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News That’s  
Making Waves 

 

Taste of Manila Festival, 
the largest Filipino festival 
outside of the Philippines,. 
is all set for another week-
end of fun, food and non-
stop entertainment. It is 
happening on August 19 & 
20 at Litlle Manila on Bath-
urst Street from Wilson 

Avenue.  

 

Mabuhay  Philippines Fes-
tival and Street Parade 
2017 will be held on Au-
gust 26 & 27 at Nathan 
Phillips Square, 100 
Queen Street West, Toron-

to.  

   WAWAWAV V V ESESES   

The Kingdom of Cambodia formalized its participation in this year's Taste of Manila street festival 
with the signing of a contract between Chhat Chhour, the Honorary Consul of Cambodia in Toronto 
(second from left), and Rolando Mangante, founder and chairman emeritus of Taste of Manila, at 
the Consulate of the Kingdom of Cambodia in Toronto. The signing was witnessed by Nicole 
Leung, special assistant to the consul, and Teresa Torralba, TOM chief of staff. 

Taste of Manila Festival Is On! 
LITTLE MANILA, AUG. 19-20 

Cambodia, PHL 

Lend Support 

A SUMMER DAY TO REMEMBER 

A Sense of Bonhomie 

By Riley Mendoza 
 

The sense of bonhomie among friends and 
nodding acquaintances was easily dis-
cernible the moment I stepped into this 
circle of men, women and children having 
their old-fashioned picnic at Earl Bales 
Park one weekend last month. 
 
From a distance, I thought these people 
were minions of the so-called 
"yellowtards" in Manila because they 
were all wearing identical yellow tees, but 
as I got nearer, I realized that the colour 
was meant to identify than to make a po-
litical statement. 

 

Earl Bales on Bathurst St. in North York is 
all of 127 acres or 51 hectares big, and on 
weekends, the park teems with picnick-
ers, celebrants and campers seeking relief 
from their daily office or household 
chores. So it makes sense to don garments 
that could be seen from afar. 
 
The question settled in my mind, erasing 
doubts about affiliations, the moment I 
saw Mr. Rafael Nebres, general manager 
of Action Honda car dealership, otherwise 

(Continued on page 5) 

By Teresa Torralba 
  

Two Philippine government-owned corporations and the 
Kingdom of Cambodia are the latest to join the growing 
number of sponsors of the Taste of Manila (ToM) street 
festival which will be held on Saturday and Sunday, (Aug. 
19-20) in Toronto's Little Manila. 
 
The participation of Cambodia is particularly significant. 
The kingdom is one of 10 members of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) that also includes the 
Philippines. 
 
The sponsorship by Philippine Amusement and Gaming 
Corporation (PAGCOR) and the Philippine Charity Sweep-

(Continued on page 3) 

ToM 2017 
boosts 
Filipino 
Canadian 
talents 
Filipino Canadian talents 
will have the spotlight 
shine on them during the 
two-day Taste of Manila 
street festival on Saturday 
and Sunday, Aug. 19-20, in 
Little Manila. 
 
Ontario has a big number 
of promising performers 
waiting to be tapped and 
ToM organizers have taken 
notice of this situation.  
 
"We will give them a 
break," says Mon Torralba, 
entertainment stage direc-
tor for ToM. "It's about 
time these home-grown 
talents get the recognition 
they deserve". 
 
ToM's focus on these per-
formers is consistent with 
its goal to develop a pool of 
Filipino Canadian perform-
ers from Ontario province.  
 
The talents scheduled to 
perform are: 

(Continued on page 3) 
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stakes Office (PCSO) is a 
follow-through of the com-
mitment by the Duterte 
administration made to 
ToM founding chairman 
Rolly Mangante during his 
recent visit to Manila. 
 
Cambodia, PAGCOR and 
PCSO thus joined ToM’s 
Diamond Sponsors, name-
ly,  Trureal Inc. and Telus, 
as this year's presenting 
sponsors.  
 
The latest to “go further” by 
joining the major Diamond 
sponsor bandwagon is the 
Toronto Area Ford Dealers.  
Their displays and fun kid 
rides are welcomed addi-
tions to the festival. 
 
Cambodia's participation is 
through the auspices of the 
Cambodian Consulate. Con-
sul General Chhat Chhour 
will host the Philippine dig-
nitaries and VIP guests in 
its pavilion and present a 
special cultural presenta-
tion for the Philippine 
crowd.  
 
"We are truly honoured to 
have our Cambodian neigh-
bours in ASEAN take a 
meaningful role in the 
fourth staging of Taste of 
Manila," a ToM official said. 
"Cambodia is reaching out 
to friends and what better 
way than through Taste of 
Manila". 
 
Last year, ToM attracted as 
many as 350,000 people. 
The number, unprecedent-
ed in many ways, was a big 
jump from the previous 
three years. From its begin-
ning in August 2014, ToM 
has been a showcase of 
Philippine culture and Fili-
pino regional cuisines. 
 
PAGCOR is the Philippines' 
largest contributor of reve-
nue to the government af-
ter the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue and the Bureau of 
Customs. The PCSO, on the 
other hand, is mandated to 
do fund raising and provide 
funds for health programs, 
medical assistance and ser-
vices, and charities of na-
tional character. Its collec-
tions go to the President's 
Presidential Social Fund.  
 
During the festival, the City 
of Toronto will a mount a 

mobile exhibit called 
the MomenTO Pop-Up Mu-
seum to serve as a vivid 
reminder of the racial and 
cultural diversity of Toron-
to, Canada's largest city and 
capital of Ontario province.  
 
 This project has been 
made possible in part by 
the Government of Canada 
and the Province of Ontar-
io's Ontario 150 program in 
celebration of Canada's 
150th year. 
  
Guests are expected to 
come from the United 
States, the Philippines and 
all across Canada, strength-
ening ToM's standing as 
the largest street festival in 
North America and outside 
of the Philippines.  
  
