
Rolex watches, from high-
profile inmates. 

Justice Secretary Leila de 
Lima, accompanied by oper-
atives from the National Bu-
reau of Investigation (NBI), 
Philippine Drug Enforce-
ment Agency (PDEA) and 
Philippine National Police 
(PNP), held a surprise in-
spection at the NBP’s maxi-
mum security compound 
amid reports that illegal 
drug trade thrives in the na-

tional penitentiary. 

At least 400 officers from 
the PNP’s Special Weapons 
and Tactics unit and Special 
Action Force joined the raid. 

Law enforcers confiscated 

methamphetamine hydro-
chloride or shabu from con-
victed drug lord Peter Co in his 
detention facility. 

(Continued on page 23) 

 

the side of the poor and the 
oppressed, especially when 
and where there is injustice 
and denial of basic human 
rights. The farmers that till 
the land to bring us food, 
the fisher folks who navi-
gate the seas for us and the 
workers who run the indus-
tries are still materially 
poor after decades and gen-
erations of work for living. 
Their dignity as co-creator 
of the Lord should be re-
claimed,” Fr. Enrico Martin 
F. Adoviso, chairman of the 
Archdiocese of Manila 
(RCAM)’s Commission on 
Social Services and Devel-
opment (CSSD), said. 

CBCP News quoted Adoviso 
as saying that 2015 is the 
time to re-examine the use 
of natural resources to 
make sure that they benefit 
the poor. 

“The handicapped, prison-
ers, indigenous people and 
even the victims of calami-
ties are in dire need of our 
compassion to lift up their 
hope and spirits. They are 
all poor, and they are all 
sons and daughters of our 
Lord,” he said. 

RCAM-CSSD launched the 
“Year of the Poor” in an 

event in Paco Catholic 
School on Saturday. Called 
“Rise and Stand Up,” the 
event is in line with the 
CBCP’s declaration of 2015 
as the Year of the Poor. 

Pope Francis, known for 
closely interacting with 
poor communities even 
while still an archbishop in 
Argentina, will visit the 
Philippines on January 
15019 next year. 

He is set to visit areas dev-
astated by super typhoon 
Yolanda and break bread 
with the poor most affected 
by the disaster. 

The International Labor 
Organization (ILO) earlier 
reported that 1.5 million 
Filipinos were driven into 
poverty because of the ty-
phoon. 
Archbishop Giuseppe Pinto, 
the current nuncio to the 
Philippines, described the 
visit as a “spiritual ty-
phoon.” 

In announcing Pope Fran-
cis’ visit, Manila Archbishop 
Luis Antonio Cardinal Tagle, 
back in July, said Filipinos 
should prepare for his 
unique style, which was al-
ready obvious on the first 
day of his papacy. 

“He wants to journey with 
the people where they are,” 
he said. ⦿ABS-CBNnews.com 

(Continued from page 1) 

2015 IS YEAR OF THE POOR... 

Photos show (clockwise from left) police officers raiding the New 
Bilibid Prison yesterday; convicted drug lord Jacky King Sy counting 
his money; inmates being moved out of the NBP, and SWAT officers 
carrying one of the vaults seized during the raid. JOVEN CAGANDE  

on in Muntinlupa and was 
dumbfounded for what she 
saw. 

Modern amenities of jail cells 
complete with plush offices to 
conduct their illegal trade 
would shame any Makati 

business office.  The convicts 
indeed are living like kings. 

There were also high pow-
ered guns, kilos of “shabu” or 
commonly known as meth or 
“Ice“ in North America. 

The Muntinlupa New Bilibid 
prison is commonly called 
“Munti” or maybe we should 
now call it “Munti Regency 

Hotel”. 

Welcome to the new Bilibid 5
-star Hotel, perhaps the only 
one of its kind in the world. 

And these criminals or drug 
lords are supposed to be 
serving prison sentences but 
it looks like they are on vaca-
tion. ⦿ 

(Continued from page 1) 

JAILHOUSE HOTEL... 

See related story below 
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Markham Trustee Marlene Mogado Elect-
ed Vice Chair at YCDSB  

In a historic vote a FilCan 
School Trustee has become 
the first Vice Chair from a 
cultural minority at the York 
Catholic District School 
Board in Ontario. 

Trustee Marlene Mogado 
was her peers' unanimous 
choice for the office of Vice 
Chair at the YCDSB inaugu-
ral meeting held at the Cath-
olic Education Centre in Au-
rora on December 2, 2014. 

Having won her third term 
at the Ontario local elections 
in October, Marlene Moga-
do was cited for her excel-
lent leadership and perfor-
mance at YCDSB as Catholic 
School Trustee for Markham 
City Area 2- Wards 4,5,7 & 
8.  

In nominating her, fellow 
Markham Trustee Carol Cot-
ton said,  “Trustee Mogado 
has served the Markham 
communities diligently and 
always maintained a board-
wide perspective as deci-
sions were made at the 
Board table.”  

“Our Board can be confident 
that Trustee Mogado will 
continue to approach all as-
pects of her work with in-

tegrity, inclusivity and the 
intention of putting stu-
dents first in all that we do,” 
Trustee Cotton said. 

Mogado thanked her fellow 
trustees and said that she 
looks forward to working 
with them and the staff to 
ensure a successful year. 
“After eight years of hard 
work, it is humbling for me 
to be voted Vice-Chair of the 
YCDSB and to be entrusted 
with this responsibility,” she 
added. 

Later, she confirmed she is 
the first in the history of 
YCDSB to be voted Vice 
Chair of the Board from the 
cultural minorities. "In the 
context of Catholic teach-
ings from church and the 
values of equality and inclu-
sivity that we teach in 
school, this is perhaps the 
most significant act the 
Board has undertaken to do 
what it preaches," she said.  

Along with Trustee Mogado, 
Trustee for Aurora/King/
Whitchurch-Stouffville Eliz-
abeth Crowe was re-elected 
as YCDSB Chair, also by ac-
clamation. 

The trustees were sworn in 

following a Eucharistic cele-
bration officiated by His 
Eminence, Thomas Cardinal 
Collins of the Archdiocese of 
Toronto. Cardinal Collins 
was appointed as Honorary 
Chair of the Board for the 
four-year term, and His Ex-
cellency, Bishop Wayne 
Kirkpatrick was appointed 
as the Board’s Honorary 
Trustee. 

The York Catholic District 
School Board is the third 
largest Catholic Board in 
Ontario. It is made up of 10 
elected trustees, and two 
non-voting student trustees. 
It delivers educational pro-
gramming to over 55,000 
students in 104 schools 
throughout the Regional 
Municipality of York with an 
annual budget of over 
$600M.  

The role of the Trustee is to 
provide effective and ac-
countable use of the Board’s 
fiscal resources and to de-
velop, maintain, monitor 
and evaluate policies and 
organizational structures 
that support and promote 
the Board’s goals of quality 
learning by all students. 

Newly inaugurated Board of Trustees (L to R) Director of Education Patricia Preston, Trustee There-
sa McNicol, Student Trustee Natasha Iaboni, Trustee Ann Stong, Trustee Vice Chair Marlene Mogado, 
Trustees Carol Cotton and Dominic Mazzotta, His Eminence Thomas Cardinal Collins, Trustee Dino Giulia-
ni, Trustee Chair Elizabeth Crowe, Trustees Teresa Ciaravella, Cathy Ferlisi and Maria Marchese, and Stu-
dent Trustee Joe McLeod. 

The Friends of Jesus Christ, Canada hosted one of the programs of 
the just concluded Holocaust Education Week. The highlight of this 
event was the personal testimony of Amek Adler, a holocaust survi-
vor.  On hand to welcome and introduce Amek was Marilyn Sinclair, 
the Chair of Sarah and Chaim Neuberger Holocaust Education Centre. 
Member of Parliament for York Centre, Mark Adler, also graced the 
occasion and gave a powerful exhortation on why the holocaust 
should never be forgotten and that it should not happen again.  This 
event was co-sponsored by International Christian Embassy Jerusa-
lem (ICEJ) represented by its executive Director, Donna Holbrook. In 
the picture from left (front row)  are Myra Uy, Ruth Adler, Amek Ad-
ler and Pastor Teck Uy and (back row) Donna Holbrook, Marilyn Sin-
clair and MP Mark Adler. Those in attendance were treated with He-
brew songs and dances.  

 Iremit team (Remirose Taruc, Baby Jean Ragadic, Jeddahlyn Gandalera, Simon Sarte, Belinda Herrera, 
Rubyrose Yumang supporting SSS Onsite services at the Toronto Consular office with Bobby Roldan (R).   

TO ADVERTISE please email at filipinonewswaves@gmail.com 

Birthday celebrant Kaitlyn de Juan poses with grandma, Tess Cusipag.  

Remit Branch Head  & Marketing Officer Sime  Sarte with Finance 
Minister Joe Oliver  

BUDOL FIGHT  
at Quiapo! Quiapo! 

Pinoy Radio’s Von “Martin Fries” Canton ready to dig in to the sump-
tuous variety of Filipino food with Waves’ Teresa and Mon Torralba.  
Photo by Ino Sanchez. 
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Eva SJ. San Andres of Mississauga's "Bukas Loob sa Diyos" organization cele-
brated her 67th birthday on December 1, 2014 with family and friends. Among 
the well-wishers were her sisters, shown Right to Left : Andrea San Juan, Marie 
San Juan, Susan SJ. Llanera, celebrator Eva, Shirley SJ. Rosales, Sonia SJ. 
Dela Cruz, grandniece Julia, Sylvia SJ. Leaver,Senen San Juan, Grace SJ. 
Juschitz, grandnephew  Adrian and brother Tony A. San Juan. 

Philippine ambassador promotes em-
bassy advocacies at community pro-
grams in Ottawa and Montreal 

The Philippine 
Embassy in Otta-
wa renewed its 
call for Filipino 
communities in 
Ottawa and Mon-
treal to perform 
their civic duties 
in the spirit of giv-
ing this Christmas 
season. 

At the annual Pas-
ko ng Bayan in 
Ottawa on 6 De-
cember 2014, Am-
bassador Petronila P. Garcia took a 
moment to pray with the audience 
for provinces in the path of Ty-
phoon Ruby/Hagupit.   She recalled 
the role of Filipino communities and 
the Canadian Government in re-
building lives shattered by Typhoon 
Haiyan while thanking the federal 
government for offering to extend 
humanitarian assistance anew 
where needed in areas affected by 
the latest typhoon to hit the Philip-
pines.  

On the same day, the Honorable 
Christian Paradis, Minister of Inter-
national Development, and the Hon-
orable Joe Oliver, Minister of Fi-
nance, issued statements affirming 
Canada’s readiness to support relief 
efforts in the Philippines and to de-
ploy its Interdepartmental Strategic 
Support Team (ISST) to assess the 
needs in provinces lying in the path 
of Typhoon Hagupit. 

Ambassador Garcia also called upon 
the Filipino community to take time 
to register as overseas voters for the 

2016 national elections, vote for 
Vigan as one of the new seven Won-
der Cities of the World, participate 
in Winter Escapade 2, and support 
the Embassy’s cultural activities in 
2015. 

