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All Canadians Can Now  
Apply for a Senate Seat 
The government of Canada 
has essentially democra-
tized appointments to the 
Senate by throwing open 
its doors to all Canadians 
wishing to be named to the 
Red Chamber. 
 
As recently announced by 
Karina Gould, Minister of 
Democratic Institutions, the 
new process will make it 
easier for Canadians to ap-
ply for a seat. There are 
currently 12 vacancies in 
the Senate. 
 
Previously, nominations 
are made by the political 
party that controls the gov-
ernment. Since the estab-
lishment of the new Senate 

appointments process in 
2016, 32 independent sena-
tors have been appointed. 
 
Current and upcoming Sen-

ate vacancies are in the fol-
lowing provinces and terri-
tories: Alberta, British Co-
lumbia, Newfoundland and 

(Continued on page 4) 

Two Filipinos are hoping to 
be nominated to represent 
their political parties in the 
forthcoming provincial 
election.   

Ramon Estaris is campaign-
ing to become the next Lib-
eral MPP Candidate for 
York Centre, a riding held 
by the Liberals since MPP 
Monte Kwinter first won 
the seat in 1985.  Last year, 
Kwinter announced that he 
is not seeking re-election in 
the upcoming 2018 provin-
cial election. 

Antonio “Tony” Villarin is 
running for nomination in 
Scarborough Centre to be 
the official MPP candidate 
of the Ontario PC party. 

A big chunk of the total Fili-

pino population in Canada 
reside in Ontario.  Having a 
Filipino in the Ontario Leg-
islative Assembly will be a 
first in the province.  Both 
hopeful Filipino candidates 
are working hard in their 
quest to make history and 
serve the people of Ontario. 

There are approximately 
16,000 Filipinos living or 

owning a business in the 
political riding.  

Their local riding associa-
tions are expected to de-
cide shortly when the 
nomination will take 
place. 

The Ontario provincial 
election is set for June 
7.∎ 

Two Filipino Candidates join the pre-election fever 

Estaris, Villarin Seek Nomination 
to Run as MPPs in June 7 election  

Next of kin from Burlington  
receives US Congressional  
Medal in honor of WW II 
vet, Cpl Bernandino Pabayo  

An undated photo, taken in the midst of WW II, of Cpl Bernandino 
Pabayo of the Philippine Scouts, a military organization of the  
United States Army from 1901 until the end of World War II. 

See Story 
on Page 4 

Canada Senate Chamber.  PHOTO CREDIT:  Saffron Blaze 

Ramon Estaris, York Centre             Antonio Villarin, Scarboro Centre 
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Wynne:  Together, We Care 
By Teresa Torralba 
 
Health Care. Child Care. 
Senior’s Care. These were 
some of the inscriptions on 
red placards being waved 

at a Liberal party rally held 
recently at the Embassy 
Grand Convention in 
Brampton.  At the center of 
the hall is a backdrop that 
read, “Together, We Care”, a 

slogan that seems to be the 
central theme in the run-up 
to the Liberal party’s offi-
cial start of the provincial 
election campaign season. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Liberal MPP Mike Colle 
reintroduces Filipino 
Heritage Month Bill 

(TORONTO) –Liberal MPP 
Mike Colle (Eglinton—
Lawrence) reintroduced 
Bill 10 in the Ontario Legis-
lature to proclaim June as 
Filipino Heritage Month in 
Ontario, on Tuesday, March 
20, 2018, following the pro-
rogation of the Legislature 
last week and the start of a 
new parliamentary sitting.  
The reintroduction of this 
bill reaffirms the Liberal 
Caucus’s support and the 
acknowledgement of the 
Filipino community’s con-
tributions to Ontario.  

This bill was initially intro-
duced in December of last 
year, after MPP Colle, along 
with his colleague MPP Han 
Dong (Trinity-Spadina) 

sought input from members 
of the Filipino-Canadian 
community during a meet-
ing at Queen’s Park and 
through other active con-
versations and engage-
ments that he’s continued 
to hold with members of 
the community. 

Previously, MPP Colle had 
reached out to Opposition 
parties in an effort to joint-
ly sponsor a Filipino Herit-
age Month bill that all three 
parties in the Legislature 
would see to completion.  
However, Opposition par-
ties, namely the PC Caucus 
refused to collaborate with 
MPP Colle, in spite of long-

(Continued on page 7) 
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York Catholic School Board Trustee and three-
term incumbent is known for responding quick-
ly to student issues.  Marlene’s volunteerism in-
cludes leading Markham’s race relations com-
mittee, Markham’s Children Festival and the Old 
Kennedy Housing Project.  She has been award-
ed the YMCA Canada Peace Medal and the 
Queen’s Golden Jubilee Medal. 

Persistent, diplomatic, decisive and humble,  
Carol is unrelenting in her devotion to promote 
seniors’ health care and quality of life.  She is 
currently the President of Scarborough Ontario 
Seniors Association (SOSA) and is the longest-
serving President of the 100-member Philippine 
Heritage Band. 

Cory Laraya-Coutts, chair of the Pinoy in Canada 
Patriotic Movement (PCPM) which is formerly 
the Duterte-Cayetano Movement for Real 
Change and Progress for Filipinos.   In October 
2017, Cory privately organized the visit of Agri-
culture Secretary Emmanuel F. Pin ol with her-
self and husband, businessman Rod Coutts, as 
hosts.  Cory continues to play a quiet, but signifi-
cant, role in pursuing peace and harmony in the 
GTA Filipino community. 

Founder and former President of PIDC 
(Philippine Independence Day Council), the or-
ganization responsible for placing the Philip-
pines on CNE history as the “Most Attended  
Feature Country”  thru its Mabuhay Festival in 
1998. The Mabuhay Festival continues to shine 
with Norma’s secrets for success:    Transparen-
cy. Respect and Honesty. 

ABS-CBN Canada Marketing Head Rosary Escan o 
has been selected as one of the 100 Most Influ-
ential Filipina Woman in the World (Global 
FWN100™) by the Filipina Women’s Network 
(FWN).  Rosary is the community’s “go to”  
person during fundraisers and Filipino events 
such as Taste of Manila.  She is admired all over 
Canada for her cooperation in bringing much 
happiness and excitement to the community by 
way of providing quality entertainment from 
ABS-CBN.   

Ariana is a University of Waterloo student who 
beat 300 other submissions in a design contest 
to create a logo for Canada's 150th anniversary.  
Her winning the $5,000 prize created much con-
troversy; however, Ariana admitted that she  
didn’t feel exploited at all.  

The widow of the famed journalist, Ruben 
Cusipag, and editor/publisher of the largest Fili-
pino newspaper in Canada, one can say that Tess 
is the epitome of the indomitable woman.  De-
spite her past ordeal, Balita owner Tess Cusipag 
is making us think of the role of newspapers in 
our community. She was physically and finan-
cially exhausted due to a lawsuit, and her ego 
bruised. But her standing remains solid. To her 
rightfully belongs the moral high ground.  Today, 
she continues to advocate for justice with an 
open-door welcome to publish those unheard 
voices in the Filipino-Canadian community. 

 Much can be said about this up-and coming 
community personality who is also one of  
Hamilton’s best in the field of Real Estate.  Rose 
is not only a master of her craft but also a fa-
vourite amongst the folks in Hamilton for her 
legendary generosity towards her clients.  She is 
also a successful concert producer and entrepre-
neur – a proud franchise owner of FV Foods 
Bathurst since late 2017.  Toronto is  delighted 
to welcome Rose in its Filipino-Canadian  
community. 

Toronto’s Finest Filipino Women 
By Teresa Torralba 

In celebration of this year’s International Women’s Day (March 8), WAVES News is proud to present the Filipino women in our community 
who continue to make waves in their social, economic, cultural and political achievements.  These women are selfless in their community  
advocacy and work with both strength and kindness.   
 

Throughout history, women have changed the world with their strength, resistance, passion, and determination to create a better future.   
This is the perfect opportunity to honour the contributions of these well-known women in the Filipino community and discover new ones to 
look up to.  