The street festival closes 
one of Toronto’s main ar-
teries and is staged on 1.5 
kilometers stretch from 
Bathurst and Wilson inter-
section up to Laurelcrest 
Ave. on Bathurst.  
 
ToM features a sumptuous 
food fest, shopping galore 
for exquisite items, and ex-
citing services offered by 
the business community. 
Midway rides, raffle prizes, 
non-stop entertainment 
and tons of giveaways from 
participating exhibitors 
await the throng of revelers 
all weekend. 
  
Leading the pack of Philip-
pine government officials is 
Philippine Ambassador 
Petronila Garcia, retired 
Ambassador Leslie Gatan 
and Consul General 
Rosalita Prospero of the 
Philippine Consulate Gen-
eral-Toronto.  Pag-Ibig 
Fund, SSS, and Philippine 
Overseas Labor Offices 
(POLO) will be on site to 

process documents and 
provide service to mem-
bers of the community.  
 
The new PCCC Board of 
Directors are Danny Doma 
(Chairman), Lino Eroma
(Vice-Chair), Augusto 
Capitin (Director), Joey 
Abrenilla (Director) and 
Rolando Mangante as 
Founder and Chairman 
Emeritus. 
  
Taste of Manila street festi-
val would not have been 
made possible without the 
collaboration with the City 
of Toronto departments 
and agencies and local Fili-
pino community organiza-
tions.    
 
ToM is grateful for the un-
wavering support it re-
ceives from all levels of 
government, especially 
from Toronto Mayor John 
Tory, Councilor James Pas-
ternak – Ward 10, Ontario 
Premier Kathleen Wynne, 
MPP Monte Kwinter (York-
Centre), MP Marco Mendo-
cino (Eglinton-Lawrence), 
and MP Michael Levitt 
(York Centre). 
 
Taste of Manila 2017 is 
presented by the Philippine 
Cultural Community Centre 
(PCCC) in partnerships 
with its Diamond sponsors 
namely: Telus, Trureal Inc., 
PAGCOR, and PCSO. The 
festival is also sponsored 
by Gold-sponsors:  A & L 
Hammer Workforce Man-
agement, TD Bank, CIBC, 
and Scotiabank. 
  
For more information 
please visit our website at 
tasteofmanilacanada.com 
or email us at  thetas-
teofmanila@gmail.com. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Chhat Chhour, the Honorary Consul of Cambodia in Toronto 
(left), and Rolando Mangante, founder and chairman emeritus 
of Taste of Manila, seal their newfound cooperation with a 
handshake on Saturday, August 12, at the Cambodian consu-
late.  PHOTO BY ROMY MARQUEZ 

Cambodia, PHL 
lend support to 
Taste of Manila 

TASTE OF MANILA 2017:  UNITED IN LOVE AND PEACE 

Philippine Heritage Band, 
KULTURANG PINOY 
(CULTURAL PRESENTA-
TIONS): Ati-atihan by Unit-
ed Aklanon Association (Ati
-atihan), Hataw Dance 
Group, Cultural Philippines 
of Ontario (CPO),  Folk-
lorico, Hanau I Ka Hula Na 
Kane, BANDANG PINOY 
(BANDS): Kingsbridge, One 
of the Nines, Look O Hon, 
GeNex Pro, Raven, South-
east Cartel, Forgeful Jane, 
Sharen Martin, Neostalgia, 
No Budge, EZ Rock, Raize 
the Flag, Uppercase, J Cools, 
James Valdez Band, Breed-
ing Grounds, Sabor Kami, 

Genesys, Soundville, The 
Flave, & Dynamic Five.  
There will be several very 
talented solo and group 
singers and  R&B dancers,  
 
One of the highlights of the 
festival is a singing contest 
with a twist.  In celebration 
of Canada’s 150 birthday, 
Sing Galing Canada 150 will 
be presented.  There will be 
two categories:  Adults and 
Teens.  All contestants will 
be singing songs composed 
or recorded by our Canadi-
an artists—Celine Dion, 
Shania Twain, Justin 
Beiber, Michael Buble to 
name a few.  The elimina-
tion rounds will happen on 
Saturday.  The finalists, 
three from each category, 
will be competing again for 
the grand prize on Sunday. 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

TOM TO BOOST 
FILCAN TALENTS... 

SATURDAY 

AUGUST 19 

9am to 11pm 

& 

SUNDAY 

AUGUST 20 

9am to 6pm 

 

“LITTLE MANILA” 

ON 

BATHURST ST 

(FROM WILSON) 

http://tasteofmanilacanada.com/
mailto:thetasteofmanila@gmail.com
mailto:thetasteofmanila@gmail.com
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known as Paeng Nebres, the 
affable president and chair 
of Bicol Canada Community 
Association (BCCA). 
 
A news account says Nebres 
is the BCCA's "longest-
serving president and 
chairman of the board" who 
last year was "unanimously 
reelected to an unprece-
dented fourth two-year 
term".  
 
That only shows how popu-

lar this man is; popular in 
the sense of being congenial 
and not in being seen in 
practically every photo op-
portunity many communi-
ty leaders in Toronto are 
known for. 
 
It's his presence at the 
BCCA picnic that was most 
welcoming. Indeed, all the 
members appeared to have 
the same knack for 
strangers - as I was prior to 
this - being embraced as 
one of their own. Maybe 
there's an inherent special 
fondness among the Bi-
colanos that just shows it-
self. 
 
I was not campaigning for 

anything, much less for a 
public office, but the way 
the Bicolanos proferred 
handshakes made me feel 
like everyone was a mem-
ber of a huge welcoming 
committee, minus the rah-
rah and the banners. 
 
"Kumain ka muna" (lit. have 
a meal first) sounded like a 
popular song only because 
each one I shook hands 
with repeated the same re-
frain until I ran out of ex-
cuses and finally circled the 
picnic table and took a 
chunk of cassava cake, a 
favourite since childhood. 
 
It's hard to eat when every-
body asked questions about 

news developments in the 
community - and to think 
this was not a press confer-
ence by me - and again it 
showed how comfortable 
they were with me as I was 
with them. 
 