On 7 December 2014, the Ambassa-
dor echoed these messages at the 
25th anniversary gala reception of 
the Filipino Catholic Mission of 
Montreal on at Place Victoria and 
the Hiligaynon Christmas Party at 
the Assumption Church in Ottawa. 

“We will look back to 2014 as an-
other good year for bilateral rela-
tions and close collaboration with 
the Filipino community. I have been 
exercising my functions for barely 
four months but I have received so 
much support from both the com-
munity and federal government.  I 
see great prospects ahead for Phil-
ippines-Canada relations and look 
forward to stronger partnerships 
with the Filipino communities 
across Canada,” Ambassador Garcia 
stated.  ⦿ 

Ambassador Garcia sits with Fr. Frank Alvarez and Archibshop Chris-
tian Lepine at the FMCC gala  

 

best in our countrymen and the best 
of our friends from the global commu-
nity. Just like Yolanda a year ago, the 
international civil society and NGO 
sector extended immediate assistance 
when typhoon Ruby struck. 

While there was a veiled admonition 
from the United Nations for the Philip-
pines to check on the issue of corrup-
tion or else lose membership as re-
ported in the social media, the UN was 
one of the first to pledge help to the 
victims through its World Food Pro-
gram (WFP) and committed to provide 
not only food but transportation and 
satellite phones to residents in the are-
as directly hit by typhoon Ruby. The 
WFP has its own food stocks in the 
country that could feed about 1.8 mil-
lion people for a two week period as 
reported by Philippine STAR 
(December 9, 2014).  

International humanitarian group 
OXFAM was also at the forefront of the 
action when Ruby struck. The organi-
zation’s rapid assessments team in 
Leyte comprised of experts in liveli-
hood, water and sanitation, protection 
and gender activated contingency 
plans and stocked provisions for emer-
gency assistance. 

The governments of Australia and the 
United States through its USAID Office 
of Foreign Disaster Assistance were 
immediately in contact with the Philip-
pine government at the height of the 
typhoon to express their willingness to 
contribute in the effort to ensure the 
relief, well being and recovery of vic-
tims from their devastation. 

As always, we here from home are 
grateful and make our simple appreci-
ation for all kind deeds that helps our 
people. In the aftermath of calamities 
that cross our islands we have earned 

our character of resilience from the 
lessons of every storm. While we see 
some hard-headed (tigas-ulo), sceptics 
(pasaway) and fatalist (bahala na) in 
us  who refused to leave their houses  
in the face of extreme danger, we sur-
vived Ruby because the majority took 
heed and sought shelter in the safety 
of evacuation centers where the na-
tional and local governments have pre-
positioned relief goods and services as 
immediately and available. There will 
be nitpickings, the usual blame game, 
grumblings and “pasaring”  but this 
time, preparedness worked and saved 
lives.          

While the fatalities this time were 
much lower and the destruction on a 
lesser scale, the outpouring of support 
remained strong. The exact figures 
were not yet available as of this writ-
ing but the need to address the needs 
of the victims still is a challenge that 
national and local governments must 
grapple with at the moment.  Damaged 
homes, infrastructure and agriculture 
point to a long stretch of hardwork 
ahead. 

********* 

Yes, the waves from home are gentler 
now after the storm. But we expect the 
tidal waves of the other man-created 
disaster that comes after every three 
years called elections to rise pitch high 
in the next few months up to 2016.  

All eyes and ears are keenly anticipat-
ing the approval by the Senate of the 
2015 National Budget which, accord-
ing to Senator Miriam Defensor Santia-
go is still “pork-laden”. We are await-
ing for the final outcome of the budget 
whether it will be a December gift or 
graft. 

We also watch with abated breath the 
fall of Vice President Jejomar Binay’s 
popularity in every survey rating and 
the rise of the other presidentiables in 

(Continued from page 5) 
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(Continued on page 10) 

nent successor to the embattled po-
lice chief. Deputy Director General 
Leonardo Espina is currently officer-
in-charge of the 150,000-strong PNP.  

Aquino said all law enforcers are re-
quired to obey whoever is designated 
as their OIC. 

“Having a concept of OIC or not, he is 
the head at this point in time. If some-
body does not follow him, that person 
gets removed,” the President said. 

“Whatever we put in place should not 
be dependent on any one person,” he 
added. 

The ombudsman has ordered the sus-
pension of Purisima for six months over 
an allegedly anomalous courier service 
contract for the delivery of gun licenses. 

Some lawmakers have been asking 
Aquino to immediately decide on what 
to do with Purisima, including Senate 
President Franklin Drilon, who ex-
pressed belief that the PNP would de-
generate into a “headless body” if al-
lowed to be led by a mere OIC for a long 
period of time because the latter has 
limited powers. 

He noted that the government would 
have its hands full with two important 
events next year, namely the visit of 
Pope Francis and the Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation summit. 

Aquino said regardless of the issue in-
volving Purisima, the PNP leadership 
would experience changes because of 
the retirement of key officials. 

“General Espina will not be in the ser-
vice that much longer. And Gen. Purisi-
ma will reach 56 by 2015. So with or 
without the issue, we are also searching 
(for their successors). We will look at 
the track record of all contenders,” he 
added.  

The President himself has been drawing 
flak for reportedly being soft on Purisi-
ma. The suspended PNP chief’s ties to 
the President date back to the first 
Aquino administration during which he 
served as part of the Presidential Secu-
rity Group assigned to the young presi-
dential son. Purisima is from Philippine 
Military Class 1981. 

Resign only option 

Drilon’s colleague, Sen. Miriam Defen-
sor-Santiago, said it’s best for Purisima 
to resign amid the brouhaha over his 
alleged involvement in corruption, to 
spare the President from further em-
barrassment. 

Aside from the alleged anomalous cou-
rier service contract, other issues raised 
against Purisima were his unreported 
real estate properties as well as ques-
tionable donations for the rehabilitation 
and construction of the so-called white 
house or official residence of the PNP 
chief inside Camp Crame. 

(Continued from page 3) 

Pnoy does a Pontius Pilate.. 

(Continued on page 17) 
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The Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) wishes to inform 
the public that it has started implementing a provisional 
express processing scheme for overseas Filipino workers 
(OFWs) on November 24 at all DFA Regional Consular Of-
fices (RCOs). 
  
In order to avail themselves of express processing, OFWs 
must present either of the following sets of documents 
apart from the usual passport application requirements: 
 
1.    Job Order confirmed/certified by the POEA; OR 
2.    Job Order approved and certified by a Labor Atta-
che  AND authenticated/acknowledged by a consular officer 
at a Philippine embassy or consulate-general. 

  
In view of this, below are the provisional releasing sched-
ules at RCOs: 

DFA IMPLEMENTS TEMPORARY EX-
PRESS PROCESSING SCHEME FOR 
OFWs AT DFA REGIONAL CONSULAR 
OFFICES 

  

PROVISIONAL  
EXPRESS PROCESSING 

FOR OFWs  
(Php 1,200.00) 

  
  

15 Working Days 
  

PROVISIONAL  
NORMAL PROCESSING  

 
(Php 950.00) 

25 Working Days 

The DFA would like to assure the public that the 10-
working-day express processing and 20-working-day regu-
lar processing for passport applications in RCOs will be re-
turned once the newly procured passport printing ma-
chines have been properly tested and installed. 
  
In the NCR, the passport processing dates in DFA-Aseana 
and DFA Satellite Offices still remain as: 

 EXPRESS PROCESSING 
(Php 1,200.00) 

  

  
7 Working Days 

  

REGULAR PROCESSING  
(Php 950.00) 

 15 Working Days 

The DFA wishes to assure the public that it is exhausting all 
its efforts in providing better service to all Filipinos. 

Thorncliffe Filipino-Canadian Seniors Club.  Front: L-R Josie Dey, Christina Luta, & Linda 
Versoza, Coordinator;  Sitting: L-R Carmelita G., Lisa Rabanillo, Veronica Bardi, Fritz Pino, Ph.D., Guest 
Speaker & Facilitator for the "Mental Health Care Workshop", Suzy Llanera, Anastacia B., Melitta Tan & 
Precy Kojo;  Standing: L-R Angie Hollohan, Almas, Mila Aldanese, Magda M. & Clarita Caracas  

MELOTO WITH FAMILY OF SCHOLARS.  Tony Meloto 
(center) is surrounded by a family of scholars, namely from left Row-
ena Torres-Ordonez, a mathematician, Rowena’s son, Eric M. Or-
donez, a mathematics major at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign (UIUC), her husband, Caesar E. Ordonez, a physicist, and 
Joseph G. Lariosa. The photo was taken prior to the interview by the 
Journal GlocaLinks with Mr. Meloto at A Night of Thanksgiving & 
Looking Forward dinner at the 12th anniversary of the Gawad Kalinga 
USA on Nov. 16 at Chandler’s Banquets and Grill in Schaumburg, Illi-
nois after delivering his keynote remarks. The Ordonez family just 
visited the Philippines over the summer where Eric helped in the 
building construction of GK’s houses of the poor. (JGL Photo) 

the same numbers game. As 
we have said, there must be 
something wrong in our per-
ceptions of or just poor in 
mathematics.  

As a Christmas wish, we hope 
we can travel to Tacloban to 
witness Pope Francis encoun-
ter with the Yolanda and Ruby 
victims and listen to our coun-
trymen’s personal and politi-
cal dreams for  next year 
which we shall be sharing in 
this paper. 

Yes, kabayans, there will be 
Christmas in the areas devas-
tated by Ruby after all. Many 
kind-hearted people will 
make it happen for them. A 
Christmas of Hope, Mercy and 
Compassion. 

From Waves From Home, 
Merry Christmas!  

(Continued from page 9) 

WAVES FROM HOME…. 

 

From: 

iRemit 

SSS SVP Judy Frances See (4th from left) was in town to introduce 

the new SSS programs with iRemit Team  (Dona Barit, Carol Ong, 

Simon Sarte, Belinda Herrera & Joy Pangilinan) 

Order of the Knights of Rizal Global As-
sembly to be held in Vigan City, Ilocos 
Sur, on Feb 19 - 22, 2015 

The members of the Order 

of the Knights of Rizal 
throughout the world will 
meet during the forthcom-
ing 20th International As-
sembly of the OKOR on Feb-
ruary 19 - 22, 2015 at the 
Heritage City of Vigan, 
Ilocos Sur, Philippines. 

According to Sir Jeremias 
(Jerry) Singson, the Order of 
the Knights of Rizal Su-
preme Commander said that 
Vigan City was voted one of 
the New 7 Wonders Cities. 

Vigan City is now busy pre-
paring to welcome mem-

bers of the Order of the 
Knights of Rizal coming 
from the different parts of 
the globe. 

The international headquar-
ters of the Order of the 
Knights of Rizal is located at 
Bonifacio Drive, Port Area, 
Manila. 