 

Marlene 

Mogado 

 

Cory 

Coutts Ariana 

Cuvin 

 

Norma 

Carpio 

 

 

 
 

If  you want something said, ask a 

man; if you want something done,  

ask a woman. 

Margaret Thatcher 

 

There are two powers in the 

world; one is the sword  

and the other is the pen.   

There is a great  

competition and rivalry  

between the two.   

There is a third power  

stronger than both,  

that of the women. 

Muhammad Ali Jinnah 

 

A woman is like a tea bag -  

you can’t tell how strong she is  

until  you put her on hot water. 

Eleanor Roosevelt 
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Catriona Gray is the new  
Bb. Pilipinas Universe 

After weeks of rigorous 
screening, holistic trainings 
and activities, six worthy, 
modern and empowered 
women have been pro-
claimed as Binibining Pili-
pinas 2018 queens in the 
grand coronation held at 
the Smart Araneta Colise-
um on March 18. 

Crowd favorite Catriona 
Gray, a 24-year-old profes-
sional model and musician 
from Albay was named 
Miss Universe Philippines. 
She wowed the judges with 
her message to the women 
of war-torn Marawi. The 
statuesque Rachel Peters, 
who finished in the top 10 
of the Miss Universe 2017 
pageant, crowned Gray. 

Gray dominated the special 
awards as she was award-
ed Best in Long Gown, Best 
in Swimwear, Pitoy Moreno 

Best in National Costume, 
Jag Denim Queen and Miss 
Ever Bilena. 

Pia Wurtzbach, the Philip-
pines’ 3rd Miss Universe 
who won in 2015, hosted 
the ceremony with actor 
Richard Gutierrez. 

The pageant paid homage 
to Filipino artistry, particu-
larly designer Pitoy More-
no, a former member of the 
Binibinig Pilipinas Chari-
ties Inc. executive commit-
tee, who passed away last 
January 15. 

Catriona on upcoming Miss Universe bid: 'I hope to make PH proud!' 

Foreign investments in PHL  
hits record high $10B in 2017 

The Philippines: Economy is Booming. Ripe for Property 
Investments  

By Joyce Ann L. Rocamora   

MANILA -- As Lenten season 
approaches, the Department 
of Tourism (DOT) is lining up 
three major activities for 
Catholics who are in Metro 
Manila, with Intramuros area 
as the focal destination. 

On Thursday, DOT Secretary 

Wanda Tulfo-Teo together 
with the agency's Faith Tour-
ism Sector announced that 
seven spots in the Walled 
City composed of chapels 
and churches will be open to 
public on March 29 to wel-
come pilgrims who want to 
take part in a Visita Iglesia. 

General Luna St. will be des-

ignated as an exclusive zone 
for pedestrians and Via Cru-
cis pilgrims. 

DOT said the 14 stations of 
the cross or the Via Crucis 
would be set up on the 
stretch of Beaterio to Muralla 
Streets from Maundy Thurs-
day to Good Friday, March 29 
to 30. 

Last of its events will be the 
traditional Senakulo or the 
reenactment of the Passion 
of Jesus Christ, to be staged 
on Maundy Thursday by 
Tanghalang Sta. Ana Theater 
ensemble under the direc-
tion of Lou Veloso. 

From previous statistics, 
about 500,000 pilgrims and 

tourists flock to Intramuros 
every Lenten season. 

DOT said the trend is ex-
pected to increase as faith 
tourism now is surfacing as 
one of the agency's emerging 
niche market. (PNA) 

3 big Lenten events lined up in Intramuros 

Catriona Gray crowned Miss Philippines Universe 2018. Jonathan 
Cellona, ABS-CBN News  

Palace: Duterte is 
against proposed  
divorce law 

MANILA - President Rodri-
go Duterte is against the 
proposed divorce law, 
Malacan ang said Monday. 

Presidential spokesperson 
Harry Roque said Duterte 
believes approving divorce 
in the Philippines would be 
bad for children of separat-
ed couples and spouses 
seeking legal actions 
against their respective 
partners. 

“Ang Presidente po ay tutol 
sa divorce. Ang sabi niya, 
kawawa ang mga anak at 
kung magkakaroon ng di-
vorce mawawalan ng 
karapatang magsampa ng 
kaso ang mga asawa na pi-
nabayaan ng asawa nila 
matapos ang divorce,” 
Roque said in a news con-
ference in Camarines Sur. 

The House of Representa-
tives approved on second 
reading the proposed di-
vorce law last week. 

The Philippines and the 
Vatican remain as the only 
states in the world where 
divorce is outlawed. Annul-
ments are legal in the Phil-
ippines, but the process is 
costly and could take years. 

The proposed divorce law 
provides that the state shall 
ensure inexpensive and 
affordable court proceed-
ings in securing an absolute 
divorce decree.  

It also seeks to provide for 
the grounds on the grant of 
an absolute divorce decree 
to include grounds for legal 

separation and annulment 
of marriage under the Fam-
ily Code of the Philippines, 
separation in fact for at 
least 5 years, legal separa-
tion by judicial decree for 
at least 2 years, psychologi-
cal incapacity, gender reas-
signment surgery, irrecon-
cilable differences and joint 
petition of spouses. 

The bill would also priori-
tize overseas Filipino work-
ers with respect to court 
hearings while mandating 
summary proceedings for 
certain grounds of absolute 
divorce to facilitate and 
eliminate costly and cum-
bersome court process.  

It will also provide for a 
mandatory 6-month cool-
ing off period for petitioner 
spouses, during which 
there will be no action on a 
petition 6 months after one 
is filed.  

House Speaker Pantaleon 
Alvarez and known admin-
istration critic, Albay Rep. 
Edcel Lagman, are among 
those who are pushing for 
the passage of the divorce 
law in the Philippines. 

Meanwhile, former senator 
Pia Cayetano is lobbying for 
the bill's counterpart meas-
ure in the Senate, Lagman 
said. 

Senate Majority Leader Vi-
cente Sotto III earlier said 
that the prospects of pass-
ing a divorce bill at the Sen-
ate are "dim."  
- with RG Cruz, ABS-CBN News 

Foreign businessmen 
brought in a record amount 
of investments into the 
country last year. 

The Bangko Sentral ng Pili-
pinas said foreign direct 

investments soared to a 
new all-time high at $10 
billion in 2017, up by 
21.4% compared to 2016 
numbers. 

“Investors continue to view 

the country as a favorable 
investment destination on 
the back of the country’s 
sound macroeconomic fun-
damentals and growth pro-
spects,” the BSP said in a 
statement. 

The Philippines has been 
reporting record-breaking 
levels of inward foreign 
investments since 2013 
with most of it last year 
coming from the Nether-
lands, Singapore, the Unit-
ed States, Japan, and Hong 
Kong. 

These investments were 
largely in gas, steam, and 
air-conditioning supply; 
manufacturing; real estate; 
construction; and whole-
sale and retail trade. (GNP 

Team) 

The Philippines: Economy is Booming. Ripe for Property 
Investments  

President Rodrigo Duterte—Alfred Frias, Malacanang Photos 
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Who is ANTONIO 
(TONY) VILLARIN?  

Antonio (Tony) Villarin 
started practicing law and 
extensively serving the 
community in the GTA, On-
tario since 2004. He passed 
the Philippine bar exam in 
1995 and is also licensed to 
practice law in the Philip-
pines Immediately after his 
call to the Ontario bar in 
March 2004 he provided 
pro-bono legal services to 
the Reodica family during 
the SIU investigation into 
the shooting of Jeffrey Re-
odica. 

He registered with the fam-
ily and criminal panels of 
Legal aid Ontario in 2004 
and he started providing 
legal services to low in-
come client.  He is the pro-
bono legal consultant of the 
Philippine Consulate in To-
ronto since 2005 for all 
cases of Filipino nationals 
in need of legal assistance. 
He visits Filipino nationals 
in detention and attends 
bail hearings pro-bono. 