Each one had a smile on 
their faces and I felt, a lin-
gering question they want-
ed me to answer but didn't 
want to ask as it could of-
fend me even though I was 
prepared to give my re-
sponse. That again showed 
respect and sensitivity.  
 
In my limited experience, 
the BCCA picnic was a good 
time to unwind. With Paeng 
Nebres and his little army 

of friendly Bicolanos, one is 
bound to loosen up, what 
with a variety of personal 
anecdotes that sent one in-
to fits of laughter. 
 
More than three hours lat-
er, Paeng Nebres wondered 
why I was still there. He 
noted, correctly, that as far 
as he knew, that was the 
longest time I ever spent 
with a community associa-
tion. 
 
"I feel safe here; I feel I am 
with family". With that, I 
slowly walked away, leav-
ing them to pack their 
things up. It was a day well 
spent, a summer day to re-
member.  ■ 

(Continued from page 1) 

A SENSE OF  
BONHOMIE 

Bicol Canada Community Association's Annual Summer Picnic & Volleyball Tournament : "Kaogmahan sa Earl Bales Park,"  Toronto, Ontario on 
July 30, 2017, led by BCCA President and Action Honda general manager Rafael Nebres. (Photos by Earl Francis O. Dacara, BCCA Vice-President) 

Pinoy Radio Inc. / MCBN Media Group celebrated its official opening and blessings of their new broadcasting studio at Patricia Kemp Community Centre, 7894 
Dufferin St., Vaughan, Ontario on Saturday, August 12, 2017.  The celebration started with Photoshoot, followed by MCBN studio blessings by Rev Fr. Ben 
Ebcas Jr., ribbon cutting led by Vaughan Mayor Bevilacqua and Consul General Prospero, followed by congratulatory messages, Boodle Fight! (Lunch) and en-
tertainment!  (FACEBOOK PHOTO) 
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New Canadians encouraged to START Boating this summer 
Lifesaving Society launches multi-language, online boating safety program  

The Lifesaving Society, Cana-
da’s leading organization re-
sponsible for drowning pre-
vention, has launched an 
online boating safety pro-
gram targeted to new boat-
ers, particularly new Canadi-
ans who may be experienc-
ing recreational boating for 
the first time. START Boating 
is a comprehensive program 
designed to teach basic 
boating and water safety 
skills. The program has been 

launched in English, French, 
Mandarin, and Cantonese; 
followed by Hindi and Taga-
log at the beginning of Au-
gust. 

The program consists of a 
series of online, interactive 
videos, which guide the user 
through the basic skills need-
ed to safely enjoy a day on 
the water. While suitable for 
all boaters, the program was 
developed with Canada’s 
growing immigrant popula-
tion, especially newcomer 
families, in mind.   

A record number of immi-
grants (320,032) arrived in 
Canada between July 2015 
and July 2016,1 and a recent 
study conducted by Statistics 
Canada estimates that nearly 
one in two Canadians could 
be either an immigrant, or 
the child of an immigrant by 
2036.2 

“Many new Canadians come 
from countries where they 
don’t participate in activities 

like swimming and boating 
for recreation, says Barbara 
Byers, Public Education Di-
rector for the Lifesaving Soci-
ety. “When they come to 
Canada, where water-based 
activities are extremely pop-
ular, they want to partici-
pate, but don’t always have 
the knowledge or skills they 
need to be safe. We created 
this program in multiple lan-
guages because we want to 
reach out to make sure they 
are prepared before they set 
out on the water.”  

This is particularly important 
as research conducted by the 
Lifesaving Society has found 
that while the majority plan 
to spend time in and around 
water, new Canadians living 
in Canada for five years or 
less, are four times more 
likely to be unable to swim 
than those born in Canada. 3 
This suggests they are at 
greater risk for drowning. 

Recreational boating is part 
of the Canadian experience 

Boating is a very popular rec-
reational activity in Canada. 
Research indicates that 46% 
of Canadian adults partici-
pate in recreational boating 
activities.4 A study commis-
sioned by the Lifesaving Soci-
ety found that 31% of new 
Canadians planned to partici-
pate in boating activities dur-
ing the summer months.3  

While developing the pro-
gram, the Lifesaving Society 
conducted focus groups of 

new Canadians representing 
communities whose first lan-
guages are Mandarin, Can-
tonese, Hindi, Tagalog and 
French. Feedback from the 
groups confirmed that new 
Canadians want to embrace 
activities like boating, which 
they consider part of the Ca-
nadian experience. 

 

START Boating allows users 
to choose from one of four 
vessel types – canoe, kayak, 
stand-up paddleboard (SUP) 
and small outboard motor 
boat. Many of these vessels 
represent entry-level craft, 
those most likely to be oper-
ated by those new to 
boating. 

The most recent comprehen-
sive study on drowning in 
Canada, the Canadian 
Drowning Report5, found 
that together, canoes and 
powerboats under 5.5 me-
tres, account for 46% of all 
boating-related deaths in 
Canada.  

The introductory video be-
gins with a family planning to 
spend a day on the water, 
and as the family continues 
on their journey, the user 
can click on additional videos 
that demonstrate: 

 what to wear and what 
to pack;  

 how to understand right 
of way, mapping, mark-
ers and areas to avoid;  

 how to call for help in an 
emergency; 

 how to use safety equip-
ment including how to fit 
a personal flotation de-
vice.  

 important skills like pad-
dling, launching their 
boat and righting and re-
entering from the water. 

After viewing the videos, fo-
cus group participants com-
mented that they saw 
boating as an activity they 
would like to participate in 
with their family. They also 
noted that the program 
helped them to understand 
that there was much more to 
boating than just renting or 
purchasing a boat and 
getting onto the water. After 
watching the videos they 
reported feeling safer and 
more prepared. 

The program is available at 
www.startboating.ca and 
will also be linkable through 
a variety of partner websites 
including Canadian Safe 
Boating Council, Pad-
dleSmart, Adventur-
eSmart.ca and Smartboat-
er.ca. 