OKOR members can com-
municate with the interna-
tional headquarters at oko-
rian84@yahoo.com. ⦿
(Romeo Ayson Zetazate, St. 
Jamestown News Service) 

OKOR Supreme Commander Sir 
Jeremias (Jerry) Singson  

Monica Lee, Richmond Hill 
Branch Manager of National 
Bank (major sponsor for the 14th 
Toronto Reel Asian film festival), 
met Waves’ publisher Teresa 
Torralba during the festival’s 
press conference.  The very suc-
cessful event featured  the Cana-
dian premiere of a film, 
“Manny”, a documentary about 
Pacquiao’s rise from rags to 

fame and fortune. Photo by Waves 

mailto:okorian84@yahoo.com
mailto:okorian84@yahoo.com
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7. Vhong Navarro 

Vhong Navarro gained public sympathy as 
well as scrutiny after appearing on national 
TV badly bruised, accusing businessman 
Cedric Lee and several others of almost killing 
him after an alleged rendezvous with Deniece 
Cornejo. Model Cornejo eventually accused 
and charged Vhong of rape (charges were dis-
missed) while the TV host filed illegal deten-
tion charges that placed Cornejo, Lee, et al in 
jail. in September, Cornejo and Lee posted 
bail.  
 
Apart from the headlines Vhong made, there 
was a barrage of memes (Remember, ‘dala ka 
foods’?) and video parodies. 
 
8. Miriam Santiago 

Thanks to her punchlines, Senator Miriam 
Santiago has always been a favorite source of 
quotes. But in July, Miriam made headlines, no 
thanks to an illness. Santiago announced she 
has lung cancer, prompting a long leave of 
absence at the Senate and resignation from 
her post as judge at the International Criminal 

Court. Now, Santiago claims her health vastly 
improved after a series of treatment and she 
is now mustering energy as she eyes the 2016 
presidential elections.  

 
9. Delfin Lee 
One of the country's top fugitives, Delfin Lee, 
is finally arrested at a hotel last March over 
charges of syndicated estafa. Lee allegedly 
used fake documents to obtain millions of pe-
sos in loads from the housing development 
fund. Lee is currently detained at Pampanga 
provincial jail. 
 
10. Senators Enrile, Estrada, Revilla 

The trio—Senators Juan Ponce Enrile, Jose 
“Jinggoy” Estrada, and Ramon “Bong” Revilla 
probably have the most news coverage in the 
Senate, amid supposed involvement in the 
PDAF scam. Charged with graft, the three Sen-
ators were sent to jail. In late June, Estrada 
and Revilla surrendered to Sandiganbayan 
and were eventually detained at Camp Crame. 
The frail Enrile, meanwhile, is under hospital 
arrest at the Philippine General Hospital. ⦿ 
Yahoo Southeast Asia Newsroom  

(Continued from page 3) 

TOP NEWSMAKERS OF 2014... 

I am deeply grateful for your 
support, friendship and the 
countless ways you have 
shared your precious time, 
energy and ideas in my cam-
paign for Trustee at the 
Catholic School Board.  You 
have been my family during 
the campaign, encouraging 
me and holding my hand 
when times were rough.  We 
have spent so much time 
together brainstorming 
strategies, hitting the pave-
ment, knocking on doors, 
putting out lawn signs, dis-
tributing pamphlets door to 
door, outside the church and 
in buildings, notwithstand-
ing the weather.  We have 
shared laughter, music, dis-
appointments and words of 
encouragement. I am deeply, 
deeply grateful and hon-
oured for your commitment 
in our shared vision for the 
community and our Catholic 
schools.  I am inspired and 
drew my strength from your 
willful commitment from 
day one of our campaign.  
We have been able to mobi-
lize beyond our circle of fam-
ily and friends.  Without a 
doubt, you have been effec-
tive in reaching out to our 
community with our mes-
sage for stronger Catholic 
education, academic excel-
lence and engagement of 
parents and community in 
our children’s education.  I 
am proud of what we have 
accomplished together in 
our journey and we will con-
tinue to carry the torch for a 
stronger Catholic education. 
My sincere thanks to your 
families who were equally 
supportive in our campaign, 
sharing your precious time 
and joining us in the cam-
paign trail.   

I thank you, my donors who 
believed in my vision and 
provided your resources, 
talents, skills, time and mon-
ey.  You have made it possi-
ble for us to reach more peo-
ple through our campaign 
materials and other cam-
paign needs. And to our me-
dia friends who have fol-
lowed my campaign, kept my 
name in the news and pro-
moted my candidacy, my 
deep and sincere thanks.  

To Ben, my children and my 
extended families: you in-
spired me and kept me fo-
cused on what needed to be 

done.  Your steadfast love 
and support gave me the 
strength and courage to car-
ry on even at times when it 
seems challenges were in-
surmountable.   

I thank our countless and 
nameless brothers, sisters 
and Kababayans who have  
voluntarily helped in distrib-
uting flyers in churches, in 
their neighborhood, putting 
out lawn signs, calling 
friends and relatives, prayed 
for me and cheered me on. 

And to all of you who voted 
for me, I am humbled by 
your vote of confidence and 
your belief in my mission for 
stronger Catholic education. 
While I may not have been 
elected, I will continue our 
work to increase parental 
and community engagement 
in Catholic education, advo-
cate for academic excellence 
of our students, ensure that 
no child is left behind, and 
renew faith in Catholic edu-
cation and Catholic schools. 

In appreciation of your sup-
port and what we have ac-
complished, we will have an 
open house between 2:00 
p.m. and 7:30 p.m. on De-
cember 27, 2014 at 30 Mi-
nerva Ave, Scarborough, On-
tario. There will be food and 
drinks.  Let us celebrate to-
gether with our fellow Kaba-
bayans, Corpuz volunteers 
and supporters.  Please call 
to RSVP at 647-477-8722. 

 As well, I encourage you to 
join me in continuing our 
work for a stronger Catholic 
education. We can accom-
plish so much together as a 
team.  Please contact me at  
pjcorpuz@outlook.com or 
call 647-477-8722. 

From my family to yours, 
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A 
PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR! 
MALIGAYANG PASKO AT 
MANIGONG BAGONG TA-
ON!                       (PR) 

Thank you from Paulina Corpuz Throwback PPCO originals 

Philippine Press Club members led by then president Paul de la Cruz  celebrate the traditional Christmas 
get together at Aristokrat Mississauga 2006.  Photo shows (L-R)Vice-Consul now Ambassador Julius 
Torres, Rodel Ramos, 2-term past president Tenny Soriano, Jess Cabrias, Consul General now Ambassador 
to Russia Andy Mosquera and Joe Damasco. 
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In behalf of ACTION HONDA and BICOL 

CANADA COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION,  

I wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and 

a prosperous New Year 2015! 

Rafael “Paeng” Nebres 
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Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
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We all go through life differently.  We take different paths, choose different friends and 

follow different dreams.  It’s what makes us special.  It’s also why we think funerals 

should be unique.  They are a defining moment in our journey.  A time to celebrate a life.  

And whether we walked our years in wingtips or sandals is not important.   

What matters is that you now know a funeral home that recognizes the difference. 

Call to find out how a personalized service can reflect an individual and honor a life. 
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Santiago earlier described Puri-
sima as someone with “a small 
mind inside such a big head.” 

She also called on the President 
to assign Purisima to another 
position so that he would final-
ly be compelled to leave the 
PNP. 

“I must say that the tipping 
point will come when Purisima 
himself becomes fully aware 
that he has turned into an em-
barrassment for the President, 
then in that case even out of 
loyalty to his chief he should 
offer to resign,” Santiago said. 

In spite of the ombudsman sus-
pension order, Purisima has 
not left the white house, un-
leashing more brickbats from 
his critics. 

“He should no longer be there 
because all of these are inher-
ent with the position. So if a 
suspension order has been 
handed down, out of delicade-
za, he should move somewhere 
else,” Santiago said. 

Crime down, says Roxas 

Amid the controversies hound-
ing the leadership of the PNP, 
crime statistics have improved 
over the past weeks, according 
to Interior and Local Govern-
ment Secretary Manuel Roxas 
II. 

He said the “holistic approach” 
being followed by the PNP in 
its anti-crime efforts is appar-
ently effective, as crime inci-
dents dropped from about 
1,000 in June to about 500 cas-
es in November this year. 

But he said he would ask the 
President to decide on the fate 
of the police chief once and for 
all upon the Chief Executive’s 
return from South Korea. 

“The PNP finds itself in a 
unique situation since never 
before has a PNP chief been 
suspended,” Roxas said in a 
press briefing. “The suspension 
is six months and will end mid-
dle of next year.  I hope to meet 
the President upon his return 
from South Korea and a final 

decision will be made in due 
time,” he said. 

Although suspended, Purisima 
is not compelled to pack his 
things from the office of the 
PNP chief or from the white 
house, Roxas said.  

Roxas declined to discuss the 
issue raised by the camp of 
Purisima on the legal personal-
ity of the DILG secretary in im-
plementing the suspension. 
“That’s over. It’s clear that he 
has already accepted the sus-
pension,” he said. 

He said three other top posi-
tions in the PNP would also be 
filled in due time. The suspen-
sion of Purisima and the retire-
ment of Deputy Director Gen-

eral Felipe Rojas Jr. last week 
left Espina at the No. 3 spot and 
Director General Marcelo Gar-
bo Jr., at the No. 4, in the PNP. 

The DILG chief reiterated that 
the PNP continues to carry out 
its mandate to serve and pro-
tect the people. 

“We will always pursue what is 
good in the organization, which 
is to deliver anti-criminality 
efforts and arrest criminals, 
bombers, who are hurting in-
nocent individuals,” said Roxas. 

Roxas said the PNP is fine-
tuning the security prepara-
tions for the visit of Pope Fran-
cis in January and the APEC in 
November 2015. 

(Continued from page 9) 

PNOY DOES A PONTIUS PILATE... 

(Continued on page 19) 



DECEMBER 2014  18 

 

Waves Filipinos Making News 

TO ADVERTISE please email at filipinonewswaves@gmail.com Community 

LBC, GOLF WINNERS AND OTHER AWARDEES HONORED AT 
TALAMAK GOLF’S “TRIPLE-A” NIGHT 
It was an evening of celebra-
tion at the Talamak’sTriple-
A (Annual Awards & Appre-
ciation) sit-down dinner 
event and cocktails at the 
posh banquet hall of Re-
mington Parkview Golf & 
Country Club last Friday, 
Nov. 21st. Hosted each year 
by the Talamak Golfers Alli-
anz, one of the select Filipi-
no-Canadian golf associa-
tions in the GTA, the Triple-
A night marked the end of 
the many sports and civic-
minded activities that the 
Talamak group had partici-
pated in during the year. 
Headed by Chito Yorro, Tala-
mak’s well-liked and re-
spected Chairman, this 
group had distinguished it-
self by engaging not only in 
sports development among 
its members, but more im-
portantly, by undertaking 
charitable and cause-
oriented activities for the 
advancement and well-being 
of the poor and the needy. 
 