He volunteered and provid-
ed free legal advice and 
assistance for many years 
to various community or-
ganizations such as PIDC, 
Kalayaan and the Filipino 
Canadian Community 
House (FCCH). 

He served as President of 
the FCCH from 2010-2014. 
FCCH is a CRA registered 
charity with ongoing pro-
grams for seniors, caregiv-
ers and women experienc-
ing domestic violence. 

He is a resource speaker on 
various legal topics ranging 
from immigration, taxation, 
family law, wills, probates, 
real estate. 

He is a member of various 
civic, fraternal and reli-

gious organizations such as 
the Knights of Rizal, Free 
Masons, and the Knights of 
Columbus. 

He is a first-generation im-
migrant and worked in 
warehouses while studying 
law in Ontario. He under-
stands the difficulties of 
most working residents of 
Scarborough Centre 

He is running for nomina-
tion in Scarborough Centre 
to be the official MPP can-
didate of the Ontario PC 
party for the coming pro-
vincial election on June 10, 
2018. 

As per the Nomination 
Committee of the Ontario 
PC, the nomination meeting 
is POSTPONED after the 
leadership election on 
March 10. Please take note 
that this is the same Nomi-
nation Committee who 
unanimously agreed to re-
do the Nomination Election 
held last June 2017.  We 
will inform you as to when, 
where and the time of the 
Nomination meeting. We 
are sorry for this inconven-
ience which is beyond our 
control. Thank you for your 
continued support.  

#OnPoli #ScarboroughCentre 
#OntarioPcParty 
#PCPO@avillarinPC 

York Centre Filipino Community 
Unites Behind Liberal Nomination 
Candidate Ramon Estaris 

(YORK CENTRE) The Filipi-
no community of York Cen-
tre has united behind On-
tario Liberal nomination 
candidate Ramon Estaris. 
Senior leaders of the Filipi-
no community, including 
Rolando Mangante, Found-
er of Taste of Manila and 
Norma Carpio, Chairwom-
an of the Mabuhay Philip-
pines Festival are actively 
endorsing and participat-
ing in Ramon Estaris’ cam-
paign to become the pro-
vincial Liberal Candidate 
for York Centre. With the 
support of the riding’s di-
verse communities, York 
Centre can nominate and 
elect the first Filipino MPP 
in the history of Ontario. 

Rolando “Rolly” Mangante 
is well known and respect-
ed as the founder of the 
annual Taste of Manila, 
held at Wilson and Bath-
urst and chairman emeri-
tus of the Philippine Cul-

tural Community Centre. 
Taste of Manila is perhaps 
Canada’s largest Filipino 
festival and a favourite of 
luminaries including Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau 
and Premier Kathleen 
Wynne. A resident of Cana-
da for almost 30 years, Rol-
ly built up a series of busi-
nesses, from restaurants to 
immigration services, 
providing essential ser-
vices to the community. 
Rolly is a patriarch of the 
Filipino community, a 
friend and supporter of 
business and government. 
Ramon Estaris is proud 
that Rolly is supporting 
and mentoring him in this 
nomination process. 

Said Mangante, Campaign 
co-chair of the Ramon Es-
taris campaign, “York Cen-
tre is the unofficial centre 
of the Toronto Filipino 
community, home to Taste 
of Manila and countless 

associations and events. I 
will only give my endorse-
ment to a candidate who 
will work passionately to 
serve all the residents of 
York Centre, as well as be-
ing an honourable Filipino 
voice. I am endorsing and 
supporting Ramon Estaris 
because he is a person of 
integrity, who will be a 
strong representative for 
our diverse community.” 

Norma Carpio is the re-
spected past President and 
Advisor to the Board of the 
Philippine Independence 
Day Council (PIDC) and the 
Chair of the Mabuhay Phil-
ippines Festival.   Tita Nor-
ma is an active Liberal and 
is a friend and supporter of 
Prime Minister Trudeau 
and Premier Wynne. 

“I have worked together 
with Ramon on many pro-
jects, including Mabuhay 
Festival, and in supporting 
excellent federal and pro-
vincial candidates. I am 
proud to support his cam-
paign to be the next Ontar-

(Continued on page 6) 

Liberal MPP hopeful Ramon Estaris with Taste of Manila Festival 
founder, Rolly Mangante.  PHOTO CREDIT:  Nick Rivera 

Norma Carpio,  Mabuhay Festi-
val Founder and PIDC advisor. 

Labrador, Northwest Terri-
tories, Nova Scotia, Ontario, 
Prince Edward Island, Que-
bec, Saskatchewan and Yu-
kon. 
 
The improvement is intend-
ed "to restore Canadians’ 
trust and increase partici-
pation in Canada’s demo-
cratic processes," according 
to a press statement issued 

by Minister Gould. 
 
“The strength of our democ-
racy depends on Canadians 
from all backgrounds ac-
tively participating in our 
democratic institutions. I 
am pleased that the Govern-
ment of Canada is improv-
ing the Senate application 
process in order to ensure 
that we can reach the high-
est calibre candidates for 
appointment," said Minister 
Gould.  
 
"I encourage all qualified 

and interested Canadians to 
take advantage of this op-
portunity by applying for a 
Senate seat themselves or 
by nominating a potential 
candidate,” she added. 
 
Improvements to the Sen-
ate appointments process 
include: 
 
• keeping applications 
open year-round, so Ca-
nadians are able to apply 
for a Senate appointment 
at any time; 

• retaining submitted ap-

plications for two years, 
so that individuals can be 
considered for appoint-
ment to the Senate 
throughout the two years 
following the submission 
of their application; and, 

• adding the ability for or-
ganizations or individuals 
to nominate potential 
candidates. 

 
In order to make the Senate 
less partisan in its role to 
provide “sober, second 
thought” and represent re-
gional and minority inter-

ests, the Government of 
Canada opened the selec-
tion process for Senators in 
2016, to allow all Canadians 
to apply.  
 
The Government of Canada 
established the Independ-
ent Advisory Board for Sen-
ate Appointments, an inde-
pendent and non-partisan 
body mandated to provide 
non-binding, merit-based 
recommendations to the 
Prime Minister on Senate 
appointments. ∎ 

(Continued from page 1) 

TASTE OF MANILA on August 18 & 19, 2018 

All Canadians can 
apply for Senate 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/onpoli?source=feed_text
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/scarboroughcentre?source=feed_text
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/ontariopcparty?source=feed_text
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/pcpo?source=feed_text
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
I first learned about this good news from your news magazine sometime last year. Through the hard work of my daughter we were able to attend 
the ceremony and received the gold medal at the US congress attended by US law makers and living WWII Filipino veterans. 
  
With your permission, I’d be glad to submit the article and the images that we took during the ceremony. 
  
Thank you Waves, not for you we won’t be able obtain this medal. 
 
Ruben Pabayo               

Next of kin from Burlington honoured to receive US Congressional 
Medal for beloved Filipino WW II Veteran Cpl Bernandino Pabayo 

After 75 years since the fall of Ba-
taan and Corregidor in 1942, the 
United States Congress finally be-
stowed the Congressional Gold 
Medal to Filipino Veterans of World 
War II in a ceremony at the US Capi-
tol on Oct. 25, 2017.  The medal 
represents the highest expression 
of national appreciation for distin-
guished achievements and contri-
butions in the United States.   
 
Surviving Filipino veterans and 
their families were in attendance.  
But a lot of the estimated 260,000 
veterans we not there for the occa-
sion.  Many have died fighting for 
freedom, still many did not live long 
enough to witness their historic 
achievement.  For some of the de-
ceased veterans, the next of kin at-
tended the ceremony.   
 
Ruben Pabayo, a resident of Bur-
lington, Ontario, has learnt about 
the event from a published article 
in Waves last year.  His father was 
Cpl Bernandino Pabayo, a veteran 

of WW I and II.  He was a member 
of the renown Philippine Scouts 
during the US reign.  He retired be-
fore the 2nd World War but was 
called back into active duty. 