Reducing the risk of drown-
ing and Search and Rescue 
(SAR) incidents 

In addition to drowning pre-
vention, one of the main 
goals of the program is to 
reduce the number and se-
verity of marine search and 
rescue (SAR) incidents. While 
boating-related drownings 
have remained consistent 
over the past several years, 
SAR incidents continue to 
rise. 

The Lifesaving Society hopes 
that education programs like 
START Boating will help to 
prevent SAR incidents and 
create safe and responsible 
new boaters, who know how 
to call for help if it is needed 
and how to survive while 
they wait for help to arrive.  

Contribution funding for the 
Start Boating program was 

provided by the National 
Search and Rescue Secretari-
at, part of Public Safety of 
Canada  

 

About the Lifesaving Society 

The Lifesaving Society is a full
-service provider of pro-
grams, products and services 
designed to prevent drown-
ing. We save lives and pre-
vent water-related injury 
through our training pro-
grams, Water Smart® public 
education, drowning preven-
tion research, aquatic safety 
management and lifesaving 
sport. Each year, more than 
1,000,000 Canadians partici-
pate in the Society’s swim-
ming, lifesaving, lifeguarding 
and leadership programs. For 
more information, please 
visit 
www.lifesavingsociety.com  

About the Canadian Safe 
Boating Council (CSBC) 

 
CSBC is in the business of 
promoting safe and responsi-
ble boating throughout Cana-
da. It is an alliance of mem-
bers committed to pre-
venting boating injuries and 
drownings and works to 
achieve its mission by 
providing common core edu-
cation messages and re-
source materials that mem-
bers can use in their educa-
tion efforts with boaters. For 
more information please visit 
www.csbc.ca 

...when you live in 

Canada, you would like 
to do things that you 
didn't do back home 
and you want to do 
what other Canadians 

are doing too.” 

- Tagalog Focus Group participant 

 

 

...when you live in 

Canada, you would like 
to do things that you 
didn't do back home 
and you want to do 
what other Canadians 

are doing too.” 

- Tagalog Focus Group participant 

 

 

“This video has greatly 
increased my interest 
in kayaking and made 
me more confident in 

participating 

- Mandarin Focus Group participant 

 

 

At the press conference for the star-studded Toronto ASAP show.  PHOTO BY WAVES 

http://www.startboating.ca
http://www.lifesavingsociety.com
http://www.csbc.ca
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INVITATION TO ALL DEVOTEES OF  
THE VIRGIN OF PENAFRANCIA 

Fluvial Parade 
By : Paeng Nebres (  BCCA and Devotees of Virgin of Penafrancia )  

On September 16, 2017 (3rd Saturday ) is the Feast Day of our Lady of Penafrancia, the Patroness of the Bicol Region in the Philippines. 

The Devotees of the Virgin of Penafrancia  from the Bicol Canada Community Association ( BCCA ) together with the Organizers  of the 9 Day House to House Novena are 
hosting the celebration, beginning with the traditional Fluvial Parade at the  Bluffers Park Lake at Brimley Rd. in Scarborough, Ontario ( by the Lake )  and  an evening Mass 
Celebration at the Our Lady of Assumption Church at 2565 Bathurst  St. , Toronto.  

DETAILS OF THE FEAST DAY CELEBRATION:  SEPTEMBER 16, 2017  (3rd SATURDAY ) 

MORNING CELEBRATION  
AT THE BLUFFERS PARK & MARINA at Brimley Rd. South (by the Lake) 

 
8:30 AM  Assembly for the procession of the Virgin to the Dock at the Bluff
  ers Park Marina, where the Fluvial Parade will start. (Eastside of 
  the Bluffers Park Marina) 
9:30 AM  PROCESSION TO THE DOCK  STARTS 
10:00 -11:30 am  FLUVIAL PARADE ON THE LAKE 
 
Devotions will be celebrated at the park after the Fluvial Parade. 
Pot Luck lunch ( picnic ) at the Park will follow after the Devotions. 
 

REMINDER FOR THOSE THAT WISHES TO SAIL  
WITH THE FLUVIAL PARADE ON THE LAKE 

 
PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN LIFE JACKETS. ( You can purchase them at the Canadian 
Tire or sports store. You can re-use next year and every year ).  Each province will 
be allocated with one sail boat that can accommodate 4 to 5 Devotees. ( first come 
first serve,  to those with  Life Jackets ). 

EVENING CELEBRATION  
AT THE LADY OF ASSUMPTION CHURCH at  2565 Bathurst St. Toronto 

 
6:45 PM  Procession of the Virgin of Penafrancia  around the church yard.    

7:00 PM  Con-Celebrated Holy Mass with Bicolano Priest.  

After the Holy Mass a Fiesta/Celebration will follow at the Church Hall.  

Kumustahan 

Karakanan 

Baraylihan asin Kaogmahan sa Kapistahan  

para “Viva La Virgen” 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

    Felix and Mayette Reyes  Tel # 905 896-4958  9 days House to House novena  and evening celebration  

    Annie and Julio Buiza Tel # 416 699-0708  Evening Celebration  

    Toti and Naty Gutierrez      Tel # 416 751-9437    ( Fluvial Parade )   

    Gidget dela Torre                 Te l# 647 531-1582     ( Fluvial Parade )     

    Paeng Nebres                        Tel # 416 618-1362     ( Fluvial Parade  & Novena ) 
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“PHILIPPINE TAPESTRY” tours 4 key 
cities in Canada this August 
It takes a Philippine ambas-
sador of fashion, Renee 
Salud, to come up with 
“Philippine Tapestry” – an 
initiative to highlight all the 
major weaves of the island, 
in an effort to promote in-
digenous materials and the 
age-old artistry of Filipino 
weaving. This, while high-
lighting the exceptional 
beauty of the Philippines 
and its unique culture.  