By partnering with LBC, the 
Philippines’ premier cargo-
forwarding and currency 
remittance-company, Tala-
mak Golf, raised and donat-
ed funds to charity from the 
proceeds of its 2014 TGA/
LBC Winter Poker tourna-
ment fees.  Under the spon-
sorship of LBC, a large con-

tingent of Talamak mem-
bers, families and friends 
also participated in the 5K 
Ancop walk-for-a-cause 
charity event last summer, 
raising awareness about the 
plight of indigent and home-
less families back home.  
These are but a few of sever-
al sports-development and 
socio-civic initiatives by the 
club. 
 
Amidst the glitter and fun of 
the gala affair, members and 
guests were treated to an 
assortment of raffle prizes, 
gifts and giveaways, among 
them complimentary cargo-

forwarding and money-
remittance vouchers from 
LBC.  As well, proceeds from 
the 50-50 draw conducted 
at the floor were set aside 
for a donation to the Heart & 
Stroke Foundation. 
 
Awarding of crystal trophies 
and gleaming plaques of ap-
preciation was the highlight 
of the night.  Winners of 
Talamak’s four major golf 
tournaments were recog-
nized for their sports 
achievements, at the same 
time, cash prizes were dis-
tributed and passed around 
to the members’ wives.   

 
Talamak’s founder, Charlie 
Schlobohm, closed the Triple
-A event by extending the 
club’s most prestigious 
recognition award to LBC-
Canada, aptly represented 
by Country Head Raffy Poli-
carpio, for the company’s 
generous and continued 
sponsorship to the club’s 
initiatives, and for LBC’s ex-
emplary commitment to its 
pursuit of a corporate gov-
ernance anchored in provid-
ing the best products and 
services to the customers 
and the community.⦿ 

A plaque of appreciation given to 
LBC-Canada for its commitment 
to excellent corporate govern-
ance, and its continued sup-
port of Talamak’s socio-civic initi-
atives in the GTA community.  
Shown are (L to R), Charlie 
Schlobohm, TGA founder, Chito 
Yorro, TGA Chairman, and Raffy 

Policarpio, LBC Country Head. 

Post-dinner shot of the Talamak Golf family, including active members, wives and friends, at the Remington Parkview GC banquet hall  
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Corruption perceived 
declining in PH 
By Jimmy Calapati 

Corruption in the Philippines is perceived to be declining 
according to a report by a non-governmental organization 
that monitors and publicizes corporate and political corrup-
tion in international development.  

According to the Investor Relations Office of the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas, the latest “Corruption Perceptions In-
dex” report released yesterday by Transparency Interna-
tional showed the ranking of the Philippines improving fur-
ther to 85th this year from 94th last year and 105th in 
2012. 

The report showed that the Philippines got a score of 38, 
similar to the scores of countries such as India, Peru, and 
Thailand, with which the Philippines shares the same rank-
ing of 85th. 

The scores range from 1 (highly corrupt) to 100 (very 
clean). 

There were 175 countries covered by the survey this year 
compared with 177 last year and 176 in 2012. 

The improvement in the Philippines’ ranking in Transpar-
ency International’s Corruption Perception Index was con-
sistent with the latest report by the World Bank Group on 
Worldwide Governance Indicators, which showed the coun-
try’s percentile rankings in 4 out of 6 governance indica-
tors—“voice and accountability,” “political stability and ab-
sence of violence,” “rule of law” and “control of corruption” 
—improved further in 2013.  The biggest improvement was 
in the area of “control of corruption,” where the percentile 
ranking of the Philippines leaped from 33.5 to 43.5. 

Amando Tetangco, BSP Governor, said the development 
“recognizes the achievements of the Philippines in the area 
of governance.” 

“The BSP is one with the government in promoting trans-
parency and accountability, taking these guiding principles 
strictly in the conduct of its regulatory role over the finan-
cial sector,” Tetangco said. 

Transparency International gives scores on corruption per-
ception to countries based on results of surveys it conducts 
worldwide. 

Among Southeast Asian countries, the Philippines outper-
formed most neighbors, particularly Indonesia (107th), Vi-
etnam (119th), Laos (145th), and Cambodia and Myanmar 
(tied at 156th). Malaysia ranked 50th, while Singapore 
ranked 7th.     

(Continued on page 20) 

Mona Liza’s wish comes true 
Apple Mae M. Ta-as 

Before she could even blow the candles on 
her cake for her 14th birthday, her wish 
was already granted three months in ad-
vance. 

Mona Liza Aragon, a lupus patient from Ri-
zal province, is living her dream to visit Ce-
bu with her family. 

“Di ko po inexpect na ngayong August po 
agad matutupad yung wish ko, November 24 
pa po kasi yung birthday ko po, (I did not ex-
pect that my wish would be granted this 
August. My birthday is on November 24)” 
said Mona Liza. 

Mona Liza is one of the beneficiaries of 
Make-A-Wish Foundation, a non-profit or-
ganization that grants wishes of children 
with life-threatening medical conditions. 

Mona Liza has Systemic Lupus Erythemato-
sus (SLE), an autoimmune disease that 
causes inflammation of joints, skin, blood 
vessels and organs. It causes the immune 
system to produce antibodies that attack 
the body’s healthy cells. 

She was diagnosed with the condition in 
May last year and has been undergoing 
treatment since then at the De Luna Hospi-
tal in Rizal province. 

Liza, her mother said, has shown a fighting 
spirit in dealing with her condition. 

“I would cry at the thought of my daughter 
undergoing chemotherapy. But she makes it 
seem like it’s not a big deal,” said Liza. 

Aida Calague, a nurse at the hospital en-
dorsed her to the volunteers of the founda-
tion. 

Mona Liza said it was her cousin Maureen 
Dotinas, who told her stories of Cebu that 
made her want to visit. Dotinas was as-
signed in Cebu for almost a year. 

Mona Liza said she did not expect her wish 
to be granted as she thought it was just an 
ordinary interview when Make-A-Wish vol-

unteers visited her at the hospital. 

CEBU trip 

Mona Liza together with her family arrived 
in Cebu on Friday, their first family get-
together since her soldier father Ramon was 
assigned in Israel for nine months. 

“I’m really happy and very thankful for this 
since our usual bonding is eating at fast 
food chains. Now it’s quite grand,” said her 
father, Ramon. 

The family is staying at the Marco Polo Pla-
za for the weekend with Jose Reyes, a volun-
teer of the foundation. 

The family has gone swimming in Plantation 
Bay, toured Profood’s dried mango pro-
cessing facilities in Mandaue, went shop-
ping at SM City Cebu and had lunch at Zubu-
chon Escario, where they enjoyed Cebu 
lechon. 

“Yung pinakagusto ko pong part yung ku-
main po, kasi ang sarap po kasi ng mga 
pagkain (My favorite part is the eating be-
cause the food here is really delicious), said 
Mona Liza in an interview. 

“Nakakabilib lang po ang bilis nilang 
magbalat ng mangga,” she said about the 
family’s visit to Profoods. (They were im-
pressed at how fast mangoes were peeled.) 

They also visited the Basilica del Santo Nin o 
and Magellan’s Cross. “Nakakapagod din po 
pero ang saya po talaga ng trip na ito.” (It 
was tiring but this trip has been so much 
fun.) 

Expenses for the trip were shouldered by 
the foundation with the help of volunteers 
and hosts. 

Make-A-Wish Foundation has granted 1,300 
wishes of Filipino children aged 8 to 13 
years old. It is an affiliate of Make-A-Wish 
International. A briefing was held yesterday 
in Quest Hotel to invite Cebu volunteers to 
join the cause. ⦿ 

MCLUHAN FELLOW  

Top Philippine broadcast journalist Cheche Lazaro(right) fields questions from lady news 
hen Faye Arellano(partly hidden) during last month's visit of the former in Toronto.  Laza-
ro, also a TV producer of the popular "Probe” TV program in ABS-CBN, is this year's 
awardee of the Mcluhan awards, given to Filipino journalists every year. 

Part of the award are speaking tours in Ottawa, University of Toronto and meeting the 
Mcluhan family. 

Marshall Mcluhan after whom the awards is bestowed, was a world-famous Canadian me-
dia guru. (Wave photo by Myrna Soriano) 

Based on audited blotter, Roxas said that from Nov. 24 to 30, 
there were 591 crime incidents in Metro Manila, including rob-
bery and vehicle theft. From Dec. 1 to 7, there were only 525 cas-
es. 

He added the downtrend in crime incidents was also seen from 
Nov. 17 to 23 with 677 cases and from Nov. 10 to 16 with only 
713 incidents. 

“For 16 weeks or from July 21 to Nov. 9, we can see very signifi-
cant decrease in crime incidents as a result of the Oplan Lambat-
Sibat being implemented in the NCR,” said Roxas. 

Roxas said authorities would also address robbery incidents per-
petrated by taxi drivers and victimizing mostly female passen-
gers. 

National Capital Region Police Office chief Director Carmelo Val-
moria instructed all station commanders to conduct surveillance 
on taxi drivers believed to be involved in robbery holdups. 

Valmoria reminded the public to observe caution when taking 
cabs. He said passengers should take note of the plate number, 
name of taxi and other details, and inform their friends or loved 
ones about them through text message.  – With Cecille Suerte 
Felipe, Christina Mendez, Marvin Sy 

(Continued from page 17) 

PNOY does a Pontius Pilate...  

http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/byline/apple-mae-m.-ta-as
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ABS-CBN files $12M lawsuit 
against 18 pirate sites  

REDWOOD SHORES - ABS-
CBN Corporation, ABS-CBN 
Film Productions, Inc (Star 
Cinema) and ABS-CBN Inter-
national filed suit in US Fed-
eral District Court in Florida 
last November 21, 2014 
against 18 pirate sites for 
damages of over $12 million 
dollars resulting from the 
infringement of the copy-
rights and trademarks of ABS
-CBN's popular TV shows and 
movies. 

The defendants are partner-
ships or unincorporated 
business associations which 
operate through domain 
names registered with regis-
trars in the U.S. and else-
where. Their domain names 
are the following:  

1) buhaypinoyofw.net; 

2) free pinoytvshows.net, pi-
noylovetvshowreplay.com; 

3) hapeetube.biz, 
lovelytube.biz, pinoy-
telebisyon.org; 

4) lambingan.tk;  

5) movieserye.com;  

6) pinaytambayan.org;  

7) pinoy-ako.me;  

8) pinoymoviegallery.net;  

9) pinoytambayan.me;  

10) pinoytelesine.com; 

11) pinoytopmovies.com;  

12) pinoytv.me; 

 13) projectcabbage.com;  

14) tambayanofwtv.info; 

 15) telebesyon.com;  

16) telebyuwers.ph, tele-
byuwers.tv; 

17) teleseryereplay.com;  

18) yzreplay.com.  