Bernandino served at Fort Stotsen-
burg, where the American forces 
established permanent quarters 
from.  It was situated in Barrio 

Sapang Bato in Angeles City, Pam-
panga.   
 
Being the son of the honoree, Ruben 
felt the urge to attend the historic 
ceremony.  And his daughter, 
Raquel, worked hard to make it 
happen.  It was heartfelt experience 
for the late veteran’s anak and apo. 
 
The Congressional Gold Medal me-
morializes the service and sacrifices 
of the more than 260,000 Filipino 
and Filipino-American WWII veter-
ans.   
 
A survivor of the infamous Bataan 
Death March, Cpl Pabayo served his 
country and the USA for 30 years. 
 
During the ceremony, Celestino 

Almeda, a 100-year old veteran, 

spoke on behalf of the thousands of 

Filipino WW II “warriors”.  He ends 

his speech with a deep-rooted ad-

age, “Old soldiers never die, they 

just fade away”.  ∎ 

Ruben Pabayo with daughter Raquel stand between the two faces  display of the 
US Congressional medal. They are proud to be related to Cpl Pabayo, among  the 
thousands of Filipino WW II veterans officially honoured at the ceremony. 

The glitter on the gold medal may fade, but never will your dad’s  

heroism.  LONG LIVE THE VETERANS!  Thank you., Ruben. - Editor 

Kathleen Wynne, Premier of Ontar-
io, spoke before a big crowd of Lib-
eral party supporters.  She talked 
about topics centered on care.   

With her team, Wynne is working 
to deliver a fairer, better Ontario 
through free tuition for thousands 
of students, free prescription drug 
coverage for children and youth, 
100,000 affordable child-care spac-
es, and a $15-an-hour minimum 
wage (after the significant jump 
from $11.60 per hour to $14 per 
hour on January 1, 2018). 

Still, about care, Wynne wittingly 
segued the official introduction of a 
health care professional, Dr. Par-
minder Singh, a medical doctor she 
appointed, a couple of days prior, 
as the riding candidate for Bramp-
ton East.   

Aside from being active in the med-
ical field and involved in various 
fundraising campaigns in support 
of local hospitals and charities., Dr. 
Singh has worked as a sports and 
health commentator for Omni TV, 

the CBC, 680News and Maple Leafs 
Sports and Entertainment. He was 
the founding host and play-by-play 
commentator of the acclaimed 
Hockey Night in Canada in Punjabi 
and founded the Toronto Raptors 
Punjabi Broadcast. 

“Brampton residents need a gov-
ernment that invests in care. This 
Premier has invested in our hospi-
tals, seniors’ homes and child-care 
spaces. I will add my voice to her 
strong team to continue delivering 
for Brampton,” Dr. Singh said upon 
learning of his appointment. 

Ontario Premier Kathleen Wynne 
congratulated newly installed Tory 
leader, Doug Ford, a replacement 
for the embattled former PC Lead-
er, Patrick Brown.  Ford emerged as 
the winner at the hotly contested 
nomination for PC leadership, edg-
ing rival Christine Elliot by a thin 
margin.  

"I would like to wish Doug well. 
Even though we disagree about 
many things, I welcome him to pro-
vincial politics," she quipped.  ∎ 

(Continued from page 1) 
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DOG OF THE MONTH 
2018 is the Year of the Dog.  To celebrate the year of man’s best friend and the stronger 

than ever human-animal bond, Waves will select a pet to feature every month of this year.   

However, this month we feature not one, but two.  This is to avert a dogfight. 

Celebrating Filipino 

Julian 
Nicknames: Bubba, Teddy Bear 

Gender: Male 
Breed: Morkie 
Weight: 15 lbs 

Parent:  Caroline 

P0rscha 
Nicknames: Princess, Peanuts 

Gender: Female 
Breed: Yorkie 
Weight: 9 lbs 

Parent:  Carlos 

Porscha and Julian share duck and lamb as their favorite food.  Porscha is more 

active and always wants to play.  She rushes and pushes Julian.  He just stares at 

Porscha and walks away as if saying, “You’re too little to pick a fight!” 

io Liberal candidate in York 
Centre,” says Carpio. 
“Ramon will work hard and 
smart to support all of York 
Centre. His integrity and 
compassion make him the 
best person to take up the 
mantle of Monte Kwinter 
and to represent the Ontar-
io Liberal party in 2018.” 

Ramon Estaris, an entre-
preneur, community activ-
ist and family man was 
strongly encouraged by 
members of the Ontario 
Liberal Party to run to be 
their candidate in the rid-
ing of York Centre, where 
over 17% of the residents 
are of Filipino background. 
The Filipino community is 
one of the fastest growing 
in Canada, with over 

400,000 living in Ontario.  

York Centre is the proud 
home of many diverse com-
munities and Ramon has 
received support from 
many of their leaders and 
members. Common issues 
in the area include unrec-
ognized credentials, lower 
wages, language barriers, 
care for children and sen-
iors, family reunification, 
affordable housing and 
transit.  

In thousands of conversa-
tions with residents of 
York Centre, Estaris has 
often heard of the warm 
reception that Ontario Lib-
eral policies such as the 
increase to the minimum 
wage, OHIP+ for children 
and youth and free tuition 
have received. Estaris 
strongly believes that the 
Ontario Liberal Party has 
the philosophy and vision 

to bring new and exciting 
opportunities to our prov-
ince. 

“Only with a united and 
passionate Filipino com-
munity, working as one 
with all residents of York 
Centre, can we win the 
nomination. I am proud of 
the support and mentoring 
by such leaders as Rolly 
Mangante and Norma Car-
pio.,” says Estaris. “I will be 
honoured and grateful to 
have the support of the 
voters of York Centre in the 
nomination contest. I hope 
to have the opportunity to 
serve as your next Liberal 
Member of Provincial Par-
liament." 

To do your part for the Es-
taris campaign as a volun-

teer or as a donor, contact 
info@voteramon.ca or 
(437) 886-6425. ∎ 

(Continued from page 4) 

York Centre Folks 
Behind Estaris... 

Another happy camper is 6-month old Dominic Chea.  It was 
his 6th monthsary on March 21.  Dom is all smiles as he is  
all excited for his big Christening day on March 24.   

Still, another happy camper!  Tristan de Juan, grandson of 
Balita publisher, Tess Cusipag, celebrated his 7th birthday 
with family and friends.  

Happy Campers! 

Nico Castro is all smiles 
and all set for his upcom-
ing birthday celebration 
on March 25.   

 

HAPPY 

1ST 
BIRTHDAY 

NICO! 

 

 

“Remember to celebrate milestones 

as you prepare for the road ahead.” 

 
NELSON MANDELA 
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COMMUNITY 

YOU ARE ALL INVITED 

DEVOTION TO  
OUR LADY OF PENAFRANCIA 

2018 Our Lady of Penafrancia Novena  

 

Our Lady of the Assumption Church 
2565 Bathurst St. 

Toronto ON 

We encourage all bicolanos  to attend and participate in the sponsorship of this novena to the Virgin, for abundant 
blessings for all the provinces of the Bicol Region,  especially for the province of Catanduanes.     

Our Lady of the Virgin of Penafrancia is the Patroness of the BICOL region.  
SHE listens and Loves us all !  Viva la Virgen ! 

For more information, please call : Jenifer Amaranto  416 781-3105 
                                                          Felix and Mayette Reyes  905 896-4958 
                                                         Paeng Nebres                      416 618-1362 

The 3rd month Novena Devotions to the Virgin of Penafrancia will be on  
Sunday, March 25, 2018 (4th Sunday of March 2018) 

Starts at 1:30 pm 
Rosary and Novena prayers 
Followed by the Holy Mass 

Refreshments, Kumustahan at the Church Hall 
 

 Feast Day   

Saturday 
Sept 15, 2018 

 

Fluvial Parade 
 Mass & Fellowship 

SPONSORS FOR THIS MONTH 

Devotees of the Virgin of Penafrancia from 

 CATANDUANES 

c/o Felix & Mayette Reyes - 905 896-4958 

 

held parliamentary protocol which requires ex-
tensive negotiations and collaboration of all par-
liamentary parties and members in order to ad-
vance private members’ bills, like the ones per-
taining to Filipino Heritage Month. The Opposi-
tion parties were well aware of these decades-
old non-partisan procedural rules, which they 
are happy to either follow or flaunt when it suits 
them.  Regrettably, they sought to politicize the 
matter and create misleading narratives in the 
Filipino community. 