Hailed as an icon in the 
Philippine fashion scene, 
Salud creates ethnic clothes 
with international appeal, 
or as he calls it, “neo-
ethnic” fashions. He advo-
cates for the use of indige-
nous materials in all his 
fashion shows—and project 
a distinct “Philippine look.” 

Salud has a strong sense of 
pride for fabrics that are 
specific to the indigenous 
Filipino tradition, and pro-
duces intricate creations 
representing a fashion 
statement on the exotic and 
regional influences of indig-
enous group 

His intricate combinations 
of beadwork and use of na-
tive textiles have been ex-
hibited at design exposi-
tions all over the world, and 
in most major cities around 

the world. 

“Throughout my career, I’ve 
been championing the de-
velopment and promotion 
of the Filipino fashion in-
dustry for the purpose of 
reaching the global market, 
with a strong sense of pride 
for fabrics that are specific 
to the indigenous Filipino 
traditions dating back to 
the Spanish times,” says the 
fashion ambassador to the 
world. 

Though this tour, he lends 
his vital voice in the preser-
vation of the weaves of Cor-
dillera (Igorot fabric), Bicol 
(abaca), Visayas (pin a) and 
Mindanao (t’nalak, inaul, 
yakan, Mindanao silk, and 
pis syabit).  

This August, Salud and his 
“Philippine Tapestry” col-
lection will give Canadians 
a peek into a beautiful as-
pect of the Philippines: its 
culture, beautiful destina-
tions, music, dance and, of 
course, its fashion. This neo
-ethnic collection will cer-
tainly enhance one’s appre-
ciation of the totality of the 
Philippines’ cultural herit-
age. Catch the “Philippine 
Tapestry” on tour in the 
following key Canadian cit-
ies: 

Vancouver: August 20 

Toronto: August 24 & 26  

Montreal: August 29 

Calgary: September 2 

Keep tuned in to our Face-
book page for more up-
dates. Philippine Tapestry 

is brought to you in part-
nership by the Department 
of Tourism, the Tourism 
Promotions Board 
(Philippines) with the Phil-
ippine Independence Day 
Council (PIDC). 

Special thanks to: Federa-

tion of Filipino Canadians 
Associations of Que bec, 
United Filipino Canadian 
Association in British Co-
lumbia, and the Philippine 
Festival Council of Alberta. 

The roadshow is spear-
headed by Agnes Miranda – 
pioneer and co-founder of 
WFG /World Financial 
Group and 2017 RBC Top 
25 Canadian Immigrant 
awardee. Miranda is bring-
ing together the four major 
cities (Vancouver, Toronto, 
Montreal and Calgary) to 
present “Philippine Tapes-
try”.  

It has always been Miran-
da’s dream to mount an 
event that showcases Phil-
ippine culture through fash-
ion, dance and music that is 
widely promoted all over 
Canada.  

Renee Salud (center) 

Agnes P. Miranda:  Among the Top 25 Inspiring  
winners of 2017 RBC Canadian Immigrant Awards 

Filipina pioneer 

As a little girl in the Philip-
pines, Agnes P. Miranda 
dreamed of coming to Cana-
da one day. “My interest to 
come to Canada began 
when I was merely 10 years 
old, when studying at the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Academy run by French-
Canadian nuns,” recalls Mi-
randa, an executive vice-
chairman of World Finan-
cial Group (WFG). “I still 
remember how they 
showed movies showing 
children ice skating, tobog-
ganing and skiing! I ex-
claimed to the nuns, ‘When 
I grow up, I am going to see 
your country, Canada!’” 

After graduating from uni-
versity in banking and fi-
nance, Miranda took the 
plunge and applied for im-
migration. She landed in 
Canada as a 20-year-old 
single woman in 1966. And 

she got a job the very next 
day. “When I was asked if I 
had Canadian experience, I 
simply answered, ‘I would if 
you hire me today.’ And 
that they did. Imagine the 
day after I arrived, I had a 
job as a junior accounting 
clerk!” 

She’s come a long way in 
the financial industry since 
then; 2017 marks the 20th 
anniversary of her co-
founding WFG in Canada. 

“The most important quali-
ties that helped me as an 
immigrant were courage, 
ambition and persever-
ance,” says Miranda, who 
gives lots of her time to 
mentor other Filipino Cana-
dian women in business. 

In 2009, she was a recipient 
of the WFG Pioneer Award 
for her substantial contri-
bution to the growth of 
WFG Canada, and, in 2012, 
she was awarded Outstand-

ing Filipino Canadian in the 
field of business by the Phil-
ippine Independence Day 
Council. 

With her keen business ac-
umen, Miranda is also a 
promoter of community 
events, particularly related 
to culture and beauty. She 
has produced fashion 
shows, pageants and other 
cultural events in Toronto. 
Recently, Miranda received 
a Lifetime Award of Excel-
lence for her contribution 
to Canadian Asian Fashion 
Week – Toronto. 

“My commitment to give 
back to the community has 
grown more over the 
years,” says Miranda. “I am 
focusing on helping youth 
succeed in ventures such as 
sports and arts.” 

CONGRATULATIONS 

FROM 

WAVES NEWS 

http://canadianimmigrant.ca/canadas-top-25-immigrants/canadas-top-25-immigrants-2017/agnes-p-miranda
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PIDC slates MABUHAY PHILIPPINES FESTIVAL  
& PARADE and PHILIPPINE TAPESTRY Fashion Show  

Big, Bold and  Beautiful !  Inspiring and aspiring words 
aptly describing the upcoming Filipino Canadian com-
munity's premier cultural events in the Greater Toron-
to Area, Ontario, Canada. True to its mission and man-
date, the Philippine Independence Day Council - PIDC , a 
non profit ,volunteer - run umbrella organization in 
the province  is holding  2 popular summer activities.  
 