Based on the complaint, the 
defendants provide on-
demand streaming perfor-
mances of full-length ver-
sions of ABS-CBN's TV shows 
and movies through their 
websites. Defendants often 
display the latest content to 
their servers within minutes 
or hours of the original 
broadcast in the Philippines. 
Further, they control the or-
ganization and presentation 
of the content by providing 
links to ABS-CBN shows and 
promote and advertise the 
content as ABS-CBN's 
through search engine opti-
mization and meta tags, in-
cluding the use of ABS-CBN's 
marks, then stream the 
shows for users' viewing 
through their websites. With 
the popularity of ABS-CBN 
films and TV shows, these 
sites drive significant traffic 
that enable them to reap 
profits from advertising and 
other revenue. 

According to ABS-CBN AVP of 
Global Anti-Piracy Elisha 
Lawrence, "this is another 
phase in our relentless en-
forcement campaign to iden-
tify and punish pirates whose 
sites have been reported to 

contain malware that can 
cause substantial financial 
harm to innocent people who 
were just trying to view our 
shows and movies." 

This latest lawsuit comes on 
the heels of the police search 
and seizure by police in Vic-
toria, Australia at the home of 
Mary Smith in the suburb of 
Barooga, New South Wales in 
Australia where numerous 
pirate ABS-CBN DVDs, DVD 
burners and hundreds of pi-
rated ABS-CBN movies on 
computer hard drives were 
located.  Recently, ABS-CBN 
also received a US$10 million 
judgment from the U.S. Fed-
eral District Court in Oregon 
against Jeffrey Ashby for 
damages from his infringing 
the copyrights and well-
known trademarks of ABS-
CBN by rebroadcasting ABS-
CBN's popular TV shows and 
movies on his pirate web-
sites.  Among the many pirate 
sites that Ashby owned were 
watchfilipinotv.com, watch-
filipinomovies.com and pi-
noytalaga.com.  

"We at ABS-CBN are commit-
ted to giving our viewers the 
best viewing experience for 
our content and protecting 
the rights of the talented cre-
ative and production teams 
that work hard to deliver 
these shows and films," said 
ABS-CBN Global COO Raffy 
Lopez. "Online pirates under-
mine that, hence, we are de-
termined to discourage and 
stop them." ⦿ 

According to the Transpar-
ency International, two-
thirds of the countries 
scored below 50, indicating 
the need to further 
strengthen anti-corruption 
efforts across the globe. 

Denmark, New Zealand, and 
Finland are perceived to be 
the Top 3 least corrupt 
countries, with scores of 92, 
91, and 89, respectively. 

On the other hand, Sudan, 
North Korea, and Somalia 
are perceived to be the most 
corrupt, with scores of 11, 8, 
and 8, respectively. 

“Countries at the bottom 
need to adopt radical anti-
corruption measures in fa-
vor of their people. Coun-
tries at the top of the index 
should make sure they don’t 
export corrupt practices to 
underdeveloped countries,” 
Jose  Ugaz, chairman of 
Transparency International 
said. 

Founded in 1993, Transpar-
ency International realized 
that corruption wasn’t just 
“robbing public funds in-
tended for community 
schools or hospitals, it was 
also weakening the econo-
my more broadly and mak-
ing public institutions less 
effective.” 

According to the group, they 
also drew attention to the 
supply-side of corruption. 

“Bribe money was often 
coming from the wealthiest, 
and supposedly least cor-
rupt, countries, in the form 
of illicit payments made by 
companies to public offi-
cials, and often with the 
support of their home gov-
ernments. Banks, account-
ants and lawyers were also 

implicated in helping world 
leaders steal public funds, 
and launder, store and in-
vest them safely abroad,” 
the group said. 

“Poorly equipped schools, 
counterfeit medicine and 
elections decided by money 
are just some of the conse-
quences of public sector 
corruption. Bribes and 
backroom deals don’t just 
steal resources from the 
most vulnerable – they un-
dermine justice and eco-
nomic development, and 
destroy public trust in gov-
ernment and leaders,” the 
group added. 

Based on expert opinion 
from around the world, the 
Corruption Perceptions In-
dex measures the perceived 
levels of public sector cor-
ruption worldwide, and it 
paints an alarming picture. 

In this year’s report, not one 
single country gets a perfect 
score and more than two-
thirds score below 50, on a 
scale from 0 (highly cor-
rupt) to 100 (very clean). 

“Corruption is a problem for 
all countries. A poor score is 
likely a sign of widespread 
bribery, lack of punishment 
for corruption and public 
institutions that don’t re-
spond to citizens’ needs. 
Countries at the top of the 
index also need to act. Lead-
ing financial centers in the 
EU and US need to join with 
fast-growing economies to 
stop the corrupt from get-
ting away with it. The G20 
needs to prove its global 
leadership role and prevent 
money laundering and stop 
secret companies from 
masking corruption,” Ugaz 
added.⦿Malaya Business In-
sight 

(Continued from page 19) 

CORRUPTION PERCEIVED 

DECLINING IN PH 

PLDT Christmas Party in Toronto 

Former PLDT employees, their families and friends kept close ties and gathered at a Christmas party held recently.  Photo courtesy of Arlen Lumbo. 

 "This is another phase in our relentless enforcement campaign to identify and 
punish pirates whose sites have been reported to contain malware that can cause 
substantial financial harm to innocent people who were just trying to view our 
shows and movies." - ABS-CBN AVP of Global Anti-Piracy Elisha Lawrence  
 
"We at ABS-CBN are committed to giving our viewers the best viewing experience 
for our content and protecting the rights of the talented creative and production 
teams that work hard to deliver these shows and films. Online pirates undermine 
that, hence, we are determined to discourage and stop them." - ABS-CBN Global 
COO Raffy Lopez   

http://buhaypinoyofw.net/
http://lambingan.tk/
http://movieserye.com/
http://pinaytambayan.org/
http://pinoy-ako.me/
http://pinoymoviegallery.net/
http://pinoytambayan.me/
http://pinoytelesine.com/
http://pinoytopmovies.com/
http://pinoytv.me/
http://projectcabbage.com/
http://tambayanofwtv.info/
http://telebesyon.com/
http://teleseryereplay.com/
http://yzreplay.com/
http://watchfilipinotv.com/
http://watchfilipinomovies.com/
http://watchfilipinomovies.com/
http://pinoytalaga.com/
http://pinoytalaga.com/
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Vigan named one of the 
New 7 Wonders cities 

VIGAN CITY. Photo by Carlo Dominguez 

by Hessian soldiers in 1776. 
Later German immigrants 
brought the tradition into 
wider use in the US. The cus-
tom of decorating a commu-
nity tree began in the early 
1900's and is a popular cus-
tom in the US today. 

What is the symbolism of 
the Christmas tree today? 

Well first of all, the fir tree is 
an evergreen--it does not 
die or fade away or lose its 
needles in the winter. In this 
sense it has soon come to 
represent the immortality of 
the resurrected Christ. 

The lights in the Christmas 
tree also have a deeper 
meaning. Originally the 
lights used were candles, of 
course. During my childhood 
days in Germany my grand-
parents still lit dozens of 
candles in their Christmas 

tree. The candles too were 
meant to symbolize Christ, 
specifically his self-giving 
love and gift of life to us. As 
many of us know, the candle 
provides light and warmth 
as it consumes its own sub-
stance, the wax. So, too, did 

Jesus give of his own sub-
stance--his life--so that we 
might find divine light. And 
when we have found divine 
light for ourselves, we too 
are enabled through the 
power of the Holy Spirit to 
give of ourselves to others. 

After all, Christmas is the 
feast of love, where we 
share gifts with each other 
as Christ shared the gift of 
life with us. ⦿ 

(Continued from page 25) 

The (Christian) Symbolism of 

the Christmas Tree 

MANILA, Philippines – 
Ilocos Sur capital Vigan has 
been selected as one of the 
New 7 Wonders cities. New 
7 Wonders made the an-
nouncement via YouTube 
December 8, 3 am Manila 
time.  

These are the winning cities: 

 Beirut, Lebanon 

 Doha, Qatar 

 Durban, South Africa 

 Havana, Cuba 

 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

 La Paz, Bolivia 

 Vigan, Philippines 

 

Aside from the 7 winners, 
decided via voting, the fol-
lowing cities rounded out 
the top 14: Barcelona, Chica-
go, London, Mexico City, 
Perth, Quito, and Reykjavik. 

During the voting period, 
the whole province of Ilocos 
Sur campaigned for text vot-
ing for Vigan City. Users 
were also able to vote via 
the website, applications, 
and postcards. 

“We congratulate each of 
these cities on achieving 
their New7Wonders status, 
and we look forward to cele-
brating their election to the 
'canon of 7' with their citi-
zens in 2015,” said 

New7Wonders Founder and 
President Bernard We-
ber on the official site, add-
ing, “The New7Wonders 
Cites will now join the 
New7Wonders of Nature 
and the New7Wonders of 
the World in becoming part 
of Global Memory for hu-
manity forever.” 

In addition to the campaign, 
Ilocos Sur held a triathlon to 
raise awareness and rally 
support for Vigan. 

Triathletes swam 1.9 kilo-
meters around the Santiago 
Cove, rode their bicycles 
from Santiago to Candon 
City to Vigan, and ran a half 
marathon around Vigan. 
The run ended with the tri-
athletes voting for Vigan 
online. (READ: Heritage, art, 
tourism mix in new Vigan 
hotel) 

Filipinos, especially resi-
dents and tourists fond of 
the beautiful city, have long 
been anticipating this honor 
since the announcement of 
the endeavor in 2013. 

Back then, the long list of 
cities considered for the 
shortlist was composed of 
77 locations, and also in-
cluded Iloilo and Cebu, 
along with Vigan. 

"My hope is that the 
New7Wonders Cities cam-
paign will generate debate 
about the challenges cities 
face — national and interna-
tional — and how they are 
responding to them," 
said New7Wonders Founder 
and President Bernard We-
ber at the time. 

The top 14 were named in 
October. – Rappler.com 

A triathlete emerges from her swim at Santiago Cove.  
Photo by Rappler 

Philippine Christmas 
Display Declared One of 
the World's Best!  

With the Filipinos' love for 
festivities and innate flair 
for creativity and ingenuity, 
it's no wonder that our 
Christmas season is like a 
grand and collaborative ex-
hibit of our talents. From 
giant parols to life-size 
Christmas villages and even 
man-made snow, we have it 
all. 

Just recently, US-based lux-
ury and lifestyle travel mag-
azine Conde  Nast Traveler 
recognized a spectacular 
Christmas display found at 
the Philippines' center of 
business. 

Joining the ranks of Mis-
souri's Silver Dollar City 
(with its more than 5 mil-
lion dazzling lights and 
1,000 Christmas trees) and 
Paris' Champs-Elyse es (with 
its 200 trees changing in 
color over the course of an 
evening) is our very own 
Ayala Triangle Gardens in 
Makati City, Metro Manila. 

Conde  Nast Traveler corre-
spondent Anna Liesemeyer 
writes: 

"Ayala Triangle Gardens is 
[a] natural haven with a di-
verse population of trees, 
including kamuning, golden 
palms, and fire trees. The 

gardens are a courtyard for 
the surrounding business 
district, and started as a way 
to brighten up the evenings 
for the workers. As you make 
your way through the park, 
Christmas hymns and songs 
are synchronized to the 
lights to create an immersive 
holiday experience." 