MPP Colle had, in the past, advanced similar co-
sponsored heritage bills which have successfully 
passed and became laws in Ontario in the past, 
namely a bill to proclaim May as Jewish Heritage 
Month, co-sponsored with his colleagues from 
both the PC and NDP Caucuses, which came into 
force in spring 2012.  He will continue to seek 
cooperation from members from Opposition 
parties to ensure that June will be recognized as 
Filipino Heritage Month in Ontario. 

June is an important month for the Filipino com-
munity, as each year on June 12th they celebrate 
the Independence Day of the Philippines. 

(Continued from page 1) 

MPP Mike Cole reintroduces  
Filipino Heritage Month bill 

“This bill, if passed, celebrates both the importance 
of recognizing the heritage and history of Filipino-

Canadians in Ontario, as well as the numerous 
achievements of Filipino-Canadians  

from all walks of life.“ 

- MPP Mike Cole 
Eglinton-Lawrence  
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COMMUNITY 

Toronto Maharlika Lions Club  
Celebrates 4th Charter Anniversary 

The Toronto Maharlika Lions Club’s officers, members, family and friends gathered 
recently at the Thorncliffe Banquet hall to celebrate the charter’s 4th anniversary.  TM 
Lions President, Alex Castro (L) and, TM Lions Secretary, Ferdie Coronel (R) received 
Lion of the Year  and President’s Award respectively. 

Priscilla Abreu-Laranang (3rd from L) celebrated her 75th birthday with her family at 
the Active Adult Centre in Burnhamthorpe, Mississauga. PHOTO courtesy of  
Joe Damasco. 

Happy 75th Birthday Priscilla! 
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CELEBRATION WAVES  

Karaoke Night with  
MP Marco Mendicino 
March 13 at Cusina 

Marco Mendicino, MP for Eglinton-Lawrence knows the Filipinos’ 
penchant for the karaoke.  On March 13 at Cusina Lounge on 
Wilson at Little Manila,  Marco hosted a night of fun, letting 
loose, eating and singing.  It was a well-attended event,.  
Among the many guests who showed up was MP for York-
Centre, Michael Levitt, who, with Marco, eyed on lyrics  
while belting their own rendition of  “Eye of the Tiger”!  

A Tribute to Monte Kwinter 
York Centre’s Favourite MPP 

On Monday March 5th, at 
Queen’s Park, York Centre 
Member of Provincial Par-
liament (MPP) Monte Kwin-
ter was celebrated for his 
almost 33 years in provin-
cial politics by family, 
friends, and current and 
former colleagues including 
two former Premiers, one 
former Prime Minister and 
the current Premier, Kath-
leen Wynne.  MPP Kwinter 
served under three Prem-
iers, all of whom made 
poignant speeches to the 
well-loved politician who 
will not be running for re-
election this coming June 
due to health reasons.   
 
Long-time friend, Senator 
Art Eggleton emceed the 
evening as Premier Kath-
leen Wynne and former 
Premiers Dalton McGuinty 
and David Peterson all paid 
tribute to the elder states-
man for his indomitable 
spirit; love for his family; 
incredible mind;  service to 
his constituents and dedica-
tion to public life for over 
three decades.  Ward 10 
City Councillor James Pas-
ternak presented him with 
a plaque from the City of 
Toronto and surprised eve-
ryone when he announced 
that a street will be named 
after MPP Kwinter in the 
Wilson and Wilson Heights 
area in the next few 
months.    
 
First elected in May 1985, 
MPP Kwinter holds the rec-
ord for being the oldest 
Member of Provincial Par-
liament to hold office in the 

Ontario Legislature.  He 
broke the previous record 
holder of Addison Alexan-
der MacKenzie back in 
2011 and each day, he sets 
a new record.  
 
Guests enjoyed watching a 
slideshow which comprised 
MPP Kwinter’s political ca-
reer set to Frank Sinatra’s “I 
Did It My Way” and his staff 
presented him with a leath-
er-bound Tribute Book – a 
published book of anec-
dotes from friends and col-
leagues who wrote of their 
friendships and their expe-
riences with MPP Kwinter 
throughout the years. 
 
It was a wonderful honour 
befitting of a beloved politi-
cian.  ∎ 

Right Honourable John Turner with MPP Monte Kwinter. 

Monte Kwinter surrounded by Ontario Premier Kathleen Wyne, former Premieres David Peterson and 
Dalton Mcguinty, Senator Art Eggleton, and family.  PHOTO BY JENNA MUIRHEAD-GOULD. 

MPP Kwinter is surrounded by his dream team: (L-R) Pina Conicel-
la.-Chief of Staff, Melissa Labao, Anna Bellicoso-Constituency Asst., 
Lyn Flanagan - Pres. of York Centre Prov Liberal Riding Assoc. and 
Salma  Rehman-Kotschorek - Constituency Asst.   
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Study finds false stories travel way faster than the truth 
Washington — Twitter 
loves lies. A new study finds 
that false information on the 
social media network trav-
els six times faster than the 
truth and reaches far more 
people. 

And you can’t blame bots; 
it’s us, say the authors of the 
largest study of online mis-
information. 

Researchers at the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Tech-
nology looked at more than 
126,000 stories tweeted 
millions of times between 
2006 and the end of 2016 — 
before Donald Trump took 
office but during the com-
bative presidential cam-
paign. They found that “fake 
news” sped through Twitter 
“farther, faster, deeper and 
more broadly than the truth 
in all categories of infor-
mation,” according to the 
study in Thursday’s journal 
Science . 

“No matter how you slice it, 
falsity wins out,” said co-
author Deb Roy, who runs 
MIT’s Laboratory for Social 
Machines and is a former 
chief media scientist at 
Twitter. 

Twitter funded the study 
but had no say in the out-

come, according to the re-
searchers. 

The scientists calculated 
that the average false story 
takes about 10 hours to 
reach 1,500 Twitter users, 
versus about 60 hours for 
the truth. On average, false 
information reaches 35 per-
cent more people than true 
news. 

While true news stories al-
most never got retweeted to 
1,000 people, the top 1 per-
cent of the false ones got to 
as many as 100,000 people. 

And when the researchers 
looked at how stories cas-
cade — how they link from 
one person to another like a 
family tree — false infor-
mation reached as many as 
24 generations, while true 
information maxed out at a 
dozen. 

Concern over bogus stories 
online has escalated in re-
cent months because of evi-
dence the Russians spread 
disinformation on social 
media during the 2016 pres-
idential campaign to sow 
discord in the U.S. and dam-
age Hillary Clinton. 

Social media companies 
have experimented with 

using computer algorithms 
and human fact-checkers to 
try to weed out false infor-
mation and abuse online. 
Twitter earlier this month 
said it is seeking help from 
outside experts to better 
deal with the problem. And 
Facebook this week an-
nounced a partnership with 
The Associated Press to 
identify and debunk false 
and misleading stories 
about the midterm elec-
tions. 

“We have witnessed abuse, 
harassment, troll armies, 
manipulation through bots 
and human-coordination, 
misinformation campaigns 
and increasingly divisive 
echo chambers,” tweeted 
Twitter co-founder and CEO 
Jack Dorsey. “We aren’t 
proud of how people have 
taken advantage of our ser-
vice, or our inability to ad-
dress it fast enough.” 

The MIT study took the 
126,285 stories and checked 
them against six independ-
ent fact-checking sites — 
snopes.com, politifact.com, 
factcheck.org, truthorfic-
tion.com, hoax-slayer.com 
and urbanleg-
ends.about.com— to classify 
them as true, false or mixed. 