On August 24, 2017,Thursday  at 7:00 pm. the PIDC 
Philippine Tapestry Grand Fashion Show will  be held  
at the  Arcadian Court, 401 Bay Street, 8th Floor, To-
ronto.  Then, on August 26 & 27, 2017 (Saturday & 
Sunday) it will conduct  its much-awaited cultural 
event,  the  PIDC Mabuhay  Philippines Festival and  
Parade  at the Nathan Phillips Square, City Hall, 100 
Queen Street West, Toronto,Ontario.  
 
Both events are in celebration of the Philippines 119th 
Independence Day and in commemoration of Canada's 
150th confederation day, as well.  With the theme 
"Kasaysayan" , PIDC promises something that the pub-
lic, participants, supporters and sponsors will expect a 
remarkable presentation of what is best in Filipino 
Canadian culture , values, faith and  talents ,  interwo-
ven in traditional and modern interpretations. 
 

PIDC Philippine  
Tapestry  Fashion Gala 

 
Philippine Tapestry , a major signature part of the 2017 
PIDC Mabuhay Philippines Festival & Parade, is a  
unique cultural and heritage production. It will revolve 
within the neo-ethnic fashion of world- renowned de-
signer Renee Salud and Filipino weavers. The show 
will highlight all the major weaves of the Philippines to 
promote indigenous materials and the age-old artistry 
of Filipino weaving and at the same time, presents the 
exceptional beauty and unique culture of the Philip-
pines.  It is being presented  by PIDC in cooperation  
with the Philippines Tourism Promotion Board and the 
Philippines Department of Tourism . The major event 
supporters and sponsors are Celebrate Ontario 150, TD 
Canada Trust, Philippine Department of Tourism, Phil-
ippine Airlines, TFC , Telus, World Financial Group, 
Epoch Times, Ayala Land, National Bank, Ontario Lib-
eral Caucus, Imperial Travel &Tours , Scotiabank,and 
PNB . 
 
Eight  top fashion models and beauty queens from the 

(Continued on page 16) 
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See you at the Taste of ManilaSee you at the Taste of ManilaSee you at the Taste of Manila   

Saturday, August 19 and Sunday, August 20Saturday, August 19 and Sunday, August 20Saturday, August 19 and Sunday, August 20   
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Together with FAMILY... 

ties the knot 

July 28, 2017 

...and FRIENDS 

Thank you for making our wedding Thank you for making our wedding Thank you for making our wedding    

celebration a memorable one…celebration a memorable one…celebration a memorable one…   

Edward and OdetteEdward and OdetteEdward and Odette   

PHOTOS BY 
ARIEL RAMOS 
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Come to Little Manila (Bathurst & Wilson)  AUGUST 19 & 20 
Experience the biggest Filipino Street Festival outside of the Philippines! 

How BIG is the Taste 
of Manila Festival? 

INCREASE IN YEARLY ATTENDANCE 

2014:  60,000+  

2015:  200,000+  

2016:  350,000+  
 

On August 19, a 1.5 kilometer stretch of Bathurst 
Street for the 4th edition of Taste of Manila festival.  
Expectations are high as organizers await the confir-
mation of VIP  guests attending this year’s festivities.   

 

Last year, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s surprised 
visit  trended on social media  and attracted main-
stream media coverage..    

Philippines who expected 
to walk the runways at the 
show. 3 Philippine-based 
cultural  troupes, such as 
Sindaw Performing Arts 
Guild, SinagTala Dance 
Company & Grupo Triballe 
will be featured too. WFG 
co-founder & vice chairman 
Agnes P. Miranda is the ex-
ecutive producer of the 
fashion show. 

 
To grace the two major 
events are official repre-
sentatives of the Philippine 
Government , namely the 
Philippine Secretary of 
Tourism Wanda Tulfo Teo , 
the Philippine Chief Oper-
ating Officer of Tourism 
Promotion Board, Philip-
pine ambassador of fashion 
Renee Salud,  Philippine 
Ambassador to Canada 
Petronila Garcia and PIDC 
President Norma Carpio.  
 
VIP Tickets are $120 and 
includes the show and 
meal. Fashion show SRO-

only tickets are available 
for $40. For tickets  & fur-
ther information , please 
contact : Karen Pascual- 
Binaday   or Tom Tan  at : 
tomstan118@gmail.com. 
 
PIDC Mabuhay Philippines 
Festival, Parade and Fash-
ion Show 
The 2- day annual festival  
is free and open to the pub-
lic and will feature all-day 
entertainment beginning at 
12:00 noon. Performers for 
Saturday include: the JDL 
School of Performing Arts, 
the Markham Federation of 
Filipino Canadians, Kindred 

Culture, The Muso Project, 
The Fiesta Filipina Dance 
Troupe and more.  Saturday 
night will also have a fash-
ion show with designs by 
fashionista extraordinaires 
Renee Salud and Shannon 
Pamaong.  
 
On Sunday, August 27th, 
the annual community pa-
rade will walk through the 
streets of downtown To-
ronto with the participa-
tion of various community 
organizations and civic as-
sociations .  It will also 
showcase participants 
wearing various native and 

ceremonial attires high-
lighting the geographic & 
cultural regions of the Phil-
ippines. Filipino film & TV 
actress Arci Munoz is ex-
pected to participate after 
the parade. On-stage per-
formances include: The 
Dreamboats, After Hours, EZ 
Rock, Combat Science, Cul-
ture Philippines of Ontario 
and more.  For information 
on booths, sponsorship or 
to register your business 
and organizations' partici-
pation, email": festi-
val@pidctoronto.com .( To-
ny San Juan). ■ 

(Continued from page 10) 

PIDC SLATES 
MABUHAY FEST... 

PIDC SLATES 
MABUHAY FEST... 

Host Lovely Dana (right) guested TOM founder Rolly Mangante and 

Teresa Torralba at her show on Tag TV.  PHOTO WAVES. 