Watch the the annual Lights 
and Sounds Show every 6 
pm to 10 pm until the New 
Year! 

The complete list of Conde  
Nast Traveler's "Where to 
See Spectacular Christmas 
Lights Around the World" 
feature is as follows: 

1) Tivoli Gardens 
(Copenhagen, Denmark)  

2) Champs-Elyse es (Paris, 
France)  

3) Somerset House 
(London, UK)  

4) Silver Dollar City 
(Branson, Missouri)  

5) Ayala Triangle Gardens 
(Manila, Philipines)  

6) Kobe Luminarie (Kobe, 
Japan)  

7) Christmas Market (Jena, 
Germany) 

⦿choosephilippines.com 

The Ayala Triangle Gardens was listed as one of the world’s top 7 by a 
worldwide authority.  This Photo credit: ©Pacific Press / Corbis, via 
Condé Nast Traveler  

http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/f-news/1544250/posts
http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/f-news/1544250/posts
http://www.rappler.com/life-and-style/travel/50151-new-vigan-hotel-blends-heritage-art
http://www.rappler.com/life-and-style/travel/50151-new-vigan-hotel-blends-heritage-art
http://www.rappler.com/life-and-style/travel/ph-travel/40846-vigan-cebu-iloilo-new-7-wonders
http://www.rappler.com/life-and-style/travel/ph-travel/40846-vigan-cebu-iloilo-new-7-wonders
http://www.rappler.com/life-and-style/travel/ph-travel/71390-vigan-top-finalists-new-7-wonders
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You’re probably counting the days to 
Christmas. As for me, I’m already 
counting the calories of Christmas! 
’Tis the season to eat, drink, and be 
merry (but be wary of the unwanted 
weight gain, too — hoho horrible)! 

Of course, back when we were young 
with a 21-inch waistline, the bottom 
line was the Christmas table must be 
groaning with food, glorious holiday 
food until we were left moaning. 
What’s Christmas without a big fat 
leg of glazed ham? Lola, bless her 
soul, whipped up her simply divine, 
immortal embotido, a recipe she 
handed down to her daughter who 
handed it down to her own daughter, 
etc. Going to dawn Mass meant going 
straight for the ubiquitous puto bum-
bong deliciously steaming in bamboo 
tubes (of course now, we can have it 
every day at Via Mare or Mangan or 
Benny’s, for instance). Whether we 
were naughty or nice, there were as-
sorted sweet treats for us. 

Now that we’re older and wiser, we 
know that we’d better watch out for 
those calories that last for only a mi-
nute on the lips but stay for a lifetime 
on the hips.  Well, now we have sis-
ters Jertie and Jaclyn Abergas of 
Jertie’s Kitchen who have a mouthful 
to say about the healthy food choices 

we should make for the holidays. 
Jertie’s Kitchen is a specialty home-
based business with a sincere desire 
to encourage people to live healthier 
lives. And one way they do that is by 
holding health and wellness work-
shops. 

The sisters explain, “We conduct 
health talks and cooking workshops. 
Our health talks are focused on help-
ing people to transition to a healthier 
plant-based lifestyle, while our cook-
ing workshops are focused on show-
ing what people can cook and add to 
their current diet to make it healthi-
er.” 

The “green-minded” sisters point out, 
“We only use plants (fruits, vegeta-
bles, nuts, seeds, and whole grains) 
during our workshops because we 
believe they’re the healthiest and 
most underutilized food items we 
have available.” 

You may think that plant-based dish-
es are too expensive or too hard to 
make (think vegan pizza or roasted 
potatoes and asparagus). “Not!” 
Jertie and Jaclyn passionately assert. 
“We’re here to show you that plant-
based dishes can be easily made on 
any budget, no matter how much (or 
how little) experience a person has in 

the kitchen. And our dishes can be 
easily made with just a rice cooker, a 
toaster oven, a blender or even just 
with one’s hands.” 

So, what should we have for 
our noche buena? “When we men-
tion noche buena, we usually think 
of lechon, ham, and all kinds of meat-
based dishes,” the sisters note. 
“Rarely do we think of adding fruit 
and veggie dishes to our noche 
buena table. In our workshop, we 
teach you plant-based dishes you can 
add to your usual menu — they’re so 
full of flavor they will have you want-
ing more!” 

At their workshop, Jertie and Jaclyn 
teach participants such easy recipes 
as Easy Paella, Lentil Neat-Loaf, fruit 
salad with cashew cream, Really Raw 
Fruitcake, and Chickpea Sopas. There 
are winning bonus recipes, too, like 
baked fruitcake and vegan chili. 

The sisters stress, “All our dishes are 
easy and affordable to make. Ingredi-
ents can be easily sourced from 
Sugarleaf Makati, health shops or 
your local grocery or palengke. We 
try to use locally sourced ingredients 
as much as possible.” 

They urge everyone “to add more 
than one plant-based dish to their 
dinner table and to eat it first. Once 
you’ve filled up on fruits and vegeta-
bles, there is a smaller chance you 

will overeat on meat, seafood, and 
other highly fattening foods that can 
lead to unwanted weight gain and 
higher chances of suffering from di-
gestive problems.” 

Once more, with feeling, the sisters 
remind everyone, “The holidays are 
not an excuse to have a two-
weeklong cheat day. Nonetheless, if 
that happens, eating your fruits and 
vegetables first will help you take 
control of your cheat days.” 

After succumbing to the temptation 
to binge, you can always atone for 
your sins at the detox workshop set 
in January at Sugarleaf Makati. “This 
workshop is designed to help you 
lose that unwanted weight gain and 
remove the excess toxins of your hol-
iday eating from your body,” the sis-
ters are happy to announce. “It’s a 
workshop that you can actually use 
not just during the holidays, but eve-
rytime your cheat days get the better 
of you.” 

All workshops are at P1,500 per par-
ticipant with an early bird rate of 
P1,300. There are group, senior, and 
student rates. (For more info, text 
Angelo Songco of Sugarleaf Makati at 
09178039055 or call Sugarleaf Ma-
kati at 812-7323.) 

To one and all, good tidings for 
Christmas and happy, healthy new 
eats! ⦿  

Philippines' Jamie Herrel is 
Miss Earth 2014  

NEW EARTH WARRIOR. Jamie Herrell of the Philippines waves to the crowd after win-
ning Miss Earth 2014. Photo by Joseph Agcaoili/Rappler 

Have yourself a merry green Christmas 
CONSUMERLINE By Ching M. Alano  (reprinted from philstar.com) 

No blue Christmas, just green: Add fruits and veggies to your noche buena table. 

http://www.philstar.com/author/Ching%20M.%20Alano/CONSUMERLINE
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TFC shares a ‘Kapamilya 
thank you' for Filipinos 
worldwide 
 
TFC to donate $2 to ABS-CBN Foundation feeding program and 
share the music of the TFC 20th Anniversary Commemorative Album 
for every new subscription 

December 15, 2014 (QUEZON 
CITY, PHILIPPINES) – As part of its 
year-long 20th anniversary celebra-
tions and in keeping with the holi-
day tradition, the premier network 
in the world, The Filipino Channel 
(TFC), is sharing the gift of giving 
with its pledge for donations to the-
ABS-CBN Foundation feeding pro-
gram for new subscriptions and is 
thanking new subscribers via the 
gift of the TFC 20th Anniversary Com-
memorative Album. 

TFC, launched in 1994, celebrates 
its 20th anniversary this year with 
the theme “Galing ng Filipino, ituloy 
mo” or “Forging Ahead with the 
greatness of the Filipino.”  The Com-
memorative Album, a limited edi-
tion four-disc collection, features 
“Dalawang Dekada ng Tagumpay, 
Galing at Pagasa,” containing TFC’s 
20th Anniversary theme and MTV 
“Galing ng Filipino” plus 
a videoke version, behind-the-
scenes and an audio-visual presen-
tation on the journey that the net-
work took along with the Filipinos 
it serves as they lead their lives out-
side the homeland; “Kuwento Natin 
‘To: A Toast to the Best Years of Our 
Lives,” all of TFC’s station IDs all 
throughout its history of serving 
Filipinos such as “Switch on the 
Philippines” (a version was then 
sung by the Ang TV Kids), “At 
Home Ka sa TFC” sung by Martin 

Nievera, “Isang Dugo, Isang Lahi, 
Isang Musika” sung by Lea Salonga, 
“Lipad ng Pangarap” sung by Gary 
V, “Dahil Tayo’y Filipino” performed 
by Charice Pempengco with the 
special participation of Billy Craw-
ford, and “Tayo Ang TFC” sung 
by Jed Madela; “Panahon ng Pag-
sasama –sama, ABS-CBN’s Best 
Summer and Christmas SIDs; and 
“Ang Himig ng Buhay Mo;” select 20 
TFC soundtracks from the most 
memorable teleseryes seen across 
the globe via TFC: “May Bukas Pa,” 
“Ikaw Ang Pangarap,” “Sana Maulit 
Muli,” Hanggang Sa Dulo ng Walang 
Hanggan,” Muling Buksan Ang 
Puso,” “Ngayon at Kailanman,” 
“Please Be Careful With My Heart,” 
“Mula Sa Puso,” “Sana’y Wala ng 
Wakas,” “Kung Tayo’y Magkaka-
layo,” “Maging Sino Ka Man,” “Nag-
iisang Bituin,” Saan Darating Ang 
Umaga,” “Tayong Dalawa,” 
“Hanggang Kailan Kita Mamahalin,” 
“Pangako Sa ‘Yo,” “Ikaw Lamang,” 
“Sabihin Mo Sa Akin,” “Natutulog Ba 
Ang Diyos,” and “Tanging Yaman.” 

For every new subscription, TFC 
will donate USD $2 to the ABS-CBN 
Foundation Feeding program under 
each subscriber’s name.  In return, 
TFC will gift subscribers the limited 
edition TFC 20th Anniversary Com-
memorative Album. 

Bantay Kalusugan (Nutrition 
Watch) is a Supplemental Feeding 
Project under Bantay Bata (Child 
Watch) that was designed to direct-
ly address malnutrition among 6-12 
year old school children.  It is also a 
venue for expanding advocacy on 
nutrition, children’s rights, proper 
parenting skills, community mobili-
zation, and linkages building. 

Interested parties can visit 
www.facebook.com/KapamilyaTFC 
or follow @KapamilyaTFC on Twit-
ter and Instagram. 

Police also discovered 
wads of cash amounting 
to more than P2 million, 
air-conditioning units, 
entertainment applianc-
es, expensive liquor and 
a sauna facility in the 
rooms of high-value in-
mates. 

Apart from Co, De Lima 
said 18 other convicted 
drug lords were plucked 
out from the maximum 
security compound. 