Nearly two-thirds were 
false, just under one-fifth 
were true, and the rest were 
mixed. 

The six fact-checking web-
sites agreed with each other 
on classification at least 95 
percent of the time, plus two 
outside researchers did 
some independent fact-
checking to make sure eve-
rything was OK, said co-
author Sinan Aral, an MIT 
management professor. 

Lead author Soroush 
Vosoughi, an MIT data sci-
entist, said the three false 
stories that traveled the far-
thest and fastest were about 
a Muslim guard called a he-
ro in the Paris bombings of 
2015; an Iraq war veteran 
finishing as runner-up to 
Caitlyn Jenner for an ESPN 
courage award ; and an epi-
sode of “The Simpsons” that 
had a story line in 2000 
about a Trump presidency. 
(It was in 2015.) 

University of Pennsylvania 
communications professor 
Kathleen Hall Jamieson, a co
-founder of factcheck.org, 
had problems with the way 
the study looked at true and 
false stories. The MIT team 
characterized a story’s truth 

on a 1-to-5 scale, with 1 be-
ing completely false. 
Factcheck.org, Jamieson 
said, looks more at context 
and does not label some-
thing either true or false. 

She also suggested that call-
ing this bogus information 
“false stories” does not cap-
ture how malignant it is. She 
said it would “better be 
called viral deception. VD. 
And treated as analogous to 
venereal disease.” 

The researchers looked at 
obvious bots — automated 
accounts — and took them 
out. While the bots tweeted 
false information at a higher 
rate than humans, it wasn’t 
that much of a difference, 
and even without bots, lies 
still spread faster and far-
ther, Roy said. 

David Lazer, a political and 
computer scientist at North-
eastern University who was-
n’t part of the study but 
wrote an accompanying re-
port, praised the MIT re-
search but said the scien-
tists may have missed a lot 
of bots and cyborgs — sort 
of in-between humans. His 
ongoing, not-yet-published 
research has found that 

(Continued on page 16) 
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National Shrine of our Mother of Perpetual Help 

 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

131 McCaul St, Toronto 

 

(416) 598-3269 
 

WEEKLY WEDNESDAY MASS & DEVOTIONS: 
7:30 am * 9:30am * 12 noon, * 2:30pm * 5:05pm * 7:00pm 

 

Even the WAVES obey Him... Religious Inspirations 

Prayer is about being with God, 
not stress relief, Francis says 

By Hannah Brockhaus 

San Giovanni Rotondo, Ita-
ly, Mar 17, 2018 / 07:33 
am (CNA/EWTN News).- 
On Saturday Pope Francis 
asked Catholics if they try 
to pray as Jesus did – out 
of love for God – or if they 
only pray when they need 
something from God or 
want a ‘shot’ of stress re-
lief. 

“Prayer can be born as a 
request, even as a prompt 
intervention, but matures 
in praise and adoration. 
Then it becomes truly per-
sonal, as it was for Jesus,” 
the Pope said March 17. 

“We ask ourselves: do our 
prayers resemble that of 
Jesus or are they reduced 
to occasional emergency 
calls? ‘I need something...’ 
And when you do not need 
[something], what do you 
do? Or do we mean them 
as tranquilizers to be tak-
en in regular doses, to get 
some relief from stress?” 

 “No, prayer is a gesture of 
love, it is being with God 
and bringing him the life of 
the world: it is an indis-
pensable work of spiritual 
mercy,” he continued. 

Pope Francis spoke about 
the importance of prayer 
during Mass with around 
30,000 people at the 
shrine of St. Pio in San Gio-
vanni Rotondo, the town 
where St. Padre Pio spent 
most of his life as a Capu-
chin priest. 

It was the second stop in 
his day trip to Pietrelcina 
and San Giovanni Rotondo, 
the towns in Italy where 
Padre Pio lived. 

In his homily he empha-
sized that if Christians do 
not pray for their brothers 
and sisters, for difficult 
situations, no one will. 
“Who will intercede, who 
will bother to knock on the 
heart of God to open the 
door of mercy to a humani-

ty in need?” he asked. “We 
can ask ourselves: do we 
Christians pray enough?” 

Francis noted that it is 
easy to make excuses 
about prayer, putting it 
aside for things we think 
are more urgent. But this, 
he said, is putting aside 
“the best part,” as Jesus 
told Martha in the Gospel 
of Luke, when she was up-
set that her sister Mary 
was speaking with Jesus 
instead of helping her. 

Padre Pio knew the im-
portance of prayer, he said, 
and even 50 years after his 
death and entrance into 
heaven, left us the legacy 
of the prayer groups he 
started, and which contin-
ue today. 

He quoted the saint, who 
said in a message he gave 
at the International Con-
ference of Prayer Groups 
in 1966: “Pray a lot, my 
children, pray always, nev-
er get tired.” Unless we 
open ourselves to praise 
and adoration, “we do not 
know the Father,” he said, 
and encouraged those pre-
sent to “resume prayers of 
adoration and praise.” 

Before Mass Pope Francis 
stopped to visit children 
with cancer who are being 
treated in the pediatric 

oncology department of 
the Casa Sollievo della Sof-
ferenza (House of relief of 
the suffering) hospital, 
founded by Padre Pio, in 
San Giovanni Rotondo. 

He said in his homily that 
the “small are those who 
have a humble and open 
heart, poor and needy, 
who feel the need to pray, 
to entrust themselves and 
to be accompanied,” and 
that the hearts of little 
ones like the children he 
visited are “like an anten-
na, which captures the sig-
nal of God immediately.” 

He also said that God is 
especially present at the 
Casa Sollievo della Soffer-
enza, which is an interna-
tionally-recognized hospi-
tal and research center, 
because of the many sick 
and suffering present in-
side. 

Padre Pio “called it ‘a tem-
ple of prayer and science,’ 
where all are called to be 
‘reserves of love’ for oth-
ers,” Francis said. 

 “Now we can ask our-
selves: do we know how to 
look for God where he is? 
Here there is a special 
sanctuary where he is pre-
sent because there are 
many little ones preferred 
by him.”  CAN  ∎ 

Pope Francis places a stole on a glass case containing the body 
of St. Pio in the Church of Santa Maria delle Grazie at the Shrine 
of St. Pio of Pietrelcina in San Giovanni Rotondo, Italy, March 
17   PHOTO COURTESY OF SHRINE OF ST. PIO OF PIETRELCINA VIA CNS  

Seven stops for Visita 
Iglesia in Intramuros 
open for the first time 
since WWII 

By AYA TANTIANGCO 

The Department of Tourism 
on Thursday along with the 
Intramuros Administration 
launched the first major pro-
ject of the newly created 
Faith Sector that focuses on 
the wealth of religious cul-
tural history in the famed 
Walled City. 

Seven chapels will be open 
in Intramuros on Maundy 
Thursday (March 29), allow-
ing visitors to perform a Vis-
ita Iglesia in some of the 
country's grandest religious 
halls like the Manila Cathe-
dral and the San Agustin 
Church. 

Completing the list are San 
Ignacio Church, Guadalupe 
Shrine in Fort Santiago, 
Knights of Columbus Fr. 
Willman Chapel, Lyceum of 
the Philippines University 
Chapel, and the Mapua Uni-
versity Chapel. 

This is the first time since 
World War II that a Visita 
Iglesia in Intramuros is pos-
sible, making the event dou-
bly historic as it pays hom-
age to the original seven 
churches in Intramuros dur-
ing the Spanish era. 

Intramuros will also be 
housing Via Crucis stations 
at General Luna Street (from 
Beatrio to Muralla) from 
Maundy Thursday to Black 
Saturday (March 29 to 31). 

The area will be closed off to 
traffic, but representatives 
from the Intramuros Admin-

istration assured the press 
during the launch that they 
are preparing for the influx 
of people and vehicles. 