Courtesy call at the Philippine Consulate office in Toronto.with Consul General Rosalita Prospero and 

Consul Edna Mae Lazaro.  PHOTO WAVES 

The food vendors for Taste of Manila, along with some of PCCC board members, at a meeting with a Toronto health inspector,  PHOTO WAVES 

mailto:tomstan118@gmail.com
mailto:+festival@pidctoronto.com
mailto:+festival@pidctoronto.com


AUGUST 2017  Page  17 

 

Filipinos Making  WAV ES 
 National Shrine of our Mother of Perpetual Help 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

131 McCaul St, Toronto 

 

(416) 598-3269 

 

WEEKLY WEDNESDAY MASS & DEVOTIONS: 
7:30 am * 9:30am * 12 noon, * 2:30pm * 5:05pm * 7:00pm 

Even the WAVES obey Him... Religious Inspirations 

Pope Francis:  
In Christ, Mary 
brings new joy 
and meaning to 
mankind 

By Elise Harris 

Vatican City, Aug 15, 2017 / 
04:26 am (CNA/EWTN News).- 

On the Feast of the Assump-
tion, Pope Francis said that 
in bringing Christ to the 
world, Mary also provides 
the joy and grace of her Son, 
which not only sustain us in 
difficulty, but are primarily 
intended for the weak and 
humble. 

“Carrying Jesus, the Madon-
na also brings us a new joy, 
full of meaning; she brings 
us a new ability to pass with 
faith through the most painful 
and difficult moments; she 
brings us the capacity for 
mercy, forgiveness, under-
standing and supporting one 
another,” the Pope said Aug. 
15. 

Mary, he said, “is the model 
of faith and virtue,” and in 
contemplating her Assump-
tion into Heaven, we give her 
thanks “because she always 
precedes us on the pilgrim-
age of life and of faith.” 

We are also able to ask that 
she “guard us and sustain 
us, that we may have a 
strong faith, joyful and merci-
ful; that she help us to be 
holy, to meet her, one day, in 
paradise,” he said. 

Pope Francis spoke to pil-
grims present for a special 
Angelus address given for 
the Solemnity of the As-
sumption of Mary into Heav-
en, which is celebrated an-
nually Aug. 15. 

The dogma of the Assump-
tion of Mary – also called the 
“Dormition of Mary” in the 
Eastern Churches – teaches 
that when Mary's earthly life 
ended, God assumed her 
body and soul into heaven. 

The Assumption of Mary was 
a widely-held tradition even 
in the early centuries of the 

Church, and was a frequent 
meditation in the writings of 
saints throughout the centu-
ries. However, it wasn't until 
1950 that it was dogmatically 
defined by Pope Pius XII in 
the Apostolic Constitution 
Munificentissimus Deus. 

In his Angelus speech hon-
oring the feast, Pope Francis 
turned to the day's Gospel 
reading from Luke, in which 
Mary visits her cousin Eliza-
beth, who is miraculously 
pregnant with John the Bap-
tist, despite her advanced 
age. 

He noted how when Mary 
arrived to her cousin, having 
gone “in haste,” Elizabeth 
immediately proclaims, 
“Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb.” 

In this moment, the greatest 
gift that Mary brought not 
just to Elizabeth, but to the 
whole world, “is Jesus, who 
already lives in her,” Francis 
said. 

“And he lives not only by 
faith and waiting, as in many 
other women in the Old Tes-
tament: from the Virgin Mary 
Jesus took on human flesh, 
for his mission of salvation.” 

The Pope then noted how 
preceding the encounter, 
Elisabeth and her husband 
Zechariah were filled with 
sadness by the fact that they 
couldn't have children. How-
ever, in place of this, “now 
there is the joy of a child on 
the way: a child who will be-
come the great John the 
Baptist, precursor of the 
Messiah.” 

And when Mary arrives, this 
joy “overflows and bursts 
from their hearts,” he said, 
“because the invisible but 
real presence of Jesus fills 

(Continued on page 18) 

Pope Francis with a statue of Mary and baby Jesus in St. 
Peter's Square during the general audience on Sept 9, 2015. 
Credit: L'Osservatore Romano. 

http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
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Host:  KUYA NESTOR 

(Waves of our Lives) 

Sundays  8:30 pm - 9:00pm 

 

Catch the WAVES   
every Sunday at 

www.pinoyradio.com 

 

Every Friday at 
8pm on FTV 
Channel 869 

Watch TV host  

Joel Recla  
with his guests 

   To advertise, please email at filipinonewswaves@gmail.com 

ROYALTY 

ALTERATIONS 

791 Lawrence Ave West 

(corner Lawrence and Dufferin) 

SPECIAL 

$5.99  

 

PANTS 
HEMMING 

 

 15 YEARS IN THE 

BUSINESS 

 

 CLOSE TO THE 

LAWRENCE WEST 

SUBWAY 

416 783-9898 

all meaning: life, family, the salvation 
of the people...everything!” 

Mary herself expresses this joy when 
she speaks the “stupendous prayer” 
of the Magnificat, which is “a song of 
joy to God who works great things 
through humble people, unknown to 
the world, like Mary herself, like her 
spouse Joseph, and also like the vil-
lage in which they lived, Nazareth.” 

In off-the-cuff remarks, the Pope 
pointed to “the great things the Lord 
does in the world with the humble, 
because humility is like a void that 
leaves room for God.” 

The humble person “is strong be-
cause they are humble, not because 
they are powerful,” he said, and 
urged those present to ask them-
selves “how is my humility?” and to 
reflect on the answer. 

Going on, Francis said the Magnificat 
prayer is an expression of God's 
mercy and fidelity, as well as his plan 
for salvation, which he carries out 
with “the little ones and the poor, with 
those who have faith in him” and 
trust in his Word, as Mary did. 

Jesus' arrival to Elizabeth and Zech-
ariah through Mary brings not only a 
climate of joy and communion, but 
also “a climate of faith which leads to 

hope, prayer and praise,” the Pope 
said, noting that the same thing can 
happen for each person today. 

Francis closed his address asking 
Mary to bring to each person and 
their families and communities “that 
immense gift, that unique grace 
which we must always ask for before 
and above all other graces that are 
also in our heart: the grace that is 
Jesus Christ!” 