They were Eugene Chua, 
Chua Sam Li, Vincent Sy, 
George Sy, Joel Capones, 
Herbert Colangco, Peter 
Co, Amin Imam Boratong, 
Clarence Dongail, Tom 
Chua, Rommel Capoines, 
Jojo Baligad, Willy Chua, 
Michael Ong, Jacky King 
Sy, Willy Sy, Noel Mar-
tinez and Herman Agojo. 

They control about 20 to 
50 percent of the illegal 
drug trade in the state 
penitentiary, De Lima 
said. 

She said they would be 
transferred to an isolated 
site at the NBP extension 
facility in Manila to crip-
ple them and stop them 
from plying their drug 
trade. 

She said these drug lords 
would be stripped of 
privileges. 

“We have to take them 
out of NBP and transfer 
them to a facility where 
they would be incapaci-
tated from dealing with 
syndicates,” De Lima told 
reporters. 

“This is sort of a test. We 
want to see if the drug 
trade in the country will 
go down after this be-
cause law enforcers are 
saying that a significant 
portion of the illegal drug 
industry is inside NBP 
and controlled by these 
people,” she said. 

According to De Lima, 
the raid gave face to an 
open secret – that drug 
lords continue operating 
shady businesses despite 
serving time in the state 
penitentiary. 

She said that despite 
raids and exposes on 
anomalies at the NBP, 
wealthy inmates contin-
ue to receive special priv-
ileges. 

‘Inmates forewarned’ 

 Operatives of the NBI, 
PDEA and PNP roused 
the inmates from sleep 
inside fully furnished and 
air-conditioned kubols. 

“They showed slight re-
sistance... it seemed that 
the inmates had been 
forewarned about the 
raid by those in cahoots 
with them,” De Lima said. 
“We are not discounting 
that possibility.” 

When the kubols were 
opened, De Lima was 
shocked at the luxurious 
detention facilities, 
which she thought had 
been dismantled. 

“I am completely disgust-
ed. I am beyond disgust-
ed. It seems that this is 
just a tip of the iceberg. 
They said these kubols 
had been dismantled. 
Apparently they are all 
lies,” De Lima said. 

To date, there are 3,790 
kubols in the NBP. 

It was the second time 
that De Lima led a raid 
on the NBP’s maximum 
security compound. 

In 2011, she conducted a 
surprise inspection of the 
NBP after former Batan-
gas governor Antonio 
Leviste was caught going 
in and out of the prison 
compound. 

For his part, Bureau of 
Corrections Director 
Franklin Bucayu said 
charges would be 
slapped against the con-
victs who were found in 
possession of illegal 
drugs. – With Perseus 
Echeminada.  The Phil-
ippine Star 

(Continued from page 7) 

BILIBID RAID YIELDS 
SHABU, P2 M CASH 

BILIBID 
OR 

NOT!!! 

tel:905-755-1200
tel:416-298-2555
http://www.facebook.com/KapamilyaTFC
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Catch the Waves on PinoyRadio.com! 

Every Sunday 
8:00 - 8:30 pm     OPM WAVES  
8:30 -  9:00 pm    MGA ALON SA ATING BUHAY 
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Buhay” 

(Waves of our Lives) 

Sundays  
8:30 pm - 9:00pm 

Host: 
  KUYA NESTOR 
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GOV. VI:  “I miss showbiz” 
Regal matriarch Lily Monteverde 
showered good friend and her 
“favorite Regal baby” with love by 
throwing a surprise birthday party 
for Batangas Governor Vilma Santos 
last Monday at her own 38 Valencia 
Events Place. 

Mother Lily explained that since 
building Taal Imperial Resort Hotel 
in Batangas in 2010, she thinks of 
herself as a Taalen a, and as such, 
joins Gov. Vi in ensuring that the 
province’s Ala Eh! Festival, happen-
ing in Taal from December 1 to 8, 
will be the brightest and biggest ev-
er. 

Aside from considering Taal as a 
home after being smitten by its 
beauty and charmed by its heritage, 
the lady producer takes utmost 
pride for being “the mother of the 
‘Mother of Batangas’.”  

Mother Lily expressed her admira-
tion for Gov. Vi’s rise “from a grand 
slam best actress into a much-
admired and awarded public.” She 
ends her speech, however, by en-
joining the actress-politician to 
“make another grand slam-winning 
movie.”  

Gov. Vi disclosed that she does want 
to be more active in filmmaking – 
whether before or behind the cam-
eras. In spite of talks of her running 
for higher post in 2016, she said she 
really has no plans yet beyond giv-
ing her best in the time she has left 
as governor. 

 “I miss showbiz,” she expressed. 
“After eighteen years of being in 
public service – nine years as mayor 
of Lipa and nine years as governor 
of Batangas – I really miss showbiz,” 
she reiterated. 

After being sidelined by health is-
sues– mostly, she said caused by 
stress over the passing of trusted 
aide Aida Fandialan – she has 
learned to better take care of her-
self.  

 “Maybe because na drain ako. 

Naniningil dahil sa sobrang pagod 
and stress. Na-trigger when Ate Ai-
da left us,” she related. 

She is still grieving, she said, as her 
Ate Aida, whom she considered a 
family member, was with her for 
four decades, but she will soon face 
the cameras again, most probably in 
January, for a movie with Angel Loc-
sin. It will not be the usual 
“sampalan” movie, she revealed, 
assuring that it will be a different 
kind of drama for Mother’s Day.  

She talked about feeling excited, too, 
on the prospect of being a grand-
mother.  

 “Nung araw ayaw ko pa, ngayon 
gusto ko na,” she related with a 
smile. “Lucky is 32 at si Angel nasa 
tamang edad na.” 

She, however, is not about to pres-
sure the two – whether about get-
ting engaged or tying the knot. But 
she would, of course, be happy if the 
two tie the knot in Batangas, where 
she and Senator Ralph Recto wed 
twenty-eight years ago. 

 “Baka may swerte,” she quipped. 

In the meantime, she is excited for 
the “Ala Eh! Festival,” which is now 
on its seventh year. The first official 
celebration was in December 2008, 
at the Provincial Capitol in Batangas 
City. Before then, the province did-
n’t celebrate its foundation, and so 
the governor led an inquiry as to the 
province’s founding date, which was 
finally established on the 8th of De-
cember, with this year marking the 
433rd anniversary. ⦿Malaya Busi-
ness Insight 

Aiza weds Liza in California  

Edu to work with son Luis 
in new ABS-CBN project? 
MANILA – Edu 
Manzano has 
confirmed re-
ports that he is 
now with ABS-
CBN again. 

In an inter-
view with ABS
-CBN News on 
Wednesday, 
Manzano said 
he is currently working on two pro-
jects for the Kapamilya network, 
which are both slated to be released 
next year. 

“Totoo po 'yan. Nakabalik na po ako 
sa ABS-CBN. Currently, may gina-
gawa akong dalawang proyekto, 
isang teleserye at isang pelikula na 
next year pa ipapalabas. Twenty 
four years ako sa ABS-CBN so pa-
rang balik Kapamilya,” he said. 

Asked if he can 
reveal the art-
ists he is work-
ing with, Man-
zano said: “I’m 
working with 
familiar faces 
and all the new 
talents of ABS. 
I feel very very 
welcome and I 

feel very fortunate to have wel-
comed with open arms.” 

Now that he and his son, Luis Man-
zano, are in one network, would it 
be possible that they get a TV show 
together? 

“Pinag-iisipan ko kung gusto ko si-
yang makatrabaho. Meron kaming 
iniisip na project ngayon. As a mat-
ter of fact, hopefully matutuloy next 
year. I look forward to work with my 

son very much,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Manzano invited his 
supporters to watch for his upcom-
ing projects with ABS-CBN. 

“Bagama’t hindi pa pinal ang mga 
pamagat or the casting for that mat-
ter ng aming teleserye at ng pelikula, 
I would like to invite everybody, 
abangan niyo po sa early next year 
ang pelikula at ang teleserye na 

handog po ng ABS-CBN,” he said. 

Manzano’s return to ABS-CBN was 
first announced by Kris Aquino last 
September. 

During his previous stint with ABS-
CBN, he is best known for hosting 
the popular game show, "Pilipinas, 
Game KNB?" and "1 vs. 100. ⦿ 

ABS-CBNnews.com  

Celebrity couple Aiza Seguerra and 
Liza Dino exchanged "I do's" in a 
simple and private ceremony in Cal-
ifornia on Monday (Tuesday in Ma-
nila). 

Seguerra, 31, who recently went on 
record to identify himself as a 
transgender man, married Dino 
months after they got engaged in 
February this year. 

ABS-CBN North America Bureau 
reporter Steve Angeles posted pho-
tos of the couple's "forest" wedding 
on his official Twitter page. 

It's official @lizadino Aiza Seguerra 
have tied the knot in a romantic and 
beautiful Califor-
nia #zazawedding pic.twitter.com/
HfDhcgMkZD 

— Steve Angeles 
(@StevieAngeles) December 9, 
2014 

Report for Mornings@ANC, Angeles 
said the couple encouraged their 50 
or so guests to hashtag their wed-
ding #zazagothitched. 

Among those who attended the 
wedding was actress Sylvia Sanchez, 
Seguerra's co-star in the series "Be 
Careful With My Heart." 

The couple earlier announced that 
they will also hold an event next 
month in the Philippines. 

Seguerra also posted their wedding 
photo on Instagram with the cap-
tion: "Nagsimula na ang buhay ko." 

Dino, who was based in the United 
States for a time, has a daughter 
from a previous relationship, who 
Seguerra now considers his own. 

The singer has been vocal in refer-
ring to Dino and her child as his 
family, saying he stands as their 
"padre de pamilya."  

⦿ ABS-CBNnews.com  

https://twitter.com/hashtag/zazawedding?src=hash
http://t.co/HfDhcgMkZD
https://twitter.com/StevieAngeles/status/542119008527335424
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Pope: Knowledge alone doesn't 
reveal God; humble prayer does 

In his homily on Tuesday 
(Dec 2, 2014), Pope Francis 
said that no matter how 
much we study, we will nev-
er know anything about God 
unless we speak to him 
humbly like children. 

“Many may know science 
(and) theology well, so 
many! But if they do not do 
this theology on their knees, 
humbly, like children, they 
will not understand any-
thing,” the Pope told those 
present in the Vatican’s 
Saint Martha guesthouse for 
his Dec. 2 daily Mass. 

Although studying “will tell 
them many things, they will 
not understand anything,” 
he said. 

Pope Francis centered his 
reflections on the day’s Gos-
pel, taken from Luke Chap-
ter 10, in which Jesus prays 
to the Father, praising him 
for hiding the mysteries of 
faith from the wise and in-
stead revealing them to the 
humble and childlike. 

Jesus “makes us know the 
Father, introduces us to this 
inner life that He has,” re-
veals him to us and gives us 
the grace to understand 
him, the Pope said, explain-
ing that only those who are 
poor in spirit will be able to 
receive God’s revelation. 