Crowd estimates provided 
by San Agustin Church that 
as many as 500,000 devo-
tees visit in two days alone. 

In addition to the simulation 
of Visita Iglesia and the Via 
Crucis, a Cenaculo-inspired 
staging of "Martir Sa Golgo-
ta" endorsed by the Cultural 
Center of the Philippines will 
be held at Tanghalang Santa 
Ana, also along General Luna 
Street, on Maundy Thursday. 

Tourism Secretary Wanda 
Teo that this marks the be-
ginning of the push for "faith
-based" tourism that feature 
"Pilgrimage Tours" — some-
thing she was frequently 
asked in the countries she 
has traveled to like Russia 
and Thailand. 

"They were all willing to 
come and bring groups for a 
Pilgrimage Tour," Teo said. 

Faith Sector Director Rebec-
ca Villanueva-Labit and Faith 
and Farm Tourism Under-
secretary Marco Bautista in 
an interview with GMA News 
Online said that the partner-
ship with Intramuros for the 
2018 Lenten Activities — 
and the scheduled activities 
across the country for Holy 
Week — is just the start. 

The promotion of Buddhist 
temples, Moro culture, and 
more are in the works. — 
GMA, News 

Visita Iglesia is a customary Holy Week practice in the Philippines 
where devotees visit and pray in at least 7 churches. It was intro-
duced by  Augustinian missionaries in the 1560s.  

San Agustin Church.  PHOTO BY BERNIE M. CABILIN 

Manila Cathedral.  PHOTO BY BERNIE M. CABILIN 

Happy Easter to all our readers! 
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The FYM Foundation’s Aid to  
Humanity Project Supports the  
Fight against Hunger and Poverty  

February 24, 2018, TO-
RONTO, ON – The Felix Y. 
Manalo (FYM) Foundation 
donates 21,329 lbs of sta-
ple foods to Daily Bread 
Food Bank, North York 
Harvest Food Bank, and 
Ottawa Food Bank in a cer-
emonial handover at 3321 
McNicoll Ave., Toronto, On-
tario, to support Canada’s 
national campaign in 
fighting hunger and pov-
erty.  

The FYM Foundation, a non
-stock, non-profit, and non-
political organization, coor-
dinates the charitable and 
humanitarian projects of 
the Iglesia Ni Cristo (INC or 
Church of Christ), an inter-
national religious organiza-
tion.  

The handover ceremony 
launches the many initia-
tives of the FYM Founda-
tion for this year’s social 
outreach project called 
“Fight against Hunger and 
Poverty”. Special guests 

include Mr. Neil Hethering-
ton, the CEO of the Daily 
Bread Food Bank, and Ms 
Aniska Ali, Director of 
Communications and Mar-
keting of North York Har-
vest Food Bank.  

The two-week food drive 
resulted to 586 boxes of 
five priority items: rice, oil, 
canned beans, canned to-
matoes, canned fish and 
meat. These staples are 
versatile, nutrient-dense 
food to maintain good 
health.  

The food drive has far sur-
passed its initial goals of 
13,000 lbs. Through the 
unity of the members of the 
Iglesia Ni Cristo (Church of 
Christ), boxes of food are 
still pouring in and is now 
reaching 23,442 lbs—
tripling the October 2017 
food drive.  

“The eager response of the 
volunteers here in our re-
gion to help is a direct re-

flection of the spirit shared 
by INC members around 
the world.” says Mr. Rod L. 
Bruno, District Minister of 
the Eastern Canada INC 
congregations. “We do our 
best to meet the spiritual 
needs of our communities; 
but we also understand 
that as Christians, it is also 
our shared responsibility 
to help address the basic 
needs of our fellowmen 
who need it.”  

The FYM Foundation, a 
charitable extension of the 
Iglesia Ni Cristo (Church 
of Christ), has spearheaded 
many large charity events 
across the globe world-
wide: donations of 2,000 
relief bags to the evacuees 
of the Fort McMurray Fire; 
the Aid to Humanity cam-
paign that helped victims 
of Hurricane Sandy, which 
gathered (100,000) at-
tendees in New York’s 
Times Square and $50,000 
in donations.  ∎  

Members of the Church of Christ uphold the doctrine of brotherly love by extending help, doing 

good, and sharing with those who are in need (Photo Credit: INCMedia) 

PRESIDENT  
RAMON MAGSAYSAY  

 

CHAMPION OF  
THE COMMON TAO 

By Alice Hernandez Reyes 

On March 17, 1957, eight 
months before his term as 
President of the Philippines 
was to expire, the people’s 
President, Ramon Mag-
saysay, perished in a plane 
crash on Mt. Manunggal, Ba-
lamban, Cebu. 

We may never know for sure 
why that happened, except 
that it was God’s will. With 
him were Senator Tomas 
Cabili, Education Secretary 
Gregorio Hernandez and the 
lone survivor of that tragic 
crash, Nestor Mata, who, if I 
am not mistaken, is alive to-
day. 

The man who restored the 
Filipino people’s faith in gov-
ernment, who could have 
been the country’s greatest 
President was gone. He was 
not yet 50 years old. 

Born in Iba, Zambales, the 
son of Exequiel Magsaysay, a 
blacksmith, and Perfecta del 
Fierro, a schoolteacher, Mag-
saysay studied at the Zam-
bales Academy and the UP 
College of Engineering. 

He was a member of the Lib-
eral Party when he first ran 
for Congress in 1946, re-
elected in 1949.  A year later, 
he was appointed National 
Defense Secretary by Presi-
dent Elpidio Quirino, which 
was the latter’s undoing. 

Magsaysay resigned his DND 
post in 1953 to run for the 
presidency under the 
Nacionalista banner. His 
achievements as DND Secre-
tary has caught the people’s 
eyes and he was riding on 
the crest of popularity. 

In the national elections of 
1953, he easily won over 
President Quirino. 

Magsaysay had become the 
voice f the voiceless and the 
jingle “Magsday is My Guy” 

reverberated all over the 
country. 

Immediately, he launched an 
impressive rural develop-
ment program, thus proving 
his sincerity to uplift the 
plight of the oppressed, hav-
ing listened to their plight 
during his campaign for 
President. 

Above all, he created a gov-
ernment of the people, for 
the people and by the peo-
ple, opening Malacanang to 
the public. He established 
the Presidential Complaints 
and Action Committee and 
listened to the people’s com-
plaints two or three times a 
week. 

Moreover, he banned nepo-
tism and corruption, refused 
special treatment, such as 
the naming of towns, bridg-
es, avenues or plazas after 
him. He was indeed a role 
model for the youth on the 
virtue of his honesty and 
clean living. 

I never had the opportunity 
to meet President Mag-
saysay. In later years, I met 
his son, former Senator Jun 
Magsaysay, who had married 
a former Assumption stu-
dent of mine, Marilou Kahn, 
and Mila Magsaysay Valen-
zuela, who worked in the 
tourism industry when I was 
Hotels and Restaurants edi-
tor for the Daily Express. 

As DND Secretary, Mag-
saysay sought to counter 
insurgency. He got to the 
root of the Hukbalahap prob-
lem and realized that the 
cause of the insurgency was 
poverty as well the patron-
age system in the military. 
During his barrio to barrio 
campaign, his eyes were 
opened to the issues of the 
total folk, especially the 
peasant farmers. 

His presidency was marked 
by honesty and good govern-
ance, He combatted graft and 
corruption in public office. 

“A country to be really se-
cure must assure its citizens 
the social and economic con-
ditions that would enable 
them to live in decency,” he 
once declared. 

There was a man who truly 
loved the people, whose ac-
tions matched his words: 
Ramon Magsaysay, Champi-
on of the Masses! 

May those who followed him 
be likewise! ∎ 

Ramon Magsaysay 

about 80 percent of false 
stories come from just one-
tenth of 1 percent of users. 

The researchers dug deeper 
to find out what kind of false 
information travels faster 
and farther. False political 
stories — researchers didn’t 
separate conservative ver-
sus liberal — and stuff that 
was surprising or anger-
provoking spread faster 
than other types of lies, Aral 
said. 