After leading pilgrims in the Angelus, 
the Pope offered a special prayer for 
all those who are suffering due to 
various global situations. 

He entrusted to Mary and her inter-
cession “the anxieties and pains of 
the peoples who in many parts of the 
world suffer due to natural disasters, 
social tensions or conflicts,” asking 
that she obtain for them “consolation 
and a future of peace and harmony!” 

In addition to the various conflicts 
raging throughout the world, the 
Pope's words come after one woman 
lost her life and several others were 
injured when a car rammed into a 
group of protesters at a white su-
premacist rally in Charlottesville, Va. 
earlier this week, adding fuel to what 
were already-escalated racial ten-
sions in the United States. 

The Pope's appeal also comes as 
many South Asian and African coun-
tries such as India, Bangladesh and 
Sierra Leone face heavy flooding and 
mudslides, which so far have led to 
hundreds, if not thousands, of 
deaths. 

(Continued from page 17) 

Pope Francis:  Mary 
brings new joy and... 
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Toronto City Councillor James Pasternak 

WAVES FROM WARD 10 
 

Advisory 
 

Road Closures due to the 
Taste of Manila Festival 
on August 19 and 20, 2017 

The fourth annual Taste of Manila festival at Bathurst and Wilson 
is running on Saturday, August 19th from 9am to 11pm and Sun-
day, August 20th from 9am to 6pm. Please note that road closures 
on Bathurst  between Wilson and Laurelcrest will be in effect.  

For more details, please visit  

www.jamespasternak.ca/tasteofmanila/ 
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The achievements and contributions of the global 
 Filipinos are more than enough reasons to celebrate… 

 

 

www.filipinosmakingwaves.com 

 

Mon Torralba 

MUSIC STAND 

The stage is set 

Taste of Manila Founder and Chairman Emeritus, Rolly Mangante  
signs the contract for the grand stage for the festival.   Noel Lising 
(right) representing Quest  Audio Visual looks on as yours truly sat 
as witness.  PHOTO WAVES. 

Musical director Mon Torralba (left) of the "Manila Sound" Hotdog makes sure the No Direction quar-
tet (foreground) of Gabby Galuego, Cezar Pajaro, Gary Mendoza and Cezar Pareja sings in sync with 
the Revolution Band members (background, from left) keyboardist Edgar Alvarado, lead guitarist Ed 
Suva, drummer Gil Baquiane, bassist  Hermie Manalang and percussionist Arlene Lumbo during re-
hearsals for the Knights of Columbus San Lorenzo Ruiz Council 8809 Variety Show at the Canada Chris-
tian College on August 12.   ALL PHOTOS BY BUTCH GALICIA 

Lead singers April Joyce Bulancao (center) and Emilio Zarris (4th 
from left) huddle with fellow performers to talk about ideas for an 
above par show, during rehearsals for the Knights of Columbus San 
Lorenzo Ruiz Council 8809 fund-raiser Variety Show at the Canada 
Christian College on August 12.  

Knights of Columbus San Lorenzo Ruiz Council 8809 Grand Knight Romy Olit (2nd from left) and Past 
Grand Knight Bob Rosales (center) thank main entertainers (from left) Edmund Arevalo, Camille Men-
doza, April Joyce Bulancao, Emilio Zarris, musical director Mon Torralba, all other performers and 
guests, all those who helped in all aspects from the planning to the execution phases, and brother 
Knights for the success of the council's variety show at the Canada Christian College on August 12.  

Filipino Canadian talents 
shine at KOC’s “It Seems 
Like Yesterday” concert 

 
By Mon Torralba 

The August 12 concert  pleasantly surprised the audience in this 
offering by the Knights of Columbus Council #8809.  

With the theme of retro music, the performers took the audience  
to music of yesteryears, songs that rekindle the fun of listening 
and dancing to the music from the 60’s to the millennial year.  

With the engaging  selection of songs, the enthusiastic audience 
cannot hold on to their seats rushing and converting  the front of 
the stage to a dance floor.   

The scene took me back to my first school tour concert with the 
Hotdog Band at Stella Maris in Quezon City.  We started the con-
cert so formal with the nuns watching the young high school 
students glued to their seats.  Towards the middle of the con-
cert, a big bunch of girls rushed to the front of the stage dancing 
and singing along to the tune of Kool and the Gang’s “That’s’the 
way I like it”.  

A big chunk of the audience in KOC’s concert were seniors.  But 
we can’t tell by the way they danced.  O, what a night! 

 

The stage 
is also set 
for a baby 

 Filipino-Cambodian   
Connection 

As the Taste of Manila event is 
about to be staged with Cambo-
dia as the festival’s first guest 
country, my daughter Chantal is 
expecting a child with her Cam-
bodian husband, Michael Chea.  
Their first.  What a timely coinci-
dence! 

One thing is for sure.  Papa, that’s 
how I want to be called, can’t 
wait for his new grandchild! 
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WAWAWAV V V ES ES ES    FEEL GOOD FEEL GOOD FEEL GOOD Filipino Community Filipino Community Filipino Community NEWSNEWSNEWS   in Toronto in Toronto in Toronto    
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SAVE 
SAVE 
SAVE    

THE DATES

THE DATES

THE DATES   

Feel & Look Good!Feel & Look Good!Feel & Look Good!   

ADVERTISE
ADVERTISE
ADVERTISE   

WITHWITHWITH   

WAWAWAV V V ESESES   

Damian Mendoza Damian Mendoza Damian Mendoza  

 

 

FOR SPONSORSHIPS AND BOOTHS 

647 718-1360 
thetasteofmanila@gmail.com 

The health of your vehicle matters to us 

Call 

Ryan Crisostomo, RSE 

416 633-0012 
416 727-6789 

 

WE FIX AND MAINTAIN 

European • American • Asian 

VEHICLES 

111 Bridgeland Ave., TORONTO  (S/W of Dufferin and 401) 

WWW.PRECISECARDOCTOR.COM 

PCD 001 

PCD  002 
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