“Only those whose hearts 
are like the young are capa-
ble of receiving this revela-
tion; the humble of heart, 
the meek, who feel the need 
to pray, to open up to God, 
who feel poor – only he who 
goes forward with the first 
Beatitude: the poor in spir-
it.” 

Poverty is a special gift 
which opens the door to the 
mystery of God, he contin-
ued, adding that it is a gift 
that can sometimes be lack-
ing in those who have dedi-
cated themselves to a life of 
study. 

While those who study the-
ology, philosophy and the 
sciences might know those 
topics well, they will never 

truly understand the mys-
tery of God without becom-
ing humble in prayer, the 
Roman Pontiff observed. 

“Only with this poverty is 
one capable of receiving the 
revelation that the Father 
gives through Jesus,” he not-
ed. 

In reference to the day’s 
first reading from Isaiah in 
which the prophet says that 
“on that day a shoot shall 
sprout from the stump of 
Jesse,” the Bishop of Rome 
said that Jesus is that hum-
ble and mild bud who came 
to bring salvation to the 
meek, poor, sick and op-
pressed. 

The mystery of Jesus is that 
of humbling oneself, he con-
tinued, adding that it is a 
mystery which brings salva-
tion to the poor and comfort 
to those afflicted by various 
diseases, sins and difficult 
situations. 

It is not possible to find Je-
sus outside of this context, 
the Pope explained, praying 
that the Lord would use the 
Advent season to bring each 
of us closer to his mystery 
and help us to do what he 
wants of us. 

And what the Lord asks, he 
said, is for all to practice 
“the way of humility, the 
way of meekness, the way of 
poverty, the road where we 
feel sin, so that he can come 
to save us, to free us. May 
the Lord give us this grace.” 
⦿CAN/EWTN News  

Pope Francis in St. Peter's Square. Credit: Lauren Cater/CNA  

Papal caveat: It is not 
about me, focus on Jesus 

MANILA, Philippines—Pope 
Francis wants his Philippine 
visit to focus on Jesus Christ, 
not himself, according to Ma-
nila Archbishop Luis Antonio 
Cardinal Tagle. 

Speaking at a spiritual retreat 
for the working press that 
will cover next month’s papal 
visit, Tagle said he was at the 
Holy See last month as part of 
the preparation for the 
Pope’s visit on Jan. 16-19 and 
that he received instruction 
from the Pope. 

“I hope I will not be the focus 
of the pastoral visit but let 
Jesus Christ be the focus,” 
Tagle quoted the Pope as say-
ing. 

The Manila prelate, who 
heads the organizing commit-
tee for the visit, urged jour-
nalists as well as volunteers 
working for the event to fol-
low the Pope’s instruction. 
“The papal visit will be an 
occasion for us to turn our 
attention to Jesus,” he said. 

Earlier, Pasig Bishop Mylo 
Hubert Vergara, head of the 
papal visit’s committee on 
information, said the visit 
would be “an encounter with 
God.” 

“The Pope is the Vicar of 
Christ so meeting him is like 
coming face to face with 
God,” Vergara said, urging the 
media and volunteers to 
“spiritually prepare” for the 
event. 

Papal fever has increased in 
the run-up to Francis’ visit to 
Sri Lanka on Jan. 12-15 and 
the Philippines, heightened 
by the increasing “rock-star” 
status the charismatic Pope 
has enjoyed since the start of 
his papacy in 2013. 

The papal visit is a mission of 
“mercy and compassion,” Ta-
gle said, especially since the 
Pope would like to console 
the victims of the major natu-
ral disasters in the Visayas 
last year. 

The Pope will personally take 
his “mercy mission” to 
Tacloban City, where he will 
meet victims and survivors. 

During the Mass that capped 
the retreat, Palo Archbishop 
John Du, whose ecclesiastical 
province covers Tacloban, 
joined Tagle as a cocelebrant. 
Tagle pointed the audience to 
Du, enjoining them to donate 
to the Leyte prelate “because 
he’s too shy.” 

Earlier, Tagle urged Filipinos 
demanding that the Pope vis-
it them to understand that 
because of his advanced age, 
the 77-year-old Francis could 
not add more to his already 
extensive itinerary. 

First in 20 years 

But the exhortation may not 
dampen Filipinos’ clamor to 
see Francis since it would be 
the first visit by a Pope in 20 
years. 

The last papal visit was in 
1995 when Pope—now 
Saint—John Paul II came to 
the country for the World 
Youth Day. The closing Mass 
of World Youth Day saw at 
least 4 million people attend-
ing John Paul II’s Mass, the 
biggest crowd in history ac-
cording to the Guinness Book 
of World Records. 

Pope Francis will meet lead-
ers of the churches, religious 
orders and key organizations 
at Manila Cathedral. He will 
also go to the University of 
Santo Tomas, a pontifical in-
stitution that hosted the Ecu-
menical Youth Forum of the 
World Youth Day in 1995, to 
meet leaders of other reli-
gions and to give a special 
message to the youth. 

To inspire 

“I hope the Holy Father will 
be inspired and learn from 
us, too. He will come not only 
as a teacher but also as some-
one in need of inspiration, so 
let’s inspire him,” Tagle said. 

(Continued on page 26) 

HIS HOLINESS’ INSTRUCTION Manila Archbishop Luis Antonio Car-
dinal Tagle says during a recollection for the media covering the 
Pope’s visit at the University of Santo Tomas in Manila that the Pope 
instructed him to make sure his visit here is not about him but about 
the Lord Jesus. JOAN BONDOC 

The (Christian) Symbolism of the Christmas Tree  
By Frank Schaefer 

The Christmas tree has be-
come a symbol of the spirit 
of Christmas in many coun-
tries and many, if not all, 
our homes. What led Chris-
tians to adopt this custom? 

The first mention in history 
of fir trees used in Christ-
mas celebrations was in 
12th century Germany. A fir 
tree was used in mystery 
plays as the so-called 
"paradise" tree. These dra-
mas were held outside dur-
ing the Advent and Christ-
mas seasons and the fir tree 
symbolized the tree of life in 

the Garden of Eden. The ev-
ergreen fir tree is a sign of 
hope throughout the winter 
season--hope in the promise 
that the rest of nature too 
will awaken to new life in 
the coming spring. The mes-
sage of this symbolism was 
simple: through Jesus Christ 
we too have hope for ever-
lasting life. Indeed, Jesus 
Christ has become our tree 
of life--the paradise tree. As 
such the evergreen Christ-
mas tree reminds us that 
even though our earthly 
season must come to an 
end, yet we will live through 
the grace of our Lord Jesus. 

The use of the indoor 
Christmas tree began early 
in the 17th century, in Stras-
bourg, (which at that time 
belonged to Germany, but is 
now France) spreading from 
there throughout Germany 
and then into northern Eu-
rope. In 1841, Albert the 
German-born husband of 
Queen Victoria, first intro-
duced the Christmas tree 
custom to Great Britain. He 
had the first decorated 
Christmas tree set up in 
Windsor Castle in 1841. The 
first Christmas trees in the 
New World were introduced 

(Continued on page 21) 

http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/f-news/1544250/posts
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MUSIC STAND 

 

Thank you to the followers of this page.   
For requests to publish the chords of your favourite OPM songs,  

please email at wavesnews247@gmail.com. 

((((((  TUNE IN EVERY SUNDAY  )))))))

www.pinoyradio.com 

Filipinos Making Waves presents 

8:00 - 8:30pm 

OPM WAVES listen to the 70’s classic hits, origi-
nal Pilipino music that we grew up with and loved. 

8:30 - 9:00pm 

MGA ALON NG ATING BUHAY - Kuya 
Nestor narrates life experiences of ordinary people as 
they go through the  ups and downs of life—whether 
it be with family, on the job or with a special someone.  
Replays at 10pm every Wed & Fri. 

"Music is what feelings sound like"  

Pasko Na, Sinta Ko 
  Gary Valenciano  

Intro:  D11….F11...CM7/D 
           G C/G (2x) 
 
Verse 1 
              G            D/F# 
   Pasko na, sinta ko 
       G/F                C/E 
   Hanap-hanap kita 
       Cm/Eb         G/D 
   Bakit nagtatampo't 
      Cm     D11-D7 
   Nilisan ako? 
  
Verse 2 
                 G          D/F# 
   Kung mawawala ka 
        G/F             C/E 
   Sa piling ko sinta 
      Cm/Eb           G/D 
   Paano ang Pasko? 
    D9sus-D7b9    G-C/G,G 
   Inulil—a            mo 
 
Refrain 
 
        C           D/C         Bm7   Em7 
   Sayang, sinta, ang sinumpaan 
             Am7  D9sus-D7b9   G G11 
   At pagtitinginang            tunay 
  G7 C       D/F#       Bm7         Em7 
   Nais mo bang kalimutang ganap 
           A11         A7         D11D7 hold 
   Ang ating suyuan at galak? 
 
Verse 3 
 
                 G           D/F# 
   Kung mawawala ka 
        G/F              C/E 
   Sa piling ko, sinta, 
       Cm/Eb         G/D 
   Paano ang Paskong 
  D9 D7b9     (Interlude) 
   Alay ko sa 'yo? 
 
   Interlude: G-C/G-D/G-G 
                    G-C/E-D/F#  
 
   (Repeat II) 
 
   (Repeat Refrain) 
 
   (Repeat III except last word) 
 
             G-C/G-D/G-G-C/G-G 
        ... 'yo? 

The Pope really admires the faith and resilience of 
the people, Tagle said in a previous statement. 

“I think he will come to bring a message of solidari-
ty and hope. But I’m also quite certain that he 
would want to imbibe, be edified and be inspired by 
the faith of the ordinary people,” he said. 

Asian bishops will attend the Holy Father’s Mass 
with the clergy and religious at Manila Cathedral on 
Jan. 16, said Vergara. 

“We know this is also, in terms of the globe, a re-
gional celebration. So they will be coming and they 
will be part of the Manila Cathedral celebration,” he 
added. 

“All dioceses will be represented in that Mass… It is 
upon the decision or process of each particular 
church (diocese), as we call it, to send their own 
representatives,” he added, saying that each dio-

cese and prelature was asked to send 10 repre-
sentative priests and five religious members of the 
clergy. 

To be completely fair, the Pasig bishop shared that 
in his own diocese, as in other dioceses, these rep-
resentatives were chosen by lottery. 

According to Manila Cathedral’s Msgr. Nestor Cer-
bo, 1,500 slots have been allotted to bishops, 
priests and religious for the Eucharistic celebration 
with Pope Francis on the second day of his visit. 

The remaining 500 slots will be for lay people 
needed for the liturgical celebration like the choir; 
the technical support staff for the sound system 
and the air-conditioning; members of the Presiden-
tial Security Group; the first-aid team; ushers; and 
selected members of the media. 

Vergara said the central committee would try its 
best to put up facilities like video walls or LCD 
screens outside Manila Cathedral to accommodate 
the faithful who may still want to participate in the 
Eucharistic celebration.  ⦿ 

(Continued from page 25) 

PAPAL CAVEAT:  IT IS NOT ABOUT ME... 
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