“Falsehood was significantly 

more novel than the truth,” 
Aral said. “It’s easy to be 
novel when you make things 
up.” 

That fits perfectly with pre-
vious research on the psy-
chology of fake information, 
said Yale University’s Dan 
Kahan and Dartmouth Col-
lege’s Brendan Nyhan, scien-
tists who study the phenom-
enon. 

“The more strange and more 
sensational the story 
sounds, the more likely they 
are going to retweet,” Kahan 
said. 

Nyhan and Lazer said that 
while more fact-checking 

and education of people on 
how to tell fake from real 
can be helpful, the more ef-
fective solution will have to 
come from the social media 
platforms themselves. 

Roy said the study results 
reminded him of the often-
cited quotation that essen-
tially says a lie can travel 
halfway around the world 
before the truth can get its 
boots — or pants — on. It’s 
been attributed to Mark 
Twain and Winston Church-
ill. But that would be misin-
formation. Politifact traced a 
version of it back to Jona-
than Swift in 1710. (Seth 
Borenstein, AP) 

(Continued from page 14) 

Study finds false 
stories travel faster 
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(Waves of our Lives) 

www.pinoyradio.com 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Every Friday 8pm  
on FTV 

Channel 869 

Watch TV host  

Joel Recla  
with his guests 

Host:  KUYA NESTOR 

Sundays  8:30 pm - 9:00pm 

OMB recognizes ABS-CBN 
Global as one of the most 
compliant content exporters 

Receiving the plaque of recognition from Optical Media Board was ABS-CBN Global 
Content Head Ned Legaspi, shown here flanked by Executive Director Atty. Victor Luis 
Padilla II, OMB Registration and Licensing Division Chief Elizabeth Red and Chairman 
& CEO Anselmo Adriano 

The Optical Media Board (OMB), the Philippine agency tasked to uphold 
intellectual property rights in the production, use, and distribution of op-
tical media, recognized ABS-CBN Global, Ltd. Philippine branch (ABS-CBN 
Global) as one of the most compliant exporters in the Philippines at the 
agency’s 14th anniversary held recently at the Luxent Hotel in Quezon 
City, Philippines.   

As part of the agency’s celebration of over two decades of service, OMB 
recognized ABS-CBN Global’s efforts in adhering to OMB’s mandate and 
for complying with its rules and regulations including license and permits 
application.  ABS-CBN Global was awarded among a total of 58 other 
awardees from both the public and private sector that also included ABS-
CBN’s film production and distribution arm, ABS-CBN Film Production 
Inc. (Star Cinema), as one of the most compliant local entities under the 
commercial category.   

OMB Chairman and CEO Atty. Anselmo Adriano thanked partners, local 
government units, and private sector partners for their past efforts and 
looked forward to more collaboration: “We hope to work with you in 
more years to come.” ABS-CBN Global currently reaches out to Filipinos 
overseas, via its subsidiaries and affiliates outside the Philippines, 
through content such as movies and programs that comply with OMB and 
other applicable agencies’ guidelines prior to their broadcast and distri-
bution overseas. ∎ 

Actor Rolly Quizon,  
son of Dolphy, dies 

A 1975 promotional image of 'John En Marsha' shows Rolly Quizon (bottom-right) 

with fellow cast members, including his father Dolphy 

Former actor Rolly Quizon, son of the 
late comedy icon Dolphy, has passed 
away, a family member confirmed 
Thursday. 

Music veteran Zsa Zsa Padilla, the 
partner of Dolphy of two decades until 
his death in 2012, confirmed the pass-
ing of Rolly on Twitter, simply saying, 
"RIP." 

Quizon had reportedly slipped into a 
coma after a stroke March 9, according 
to PEP.ph, and had been confined at 
Capitol Medical Center in Quezon City. 

Quizon was one of Dolphy's children -- 
18 in total from different relationships 
-- who followed in the footsteps of the 
film icon. Notably, he was part of the 
long-running sitcom "John En Marsha" 
with his father, and starred opposite 
Vilma Santos in "Burlesk Queen." 

Cherie Gil Eigenmann posted a heart-

felt message reminiscing their close-
ness when they were younger. 

In the said Facebook message, the 
award-winning actress said that 
Quizon greatly influenced the person 
she is now. 

“He passed away so soon, so young, 
reminding me of what once was be-
tween us. I will never forget the first 
experience, the life of wantonness, my 
first love. If you only knew then what 
you meant to me until now, that mold-
ed me to who and what I am. I thank 
you Rolly. I always and will cherish 
you in my life,” she wrote on her Face-
book account. 

The passing of Rolly comes only a 
week after the death of another son of 
Dolphy, Dino, who similarly joined 
showbiz for a time.  
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108-year-old grandma 
relishes long life with 
‘malunggay’, camote tops  

By Bill Visaya 
 

ECHAGUE, Isabela – Reaching the age 
of 108–and still counting, centenarian 
Juanita Cariaga of San Miguel, Echague, 
Isabela considers her longevity as a 
feat for herself. 

What is her secret? She told the Philip-
pine News Agency that she has been 
fond of eating malunggay 
(horseradish) and camote tops, as well 
as other back-
yard-raised 
vegetables in 
her village. 

The vegetables 
are pesticide-
free and natu-
rally preserved 
food, she said. 
These gave her 
long life and 
sharp memory 
since she was 
born on March 
10,1910 in 
Nueva Ecija. 

Her 50-year-
old granddaughter Edna Cariaga-
Daguro revealed that Lola Juanita did 
not suffer severe illnesses except for 
minor headaches, stomach and body 
pains, arthritis, flu and fever. 

“Before, we have no big expenses. We 
would have long walks and no rides,” 
Juanita confided, adding that she 
would choose the way of living before 
than now. When the Japanese soldiers 
had occupied the country, she and her 
family members were forced to take 
refuge at a cave-like formation at the 
forests. 

Losing her husband 40 years ago, 
Juanita had singlehandedly worked at 
the rice farm to feed their eight chil-
dren, three of them now deceased. 

“When I was still strong, I would plow 
and till the farms as the father of my 

children died early,” she added. 

Her daughter, 63-year-old Feliciana 
Miguel, is happy over mom Juanita’s 
good health and long life. She confided 
that “God is good for providing her the 
best of health.” 

Sign of old age 

Juanita now uses two wooden crutches 
or “baston” to support her when she 
walks around, her other daughter Car-
melita noted. 

Her vision has 
been affected by 
a cataract and 
her left eye has 
been losing sight, 
apparently due 
to her old age, 
her children said. 

PHP120,000 
richer 

As a centenarian, 
Juanita received 
PHP100,000 
from the social 
welfare depart-
ment and 

PHP20,000 from the local government, 
aside from a plaque of recognition, 
felicitation letter from President Ro-
drigo R. Duterte and other benefits. 
The money – which was mostly depos-
ited – was given in October last year. A 
portion was set aside for her expenses 
for food, milk and medicine. 

Juanita admitted that she has been 
living a good life. She said she would 
be happy meeting her Creator later. 

Her children have prepared for 
Juanita’s fate in the future, even setting 
aside money for funeral and wake ex-
penses. 

The cash assistance from government 
is an “immeasurable debt of gratitude” 
for Lola Juanita, her children and 
grandchildren said. (PNA) 

ADVERTISE IN OUR “FEEL GOOD” NEWSPAPER 

647 718-1360 
filipinonewswaves@gmail.com
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We provide jobs for workers  

in the following areas: 

 

AGRICULTURE 
 

Mushroom Pickers 
Worm Pickers 

Vegetable Growers 
Flower Workers 

Greenhouse Workers 
Farm Workers 

Livestock Workers 

1 High Meadow Place, Unit 5 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M9L 0A3 

Phone: 647-793-9706 
Fax: 416-745-9735 

alh@alhammerworkforcemanagement.ca 
www.alhammerworkforcemanagement.ca 

mailto:alh@alhammerworkforcemanagement.ca
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